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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
MINUTES 

    April 23, 2018 

    7:00pm 

 
1) Call to Order 

Chair Sandholm opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 

In attendance: Commissioners – Chair Lora Sandholm, Peter Vickery, Gary 
Pettis, Damian Young, Steve Livermore, Justin Forbrook and Bob Rabin 
(Alternate 1); Council Liaison: Councilmember Mike Molitor; Staff: City Planner 
Nick Olson and City Clerk Kris Linquist. Also present: Assistant City Attorney 
Andrew Biggerstaff, Kennedy & Graven 
Absent: Paul Stone 

 

a) Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Livermore, seconded by Pettis to approve the agenda as presented. 
Motion passed 7-0. Absent: Stone 

 

b) Approval of Minutes of March 26, 2018 
Motion by Pettis, seconded by Young to approve the minutes from 
March 26, 2018 as presented. 
Motion passed 7-0. Absent: Stone 

 

2) Public Hearings: 

a) (CONTINUATION) CODE TEXT AMENDMENT: The city of Minnetrista will 
consider Ordinance 453 which will amend Chapter 5 of the City Code.  
The purpose of the public hearing is to hear from the public and make a 
recommendation on the proposed amendment which would prohibit the 
use of property within the City for short term rentals. 
City Planner Olson presented the staff report found in the Planning 
Commission packet dated April 23, 2018. 
Highlights included in the presentation were: 

 This is a public hearing continued from the March 26, 2018 Planning 
Commission meeting 

 Short term rentals are also known as “vacation rental” or “VRBOs” 
(vacation rental by owner). 

 VRBOs involve lodging of guest in traditional single-family 
neighborhoods usually in a typical single family home. 

 Draft Ordinance 453 would prohibit the use of residential property for 
the commercial purpose of short term rentals. 

 Early in 2017, Council first discussed this topic at a work session 
meeting. No action was taken at that time. Recently, short term rentals 



The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative manner; and provide opportunities 
for a high quality of life while protecting natural resources, maintaining rural character, while effectively managing growth. 

 

City of Minnetrista Planning Commission – April 23, 2018 
Page 2 of 8 

 

 

have been brought back to the attention of the Council and was 
discussed again in February 2018 work session meeting. At which 
time, Council directed staff to begin working on a draft ordinance 
regarding short term rentals. 

 Due to the private nature of VRBOs there is no way of determining the 
actual number of VRBOs in Minnetrista at any given time. Staff found 
or has been informed of a total of 19 listings with one being a non-
active listing in the City. 

 As of March 26, 2018, the City has complaints made regarding several 
homes in Minnetrista. 

 At the March 26, 2018 Planning Commission meeting, one resident 
spoke on the item and staff received a handful of written comments in 
advance of the meeting that were shared with the Planning 
Commission 

 Typically, there are two approaches to use to regulate VRBOs. They 
can be licensed or permitted which requires monitoring and inspection 
or prohibiting them all together. Either way, there is a cost to enforcing 
the ordinance. 

 After the March 26, 2018 meeting, staff sent notices to the property 
owners that may be using their homes as VRBOs. To date, staff has 
received phone calls from 5 of the properties that received notices. 

 
Chair Sandholm continued the public hearing from the March 26, 2018 at 7:05 
p.m. 

 
Sandy Rud, 4220 Trillium Lane E, Minnetrista – stated that she had rented her 
home a couple of times over the last year.  She does this to supplement her 
income so that she can afford to stay in her home. She has had positive 
experiences with the short term rentals. She is in support of short term rentals 
and would like to see a compromise to the ordinance instead of prohibiting it. 
 
Becky Hall (niece of Sandy Rud), 4760 Linden Rd, Duluth – expressed her 
support of short term rentals.  She would like to see the Planning Commission 
table the Ordinance and look into what Duluth’s ordinance is on the subject.  
She felt it was an infringement on personal rights. 
 
Jeff & Joanie Meehan (SLP Enterprises) 18900 37th Avenue N, Plymouth 
(owners of the property at 4815 Minneapolis Avenue) – Stated that this is the 
first year that they rented the property out as a short term rental.  In the past 
they usually had long term renters at the property.  They felt it would be good for 
local economy to have short term rentals.  They are requesting the Planning 
Commission recommend denial of the ordinance or come up with some 
compromise. 
 
David Barnhart, 4134 Xerxes Ave, Minneapolis (owner of the property at 3215 
Eagle Bluff Rd) – stated that he is not in favor of the Ordinance and that he did 
substantial research before purchasing the property so that he could use the 
property as rental.  He stated that he has tried renting the property out on a long 
term bases but has been unsuccessful.  He is requesting that the Planning 
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Commission and Council consider grandfathering in existing short term rentals 
or at least postponing enacting the Ordinance for two years so that he has time 
to sell the property. 
 
Betsy Funderburk, 5345 Cedar Point Rd, Minnetrista – commented that she and 
her family have lived in their home for 19 years. She directly lives next to an 
investment property with the sole propose of short term rentals, it’s advertised 
that it can accommodate up to 22 people.  She commented that she did not sign 
up for being in a “resort community”.  She stated that her daughter has had lewd 
comments directed toward her from some of the short term renters located at the 
house next door. She feels that it is negative for the neighborhood and 
community to allow short term rentals. 
 
Aaron Mjelstad, 3380 Hardscrabble Rd, Minnetrista – stated that he does not 
want short term rentals in the community.  He stated that he is concerned that 
they may come to his neighborhood. 
 
Eric Funderburk, 5345 Cedar Point Rd, Minnetrista – stated he is against short 
term rentals and they are bad for the community. 
 
Randy Lee, 5099 Minneapolis Avenue, Minnetrista – stated that he is not in 
favor of VRBOs and that they are a terrible thing for the community.  He stated it 
would be a terrible precedence to set by allowing short term rentals. 
 
Andrew Fritch, 965 Orchard Trail, Minnetrista – commented that it sounds like 
there is only one problem rental property.  He doesn’t seem to think this is a 
huge issue.  He also commented that there should be some regulations to short 
term rentals. 
 
Pete Hanson, 5335 Cedar Point Rd, Minnetrista – commented that he is against 
VRBOs.  The homes along the lakeshore are usually on small lots.  He is in 
favor of the ordinance to prohibit short term rentals but would be open to 
regulating them. 
 
Taylor Sundeen, 18911 100th Avenue, Maple Grove and Eric Hermanson, 4335 
France Ave S, Minneapolis (co-owners of 5355 Cedar Point Rd) – stated that 
they have only had six booking since they purchased it six months ago.  They 
have spent $150,000 in renovations. They did purchase the property as an 
investment but also for family use.  They want to give people an experience of 
what lake living is like for those who can’t afford to live on the lake. 
 
There was discussion about the investors other properties in Minneapolis and 
other locations.  There was discussion on how Minneapolis regulates short term 
rentals and their three tier approach.  Sundeen and Hermanson were asked 
what their listing says about how many people the property can accommodate 
and they responded that it is listed to accommodate up to 22 people. 
 
Darin Hargreaves, 6190 Pine Circle, Minnetrista – stated that his main concern 
is with safety.  He also commented that these properties were listed as 
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homesteaded when they are being used as rental property.  He would like to see 
a possible compromise. He also commented that his daughter had been 
assaulted by who he believes was associated with a rental property. 
 
Andrew Marnach (Sweeney-Marnach), 5344 Xerxes Avenue S, Minneapolis 
(representing 5355 Cedar Point Rd) – cited Personal Rights infringements on 
behalf of the investors or anyone that would want to list their home as a short 
term rental. He suggested regulating short term rentals.  He also asked the 
commission to consider a moratorium until more research could be done. 
 
Lance Bondhus, 3628 Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis – commented that he was 
on the committee for VRBOs and also in the VRBO management business. He 
commented that he could only find nine active rentals in Minnetrista.  He stated 
that there more positives than negatives for the city to support short term rentals.  
He commented that he has not had any bad experiences with his short term 
rentals. 
 
Betsy Funderburk, 5345 Cedar Point Road, Minnetrista – commented that if this 
issue was put to vote in Minnetrista, that the residents would not be in favor of 
short term rentals. She stated that they also own rental property and there is a 
difference between long term and short term rentals. 
 
Andrew Marnach (Sweeney-Marnach), 5344 Xerxes Avenue S, Minneapolis 
(representing 5355 Cedar Point Rd) – referred back to Personal Rights. 
 
Joe (citizen giving the address of 410 River Street, Minneapolis) – has short 
term rental property in Mound.  He likes the three tiered system.  He is in favor 
of fees or taxes for property owners that partake in short term rentals.  He feels 
there could be a compromise somewhere in the middle. 
 
Joanie Meehan, 18900 37th Avenue N, Plymouth (owner of the property at 4815 
Minneapolis Avenue) – she stated they refer their rental property as “the 
cottage”.  They list it as a maximum of six people, no smoking and no pets.  She 
stated it is hard to evict long term renters if they are bad tenants.  With short 
term rentals their contract are for usually only a weekend or a week and if they 
were bad, they just would not rent to them again.  
 
Eric Funderburk, 5345 Cedar Point Road, Minnetrista – commented that other 
cities have ordinances in place.  He commented on the emails that the council 
has received.  He would like to see the property owners be homestead 
compliant. 

 
Chair Sandholm closed the public hearing at 8:21 p.m. 

 
There was discussion on when other communities prohibiting VRBOs, that it will 
be pushing the VRBOs to Minnetrista. 
 
There was discussion on what Minnetrista’s Mission statement is and how it 
affects the community, whether it be a hobby farm or on the lake. 
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Pettis commented that if rental property is being used as a business in a 
residential area, there should be a conditional use permit for that property.  It 
was his understanding that if a business wanted to operate in a residential 
district then there should operate under a conditional use permit. 
 
Young commented that he feels there is a public safety issue whether this 
ordinance passes or not.  There was discussion on defining short term rentals as 
hotel/motel and to regulate the public safety issues associated with short term 
rentals. 
 
There was more discussion on regulating short term rentals and using a 
compromise of 30 days or more. 
 
Biggerstaff addressed the issues that were brought up regarding determining 
what a hotel/motel is. 
 
There was some discussion about enforcements and costs associated with it. 
 
Motion by Pettis, seconded by Vickery to recommend to the City Council to 
adopt Ordinance No. 453 as presented at the April 23, 2018 Planning 
Commission meeting. 
Motion passed 4-3. Absent: Stone Opposed: Young, Livermore and Rabin. 
 
Young commented that he would like to see some middle ground. 
 
Livermore would like to see regulations on short term rentals instead of 
prohibiting them all together. 
 
Forbrook commented that he feels the city should give the property owners that 
are running short term rentals the opportunity to close out the 2018 year. 
 
Chair Sandholm called for a short break at 8:56 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 
9:06 p.m. 

 

b) CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) WITH VARIANCE: Application from 
Robert & Patti Dykoski to construct a ground-mounted solar energy 
system with a variance from the required 75 foot lakeshore setback on the 
property located at 7091 Halstead Drive; A Agriculture Zoning District; PID# 
28-117-24-14-0001. The variance would allow for the ground-mounted solar 
energy system to be constructed 20.4 feet from the lakeshore. 
City Planner Olson presented the staff report found in the Planning Commission 
packet dated April 23, 2018. 
Highlights included in the presentation were: 

 The variance is for the ground-mounted solar energy system from the 
required 75 foot lakeshore setback to allow for the system to be 
constructed 20.4 feet from the lakeshore. 

 The ground-mounted solar energy system would also be a pergola style 
structure that would have the equivalent environmental benefits of planting 
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201 trees (in terms of C02 reduction). 
 The project would begin around June 1, 2018 and be completely functional 

by the end of July 2018. 

 Notices were sent to neighbors within 500 feet. To date, staff has received 
two comments from neighboring property owners regarding the request. 

 

 

Chair Sandholm opened the Public Hearing at 9:11 p.m.  
 
Ben Maki, 4400 West Arm Drive, Spring Park (applicant’s contractor) – stated 
that due to the characteristics of the yard, the site proposed is the only option.  
The structure is 45 ft. x 12 ft. in area and the height is approximately (at the 
highest point) just over 10 ft. and at the lowest point, approximately 8 ft. 6 in. 
 
Patty Dykoski (applicant), 7091 Halstead Drive, Minnetrista – stated that they 
do not have a conventional dock.  They have a retaining wall that they tie a 
boat up to.  The water depth in front of their house varies depending on the 
year, can be dry or up to 4-5 feet. 
 
Sarah Kasper, 7081 Halstead Drive, Minnetrista – is not in favor of the 
Conditional Use Permit.  She stated that the view from her house is not the 
same as the submitted picture (she submitted a picture of her view from her 
main level).  She has concerns about the glare from the panels.  She feels that 
there will be a line of sight issue.  She had concerns of the panels affecting the 
habitat in the area especially the bald eagles. 
 
Colin Charlson, 5749 Sunnybrook Lane, Minnetrista (representing father-in-law 
that owns 7077 Halstead Drive) – is not in favor of the project.  He stated that it 
will be visible from Halstead Bay. 
 
Ben Maki, 4400 West Arm Drive, Spring Park (applicant’s contractor) – stated 
that glare would not be an issue. 
 
Patty Dykoski (applicant), 7091 Halstead Drive, Minnetrista – spoke on the line 
of sight issue.  She stated that the habitat would not be affected by the solar 
system.  She just wants to replace trees that were cut down during the 
development of other homes in the area. 
 
John Kasper, 7081 Halstead Drive, Minnetrista – spoke to the wildlife and how 
there are deer in his backyard every day.  He has concerns with the glare that 
the solar system will project. 
 
Chair Sandholm closed the Public Hearing at 9:29 p.m. 
 
Molitor questioned if roof mounted was considered. Maki stated that it was but 
with the tree cover and the location of the roof, it is not a viable option. 
 
Forbrook questioned if there were other variances on the subject property. 
Olson stated there was not. 
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Livermore asked if there were other ground-mounted solar systems in 
Minnetrista.  Olson stated there are two others that comply to the zoning 
ordinance with no issues.  This is the only one requesting a variance. 

 
Young questioned if birds run into solar panels.  Maki stated that they tend to 
make nests under the structure. 
 
Molitor commented that it would be 20 feet from the lakeshore and to be 
cognitive of setting a precedence to this type of setback variance. 
 
Sandholm wanted to know if the structure was considered hardcover.  Olson 
stated that it was. 
 
Vickery questioned if the two neighbors could work out a compromise and 
bring it back to a future planning commission meeting.  Dykoski stated that 
would not be possible. She won a solar lottery and there are deadlines for 
purchasing the materials. 
 
Motion by Livermore to deny CUP. More discussion on the setback was 
discussed. Livermore withdrew his motion. 
 
Young suggested a 35 foot setback variance as a good compromise. 
 
Motion by Pettis, seconded by Vickery to recommend to the City Council to 
Approve the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to allow for installation of a ground-
mounted solar energy system on the property located at 7091 Halstead Drive 
with the following conditions: 

1. Since the ground-mounted solar energy system is solar panels mounted 
onto a pergola, changes or alterations to the structure approved with this 
CUP including, but not limited to, increasing the number of solar panels, 
enclosing the sides of the pergola, or installation of a patio surface 
underneath the pergola shall require an amendment to this CUP; 

2. The ground-mounted solar energy system must remain screened from 
view to the extent possible without reducing efficiency as approved; 

3. If the ground-mounted solar energy system is not in proper working 
order, has ceased functioning for a period of more than six (6) months or 
has not been maintained, it must be deconstructed and removed from the 
property at which point the Planning Commission and City Council shall 
review the CUP; 

4. The Applicants shall obtain all necessary permits and approvals from the 
City and other applicable entities with jurisdiction prior to any 
construction;  

5. The Applicants shall be responsible for all fees incurred by the city in 
review of this application; 

6. The City may inspect the Property, at any time, for the purposes of 
insuring the conditions of the CUP are being met; and 

7. The City Council reserves the right to review and revoke the CUP upon 
violation of any term or condition. 
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Motion passed 6-1. Absent: Stone Opposed: Forbrook 
 
Motion by Livermore, seconded by Rabin to recommend to the City Council to 
deny the requested Variance to allow the ground-mounted solar energy system to 
be constructed 20.4 feet from the lakeshore instead of the required 75 foot 
lakeshore setback at 7091 Halstead Drive based on the following findings of fact: 

1. The proximity of the structure to the lakeshore is too close. 
2. The structure will alter the character of the neighborhood. 

   Motion passed 7-0. Absent: Stone 
Planning Commission recommended that a variance be granted if the 
setback is 35 feet or greater to the lakeshore. 

 

3) Informational Items 
 

a) Staff Reports – City Planner – Nick Olson 

 Update on the Preliminary & Final Plat for Whaletail One located at 2650 
Northview & 7890 CR 110W. 

 Possibly no meeting in May 

 Clean up day is May 12, 2018 

 Trista Day is May 19, 2018 

 John Tschumperlin to City Council and elevated Paul Stone from Alternate 1 to 
Planning Commissioner 

 

b) Council Reports – Councilmember Molitor 

 Update on the Roadway Capital Improvement Plan and Projects 
 

4) Adjournment 
Motion by Vickery, seconded by Pettis to adjourn the meeting at 10:13 p.m.  
Motion passed 7-0.  Absent: Stone 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Kris Linquist 
Kris Linquist, MMMC, CMC 

City Clerk 


