
MINUTES 
MAPLE PLAIN CITY COUNCIL – WORKSHOP  

MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL 
February 26, 2018 

5:30 p.m. 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Julie Maas-Kusske called the workshop to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Julie Maas-Kusske, Councilmembers Dominic Broda, Caitlin Cahill, and 
John Fay. Also Present: City Administrator Robert Schoen, City Engineer Dan Boyum, City 
Planner Mark Kaltsas, City Attorney John Thames, and Assistant to the City Administrator 
Nicole Kathman. 

 
2. ADOPT AGENDA 

 
The following items were requested to be added to “Other Business” time permitting: 

 Minutes 

 Business Commission 

 Watershed 

 Connie Francis Email 

 Winter Road Maintenance 
 
Motion by Councilmember Broda, seconded by Councilmember Cahill, to adopt the 
agenda with additions time permitting. Motion passed, 5-0. 

 
3. 2018 STREET RECONSTRUCTION TREES JUST OUTSIDE OF THE RIGHT OF WAY 

 
Items 4 & 5 were discussed before item 3 to wait for City Engineer Boyum to arrive. 
 
City Engineer Boyum stated that with past construction projects the City has removed trees 
only if they were in the path of new service lines. Boyum asked the City Council what 
should be the protocol for non-affected trees in the right-of-way and trees outside of the 
right-of-way that may be affected by construction. 
 
City Administrator Schoen noted that trees in the right-of-way are the City’s responsibility. 
 
In regards to non-affected trees in the right-of-way, the City Council provided City Staff with 
the direction to let the property owners decide if they should be removed. It was determined 
that if a property owner elected to keep a tree in the right-of-way that the property owner 
would assume responsibility of the tree. 
 
City Engineer Boyum also inquired if all driveway aprons installed should be the standard 
or should the City match the existing driveways. 
 
City Council decided that all property owners should be offered the value of the standard 
driveway apron and if the property owner elects an upgraded apron, the additional costs 
are the responsibility of the property owner. 

 



4. RIGHT OF WAY ORDINANCE CHANGES 
 

City Attorney Thames provided an introduction on the new small cell wireless law that 
allows small cell wireless equipment to be place in the public right of way. Thames stated 
that the law is very restrictive in what the City can do and that the language presented to be 
added to the Right of Way chapter in the City Code as shown in the packet is directly from 
Minnesota State Statute. Thames shared that the max amount for fees allowed is included. 
Thames also presented a draft colocation agreement for the City Council to review. 

 
Administrator Schoen shared that he also drafted language to add to the Right-Of-Way 
Chapter unrelated to small cell that prohibits any vegetation outside of maintained grass to 
be planted within any City Right-of-Way without a Right-Of-Way permit approved by the 
City Administrator. 
 
It was clarified that Planning Commission will only review a separate ordinance on this topic 
that would make small wireless facilities a conditional use in residential zoned areas. 
 
City Council had no objections with the ordinance language presented. 

 
5. VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK UPDATE AND DISCUSSION 

 
Assistant to the City Administrator Kathman summarized a discussion this past fall with the 
Parks Commission in regards to the Veterans Memorial. Kathman noted that Park 
Commissioners expressed that the concept drawing for the Veterans Memorial was too 
large and complex. 
 
City Planner Mark Kaltsas presented a phasing plan for the build out of Northside Park as 
follows: 

 Phase 1: Veterans Memorial and associated paths, flagpoles, lighting, benches 

 Phase 2: Playground and  picnic shelter 

 Phase 3: Parking lots and trail loop 

 Phase 4:  Picnic shelter and grassy open area 

 Phase 5: Band Shell 
 

City Administrator Schoen clarified that this was being brought to City Council as finishing 
the park is one of the City Council Goals. 
 
Kaltsas asked for City Council feedback on the phasing. City Council discussed the content 
and ordering of the phases. The City Council provided direction to City Staff to create a 
master plan for the park not by phases, but broken down even further by individual 
elements. City Council also came to the consensus that a smaller version of the Veterans 
Memorial should be presented and that only 2 park shelters are needed.  

 
6. SOCIAL MEDIA REPORT 

 
This item was skipped. It was decided this item would be placed on a future workshop 
agenda. 

 
7. SETTING MEETINGS 

 



City Administrator Schoen stated that he would be bringing a Setting Meetings Policy to the 
next workshop and that his review is set for Monday, March 5 at 6:30 pm. Additionally, 
Schoen noted that another public gathering for the Parkview and Maple Ridge Drive project 
residents needs to occur soon. 

 
8. CITY ADMINISTRATOR GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 
There was not any discussion for this topic. 

 
9. CITY ADMINISTRATOR WEEKLY UPDATE 

 
City Council inquired if Collision Corner was in compliance with their CUP outside of the car 
count and parking. City Administrator Schoen noted the parking lot is still not striped. 
 
Councilmember Fay asked about the note about the audit in the last weekly update. It was 
clarified that for 2017, the City is expected to be under budget by approximately $40,000. 
 

10. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
A. Minutes 
  
 Councilmember DeLuca stated that minutes need to be more professional.  
 

The discussion was cut short due to the time constraint. It was decided that this item 
would be brought to the next workshop. 

 
B. Business Commission 
  

Councilmember DeLuca stated he was disappointed that at the February 5th Workshop 
in which he was absent, the City Council provided direction to have a Business 
Commission in the form of a private meeting. Councilmember DeLuca noted it was not 
transparent. 
 
It was clarified that private meant the lack of the formal procedures including minutes 
and speaking protocol to make business owners more comfortable and provide a less 
intimidating environment.  
 
The City Council decided to bring this item back to the next workshop. 

 
C. Watershed 
 

Councilmember Fay stated that the ravine study to be completed by the City this year 
will be removed from the watershed capital improvement plan. 

 
D. Connie Francis Email 
 
 This item was not covered due to shortage on time. 
 
E. Winter Road Maintenance 
 
 This item was not covered due to shortage on time. 

 



11. ITEMS FOR NEXT WORKSHOP 
 
There were not any items mentioned for the next workshop. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Cahill, seconded by Councilmember Broda, to adjourn the 
workshop. Motion passed, 5-0. Workshop adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Nicole Kathman 
Assistant to the City Administrator 
 

 

 

 


