
 

CITY OF CORAL GABLES 

--MEMORANDUM-- 

 

 

To:     Mayor and Commissioners                 Date: October 13, 2017 

           City Manager, Cathy Swanson-Rivenbark   

 

From: Commissioner Vince Lago                           Subject: Trees on Granada Groves Ct.  

 

I am writing this memo to bring to your attention a request made by a resident who would like to change 

the Silver Buttonwood trees along Granada Groves Court.  

A few days ago, I met with this resident and during our meeting; he explained how he, along with the 

neighbors of his street, would prefer to have shaded trees than the existing variety. To provide some 

background, the resident mentioned he met with our Landscape Services Director, who explained that if 

the residents of Granada Groves Court collectively agreed, they would be able to change the Silver 

Buttonwoods to a different tree variety. After hurricane Irma, many of the trees on Granada Groves were 

damaged and many of them are in frail condition (see photos). The resident has provided a comprehensive 

list of the individuals who live on his street, all of which are in favor of removing the Silver Buttonwoods 

and replacing them with a tree similar to mahogany or oak.  

I will be adding this item on the agenda for the October 24 Commission meeting at which point I ask for 

your feedback on the matter. Please review the signatures of the residents on Granada Grove, the photos 

enclosed and the resident’s email correspondence.  

 

 

 

CC:  Craig Leen, City Attorney  

Peter Iglesias, Assistant City Manager 

Ed Santamaria, Public Works Director 

Brook Dannemiller, Landscape Services Director 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

Commissioner Lago, 

 

Thank you again for meeting with me today. I appreciate the time you spent listening to my concerns 

and am grateful that you are willing to assist the residents of Granada Groves Ct with this project.  

 

There are 34 silver buttonwood trees remaining on our street after the hurricane. 2 were completely 

destroyed during the storm, and of the 34 remaining, approximately half are damaged. Should we be 

successful in obtaining larger shade trees to replace the Silver Buttonwoods, I imagine that fewer than 

34 would be needed so as to accommodate the increase in the size of the new trees.  

 

Attached are 3 of the 6 pictures you requested which provide a representative sample of some of the 

trees on our street. I will send a second email with the other three photos. 

 

Thank you for your help and I look forward to working with you on this and other projects. 

 

Sam 
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