
CITY OF CORAL GABLES 

--MEMORANDUM-- 

 
 

TO:  Members of the City Commission 

City Manager, Cathy Swanson-Rivenbark  

    

FROM:   Commissioner Vince Lago    

 

DATE:  January 16, 2018 

 

SUBJECT:   Betsy Adams Garden Club Park 

Several residents have reached out to me regarding Betsy Adams Garden Club Park. The main concern 

shared among these residents is that the initial scope which was proposed and presented to the community, 

differs from the final plans of the park’s design.  

After internalizing these concerns, I decided to visit the park. During my visit I observed many people using 

the park, predominately young families with children. I believe this park merits the initial elements that 

were proposed and I noticed there are significant number of elements missing. Perhaps this is due of 

budgetary constraints? If there are budgetary constraints, I suggest we try to allocate additional funding to 

the park since it is utilized by residents and it will improve the quality of life for those who frequent it. 

Perhaps we can slate the items that were left out of the plans for the next budget cycle when funds become 

available? 

The following are some elements that were part of the proposed design for the park which are missing:  

a.    Shade trellis 

b.    Misting system 

c.    Pet waste station 

d.   Coral rock benches 

e.    Picnic tables 

f.    Stone seat wall 

g.   Drinking fountains 

  

I encourage you to view the plans I have enclosed and compare the initial plans to the final plans. I look 

forward to discussing this park in more detail during our next commission meeting on January 23. 

 

CC:  Assistant City Manager, Peter Iglesias 

Public Works Director, Eduardo Santamaria 

Parks and Recreation Director, Fred Couceyro  

 

 



 
BETSY ADAMS PARK- (Photos below depict how many people use this park on a daily basis. 

Please note these photos were taken on two different days.) 

 

 

 



 
































































































