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   Born the first of 11 children in 1920, Gary grew up in Iowa during the depression.  He  had to leave school 
to work, but after fighting in northern Italy during WWII, Gary moved to Michigan with his wife, Henrietta, 
and their growing family.  He enrolled at Calvin College to become a teacher.   

   After teaching for a short time, Gary became a local businessman, establishing Byker Realty in 1956.  He 
became interested in politics and served as our State Senator from 1968 to 1979.   

    Throughout his life, Gary served the citizens of Hudsonville in many ways.  In fact, without Gary we might 
not be a city at all!  In 1956 he canvassed the village of Hudsonville with a loud speaker on his car, 
encouraging people to vote “yes” to become a city.  It passed by a small margin! 

    Gary also served as President of the Hudsonville Chamber of Commerce, member of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, and Chairman of the City Planning Commission.  He represented Hudsonville on the County Board of 
Commissioners and the Downtown Development Authority.    

     Most importantly for us, Gary valued education and reading, and it is in his honor that our library bears his 
name. 

 


