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Park and Recreation Commission                       

 

     Minutes 

(meeting recorded) 

 

Monthly meeting:  Monday, September 11, 2017 in City Hall. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. 

 

By roll call, members present:  Andrew Cota, Beverly Moran, James Benanto, John Monahan, and Bruce 

Sill.  Ronald Sill arrived at 7:14 p.m.  James Butler Sr. was excused. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Dennis O’Connell was present.  Athletic Director clerk Jennifer Moffat 

was absent. 

 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

MOTION made by Bruce Sill and second by John Monahan.  Move to accept the agenda, as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION was made Beverly Moran and second by James Benanto.  Move to accept the minutes of 

August 14, 2017, as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION: 

No one was present. 

 

CORRESPONDENCES: 

Nothing was presented. 

 

DIRECTOR REPORTS: 

Parks & Recreation Director’s Report:  Mr. O'Connell stated that Pop Warner football is underway.  

They have been playing mostly away.  High School programs are also playing away.  Youth Basketball 

registration will start in October.  St. Mary’s/St. Michael’s school now has a soccer program.  They are 

playing at Bradley School.  Middle School soccer also utilizes Bradley School.  High School soccer is at 

Witek Park. 

 

Mr. O'Connell indicated that he has heard interest in playing two final football games at Ryan Field 

Complex being that construction is not anticipated until the beginning of next year.  The desire is to play 

the Senior game and Thanksgiving game at home.  He stated that when he prepared the 2017-2018 Parks 

and Recreation budget he did not request funding for the general field maintenance and supplies in 

anticipation that the field would be closed.  Also, Public Works would generally perform maintenance 

and preparation on the field in the summer months in anticipation of the fall programs.  Additionally, 

there has been extensive practice on the field.  All these factors raise concern that the field may not be in 

a suitable condition to play said games at the end of the season.  If there was interest, the games would 

have been better done at the start of the season.  Mr. O'Connell noted that he found this out in 

conversation but has not been formally approached. 

 

Members pointed to questions from residents wondering why games were not being played in Derby.  It 

was noted that the schedules were prepared six months ago in anticipation of construction.  If there are 

discussions being held, said discussions should be involving the Parks and Recreation Commission as 

such a change in scheduling has significant effect on the budget.  At this point in time, if the intent is to 
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go forward with playing the games, it was felt that no significant funding could be allocated for these 

events. 

 

Update on the Football/Baseball/Field house Committees 

Few meetings have been held as the professionals are all working on drafting the final designs.  With the 

field house design at its final stage, it allows the others to envision how its footprint will fit within the 

field designs.  It has come to light that as there will be federal, state and private funding; the bidding and 

contracting process will have to satisfy prevailing wage requirements.  Currently, it is expected that the 

demolition of the existing field house will start after Thanksgiving. 

 

High School Athletic Director’s Report:  Ms. Moffat was not in attendance. 

 

NEW or OTHER BUSINESS: 

Nothing was presented. 

 

MOTION by Ronald Sill and second by Beverly Moran.  Move to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully prepared, 
 

Karen Kemmesies 
 

Karen Kemmesies, secretary 

 

These minutes are subject to the Commission’s approval at their next scheduled meeting. 


