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Oakridge Road

• ½ Mile Long
• Just under 50 residential houses
• Average volume: 600-750 vehicles per day 

(weekdays)
• The median speed (the speed at which half the 

traffic travels above, and half below) was found 
to be 29-31 miles per hour. 

• The 85th percentile speed (the speed at which 
85% of traffic travels at or below was found to be 
32-34 miles per hour. 



Oakridge Road

• According guidance provided in the Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, speed 
limits should ideally be set within 5 miles per 
hour of the 85th percentile speed. This 
guidance needs to be balanced against the 
fact that 25 miles per hour is the statutory 
speed limit in residential areas of New Jersey 
within Title 39 of NJ Statutes. 



Oakridge Road

• The goal is to reduce speeds on Oakridge Road 
by 3-5 miles per hour (so that the 85th 
percentile speed is within 5 miles per hour of 
25 miles per hour). That translates into a 
speed reduction target of 10-15%. 



Oakridge Road

Traffic Calming Alternatives
Enforcement 

• Studies have indicated that an aggressive program of police 
enforcement of speed limits can reduce average travel 
speeds by 28 percent on the average. 

• However, these speed reductions tend not to last very long 
once the enforcement push is off. 

• Enforcement is manpower intensive, and few police forces 
have sufficient resources to conduct widespread 
enforcement. 

• In order to offset this, trailers with radar speed displays are 
used. Occasionally, decoys placed in parked police cars are 
also used to discourage speeding. 



Oakridge Road

Traffic Calming Alternatives
Shoulder Stripes and Signage 

• Studies have found that pavement markings to narrow the traveled 
way have reduced travel speeds by 7 percent, on the average. 

• Adding speed limit signs has also been found to have some impact 
on reducing travel speeds. Studies have found that speed limit signs 
have reduced travel speeds by 6-7 percent, on the average. 

• Speed limit signs can be enhanced using messages such as “Strictly 
Enforced” or “Radar Enforced” in order to increase effectiveness. 

• In Oceanside, California, a series of signs placed on private property 
that read “Keep Kids Alive, Drive 25” was found result in a 16% 
reduction in the average travel speed. 

• It should be noted that there are only 3 speed limit signs on 
Oakridge Road, all smaller then usual and faded.  



Oakridge Road

Traffic Calming Alternatives
Other Pavement Treatments

• These treatments include:
– rumble strips, 
– color-set pavement markings, 
– and street-print (which can emulate red brick pavers). 

• Red brick paver crosswalks have also been utilized widely. 
• Rumble strips are occasionally used in advance of speed 

humps as well. The use of rumble strips has been found to 
cause considerable noise for adjacent properties. 

• So far, there is very little evidence regarding the 
effectiveness of any of these treatments. 



Oakridge Road

Traffic Calming Alternatives
Speed Humps, Speed Tables, and Raised Intersections 

• Horizontal deflections are the most effective form of traffic 
calming. 

• Emergency services and road maintenance departments 
have taken issue with speed humps, due to their negative 
impact on response time and snow removal activities. 

• Before and after studies have found that speed tables can 
reduce speed by 3-6 miles per hour (9-18 percent).

• On the average, 85th Percentile Speeds were reduced to 26 
miles per hour for speed humps and 30 miles per hour for 
speed tables. 



Oakridge Road

Traffic Calming Alternatives
Speed Humps, Speed Tables, and Raised Intersections 

• The effectiveness of speed humps and tables at speed 
reduction has been found to be a function of the 
average spacing used. The shorter the spacing, the 
slower the mid-block 85th percentile speed. 

• The effectiveness of these traffic calming devices 
appears to diminish when the average spacing is 
greater than 600 feet. 

• Fire vehicles and ambulances were delayed by 0-9 
seconds per speed table, and 1-9 seconds per speed 
hump in Portland, OR. 



Oakridge Road

Traffic Calming Alternatives

Multi-Way Stops

• Having a series of all-way stops along a collector road 
can reduce the speed of traffic by not giving traffic a 
chance to build up speed. 

• Multi-way stops function in the same manner as speed 
humps and traffic circles, without the negative impacts 
to emergency services and roadway maintenance. 

• Studies have found that where introduced, multi-way 
stops have reduced average travel speed by an average 
of 19 percent. 



Oakridge Road

Traffic Calming Alternatives
Multi-Way Stops

• Multi-way stops are frequently used in other states. 
However, in New Jersey, for a long time all multi-way 
stops were required to be approved by the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation, who in turn insisted on 
strict adherence to the warrants contained in the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

• This prevented the use of multi-way stops for the most 
part in New Jersey. However, new editions of the 
MUTCD made several modifications to the warrants for 
multi-way stop signs that made them more viable. 



Oakridge Road

Steps we are taking to reduce speed on 
Oakridge Road:

1. Enhance our speed signage.

2. Adding a multi-way stop at Oakridge and 
Chestnut Road intersection.



South Prospect Street

Steps we are taking to reduce parking 
congestion on South Prospect Street:

1. Marking parking stalls, requiring parking 
within marked stalls only.

2. Implementing 2-hour limited-time parking 
from Bloomfield Avenue to the first side 

streets during morning hours.


