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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Verona Township Council on Tuesday, January 17, 
2017 beginning at 7:00 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 600 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, 
New Jersey. 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Municipal Clerk reads notice of Open Public Meetings law. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Mayor Kevin Ryan; Deputy Mayor Michael Nochimson; Councilman Jay Sniatkowski; 
Councilman Bob Manley and Councilman Alex Roman.  Township Manager Matthew 
Cavallo, Township Attorney Brian Aloia and Jennifer Kiernan, Municipal Clerk are also 
present. 
 
Mayor Ryan leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor’s Report:   
 
Mayor Ryan thanks County liaison Julius Coltre for joining the Council for this 
evening’s meeting even though Mr. Coltre has no report.  
 
The Mayor clarifies that the discussions regarding acquiring additional parking spaces 
at the Community pool is a work in progress. He explains the Council did not realize 
the Cedar Grove governing body’s concern about the area and states that perhaps at 
some point the Township should have been notified about the discussions between the 
Township of Verona and the County of Essex. He explains although the project is still 
moving forward, it is in no way a “done deal”.  
 
He reports that candidate packets for the upcoming Municipal Election are available in 
the Office of the Municipal Clerk. These packets contain rules and regulations of 
running for office. There are three (3) seats open. He reminds the public that registered 
voters may only sign three (3) petitions.  
 
Mayor Ryan also informs the public that there are mayoral appointments to the Library 
Board of Trustees. He states that all appointees listed are incumbents and he is happy to 
extend their terms. 
 
He also states that the Emerald Ash tree borer which is an invasive pest affecting local 
shade trees.  The Shade Tree Commission and the Environmental Commission have 
joined in a collaborated effort to create a fact sheet, which has be put up on the 
Township’s website. He warns residents to review the information as many of these 
trees are mostly on private property. 
 
The Annin application was completed and approved unanimously at the last meeting of 
the Planning Board. A formal resolution will be on the agenda at the next Planning 
Board meeting on January 26, 2017. 
 
Mayor Ryan informs the public that long time Verona resident Arthur Kleinberg passed 
away on January 5, 2017. Mr. Kleinberg was a district poll worker and a health officer in 
the Township years ago. His wife, Eileen, served on the Board of Education. They have 
three (3) sons, all who went through the Verona school system. The Mayor extends his 
condolences to the entire Kleinberg family. 
 
Manager’s Report:   
 

 Mr. Cavallo reports tonight’s agenda has Manager’s Appointments to the Shade 
Tree Commission. All individuals are re-appointments. The Children’s Open Gym 
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begins on Sunday, January 8th from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. The program is open to Verona 
residents only. No registration is not necessary but adult supervision is required. 
 
The Verona Environmental Commission in cooperation with the Cedar Grove 
Environmental Commission and the Essex County Environmental Center will be 
conducting a cleanup of the West Essex Trail on Saturday, April 1st from 9 a.m. 
to noon. 
 
Verona received a $15,000 grant to purchase body cameras for the Police Department 
from the state Attorney General’s Office.  These would be the first cameras Verona 
purchases. He states the Township is exploring options and will need to work 
through some administrative and technical hurdles before implementing the body 
worn cameras. He hopes to move forward with the program later in the year. 
 
Portable radios were distributed to the Department of Public Works and mobile 
radios are being installed in the DPW vehicles. We are still waiting on some 
additional hardware for connectivity into the State. Once this is complete, the 
dispatch center can be outfitted and the emergency services can be migrated. 

 
Currently Verizon is holding up the Township’s migration to VOIP. For each small 
problem, Verizon insists in scheduling a “reset date”. Councilman Roman informs 
the Township Manager that he has a contact to call if any further implications are 
experienced. 
 
Mr. Cavallo also reports he expects to have a draft of the financial agreement with 
Annin Lofts for introduction at the next meeting.  
 
Councilmembers’ Reports: 
 
Deputy Mayor Nochimson extended his condolences to the Kleinberg family. He 
requests a status update on the implementation of calming devices on Oakridge Road. 
He suggests a stop sign where Chestnut Road intersects with Oakridge. The Township 
Manager will follow up with the Township Engineer and get back to the Deputy Mayor.  
 
The Deputy Mayor states that he is aware the Police Chief if conducting a study of the 
parking on South Prospect Avenue and reviewing the possibility of restricting parking 
one side. He suggests that perhaps a study can be done to determine the cost of 
building a parking garage in Municipal Lot #1. The Township Manager will present a 
cost estimate to perform the study.  
 
Councilman Sniatkowski agrees with the difficult parking situation on South Prospect 
and agrees that a cost analysis to determine if a study to construct a parking garage in 
Municipal Lot #1 is feasible should be performed. 
 
Councilman Manley extends his sympathies to the Kleinberg family. 
 
Councilman Roman also sends his condolences to the Kleinberg family, who is came to 
know during his campaign. Both Arthur and Eileen Kleinberg were very supportive 
and the passing of Mr. Kleinberg is a great loss. 
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 
COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION No. 2017-31 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Nochimson; seconded by Councilman 
Sniatkowski that the following resolution be adopted: 
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AUTHORIZING TOWNSHIP ENGINEER TO ENDORSE THE 
SANITARY SEWER EXTENSION PERMIT APPLICATION WITH K. 

HOVNANIAN AT CEDAR GROVE V, LLC 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed K. Hovnanian at Cedar Grove V, LLC development 
located within Block 70/Lot 1 and Block 101/Lots 1 and 1.01 in the Township of Cedar 
Grove, Essex County, New Jersey is located within the Township of Verona’s 208 
Wastewater Management Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed development will include 460 residential townhomes 
which will require connection into the Township of Verona’s wastewater system; and 
 

WHEREAS, a Sanitary Sewer Extension Permit by the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection is required for Treatment Works Approval. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Township of Verona, in the County of Essex, New Jersey that the Township Engineer is 
hereby authorized and directed to endorse the Sanitary Sewer Extension Permit 
Application TWA to service the K. Hovnanian at Cedar Grove V, LLC, located within 
Block 70/Lot 1 and Block 101/Lots 1 and 1.01 in the Township of Cedar Grove, Essex 
County, New Jersey. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that K. Hovnanian at Cedar Grove V, LLC shall 
secure all necessary permits and pay all connection fees in accordance with the Code of 
the Township of Verona. 

 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:   

 
TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 

COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017-32 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Nochimson; seconded by Councilman 

Sniatkowski that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE 
VERONA MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-18 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the 
Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate 
and engage residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit 
organizations, the faith community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent 
alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a 
serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and therefore has an 
established Municipal Alliance Committee; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council further recognize that it is incumbent upon not only 
public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in 
our community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council 
on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of Essex. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Verona, County of Essex, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize submission of a 
strategic plan for the Verona Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year 2017-18 in the 
amount of: 

DEDR $38,610.00 

Cash Match $10,140.00 
In-Kind $28,957.50.00 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council acknowledges the terms and 
conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative 
compliance and audit requirements. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:   

 
TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 

COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
RESOLUTION No. 2017-33 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Nochimson; seconded by Councilman 

Sniatkowski that the following resolution be adopted: 
  

RESOLUTION REFUNDING TAX OVER PAYMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Verona has received a County Board Judgment of an 
Added Assessment on Block 602 Lot 23, commonly known as 16 Birdseye Glen, and  

 

WHEREAS, this Judgment has reduced the 2015 Added Assessment on the 
property from $2,000 to $1,467, and 

 

WHEREAS, this reduction in the Added Assessment has caused an overpayment 
on the year 2016 in the amount of $15.99, and 

 

WHEREAS, this Judgment also reduced the 2016 Added Assessment on the 
property from $12,000 to $8,800, and 

 

WHEREAS, this reduction in the Added Assessment has caused an overpayment 
on the year 2016 in the amount of $98.02, and 

 

WHEREAS, the homeowner previously paid the original Added Assessment bill 
for in full in the amount of $313.55, and 

 

WHEREAS, Corelogic has also made a payment for the original Added 
Assessment bill for in the amount of $313.55, and 

 

WHEREAS, these two payments have resulted in an overpayment in the amount 
of $313.55, and  
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WHEREAS, the owner is entitled to a refund of overpayment due to the County 
Board Judgment and Tax Overpayment. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Township of Verona, in the County of Essex, New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer 
and Tax Collector are hereby authorized to issue a refund to Brian & Nicole Leonardo in 
the amount of $427.56. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:     

 
TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 

COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
RESOLUTION No. 2017-34 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Nochimson; seconded by Councilman 

Sniatkowski that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF TAX PAYMENTS DUE TO 
DUPLICATE PAYMENT – BLOCK 1609/LOT 1/QUALIFIER C0202 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Verona has received payment on May 11, 2016 in the 
amount of $2,002.00 for 3rd and 4th quarter taxes by Andrew Schluepner for Block 1609 
Lot 1 Qualifier C0202 commonly known as 741 Bloomfield Avenue B2; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Verona billed Andrew Schluepner $1,941.29 for a 
total of 3rd and 4th quarter taxes; and  

 

WHEREAS; this payment has resulted in an overpayment on the account, and 

 

WHEREAS; Andrew Schluepner has requested the refund. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Township of Verona, in the County of Essex, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial 
Officer and Tax Collector are hereby authorized to issue a refund to Andrew Schluepner 
in the amount of $60.71. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:    
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 

COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
RESOLUTION No. 2016-35 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Nochimson; seconded by Councilman 

Sniatkowski that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

PERMITTING ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION 
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WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, 
permits the exclusion of the Public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 

 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exists; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township 
of Verona, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 
1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of an action upon the 
hereinafter specified subject matter. 

 

 

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 

a. Personnel Matters pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8) 
b. Contract Negotiations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7) 
c. Pending Litigation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7) 

 
 

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be 
made public when said subject has been fully discussed by the Council, and 
the attorney rules this matter may be brought before the public without 
jeopardizing any pending litigation. 

 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:    
 

Public Participation:   
 

Ken Borino -   557-561, 569, 571 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, NJ 
Jessica Pearson -  20 Montclair Avenue, Verona, NJ 
Jack McEvoy -  20 Montclair Avenue, Verona, NJ 
Richard Aloia -  27 Malvern Place, Verona, NJ  
 

Adjournment: 
 
Council goes into Executive Session at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Motion to adjourn Executive Session and go into Public Session at 9:34 p.m. is moved by 
Councilman Manley; seconded by Councilman Sniatkowski. Vote: 5 ayes. 
 
The public meeting is adjourned at 9:36 p.m. The next regular scheduled meeting is 
Monday, February 6, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Kiernan       Kevin Ryan 
      
Jennifer Kiernan, Municipal Clerk     Kevin Ryan, Mayor 


