
 

 
 

 COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
 

     REGULAR MEETING      7:00 P.M.           May 2, 2016 
Municipal Building, 600 Bloomfield Avenue 

 

 
### Consent Agenda 
 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

              Open Public Meetings Act Compliance Statement 

 

 
B. ROLL CALL 

 
 

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 

D. MAYOR’SREPORT 
 

Verona Recreation Suburban 7th Grade Girls Basketball Team 
Proclamation – Public Employees Week 
Proclamation – Police Chief Mitchell T. Stern 
Julius N. Coltre, Essex County Liaison 

 
 

E. REPORT OF MANAGER   

 
F. COUNCILMEMBERS’  REPORTS 

 
 

G. HEARING ON ADOPTION OR AMENDMENT OF ORDINANCES 

                     

H. PROPOSED  ORDINANCES    

            Ordinance #11-16 Vehicles & Traffic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

AGENDA -  MAYOR AND COUNCIL                                                                                                                                             May 2, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 
### I.     MINUTES 
 
 

 
###     J.            PROPOSEDRESOLUTIONS 

84 – Temporary Appropriations for Operating Expenses 
 
85 - Release of Escrow Deposit to Huntington Park 

86 - 2015 Tonnage Grant Application 

87 - Certification of Qualifying Members for Credit Under LOSAP 

88 - Authorizing Amendment and Restatement of Retirement Plan 

89 - Executive Session 
  

### K.    LICENSES AND PERMITS 
 

 
L. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 
 

M. NEW  BUSINESS 
 
 

N. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
\ 

 
O. ADJOURNMENT 
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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Verona Township Council on Monday, May 2, 2016 beginning at 
7:00 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 600 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, New Jersey. 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Municipal Clerk reads notice of Open Public Meetings law. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Mayor Kevin Ryan, Deputy Mayor Michael Nochimson; Councilman Bob Manley; Councilman Roman 
and Councilman Jay Sniatkowski.  Township Manager Matthew Cavallo, Township Attorney Brian 
Aloia and Jennifer Kiernan, Municipal Clerk are also present.   
 
Mayor Ryan leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Minutes from the April 18th meeting is moved for approval by Councilman Sniatkowski; seconded by 
Mayor Ryan. Vote: 5 ayes. Minutes from the April 4, 2016 meeting are moved for approval by 
Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor Ryan.  Councilman Roman abstains as he was not present 
for the April 18, 2016 meeting.  
 
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Ryan announces the Verona Recreation Suburban 7th Grade Girls Basketball 
Team is present. He invites the team and Coaches Jon Garcia and Scott Chesney to the lectern and 
presents the team with certificates of recognition for their winning season while the coaches present 
trophies each teammate.  
 
Mayor Ryan reads a proclamation declaring the week of May 1st Public Servant Recognition Week. 
 
Mayor Ryan invites Police Chief Mitchell Stern to the lectern and reads a proclamation recognizing the 
efforts of the Chief in notifying authorities in Italy of a girl in distress. The Chief responded to an email 
sent to the Verona Police from a student in China stating during an online chat with the girl, who lives 
in Verona, Italy, she had stated she was going to inflict undue harm to herself.  
 
Julius Coltre, Essex County liaison reports that the Savannah Café at the Turtle Back Zoo opened this 
past weekend. The Zoo’s Giraffe exhibit opens on May 10th at Noon. The County’s Annual Fishing 
Derby will be held in Verona Park on May 19th. Saturday, June 4th the Zoo is holding an Open House 
with free admission from 10am – 2pm. 
 
Deputy Mayor Nochimson asks about the status of his request for the County to add an additional 
fountain to Verona Park Lake. Mr. Coltre states he will look into it and report back. 
 
Mayor Ryan states the Planning Board has approved the content of the Redevelopment Plan for Annin 
Lofts. An ordinance for introduction will be on the agenda for the May 16th meeting to amend the 
Zoning Ordinance and declare the area from Annin to Miele’s Restaurant as an Area of Redevelopment. 
 
He expresses his concerns about the changing of the polling location of District 1 from Laning Avenue 
School to Claridge House II. He states he has attended the Board of Elections meeting with County 
Freeholder Luciano, where he expounded on concerns listed in the Township of Verona Resolution 
2016-83 adopted by the Mayor and Council at the April 18, 2016 meeting of the governing body. He 
states the Board of Directors at the Claridge House have taken political positions in supporting 
candidates in the last 2 Municipal elections. He supports the Board of Director’s right to endorse any 
candidate, but states that moving a voting machine to a building where the Board of Directors can take 
an active role endorsing a candidate is not where a voting machine should be located. He also states he 
does not believe the location is ADA compliant and advises the public that if they have concerns over 
this issue or encounter any problem when attempting to vote to contact the State Attorney General. 
 
The Environmental Commission held a clean-up of Grove Avenue Park last Saturday and successfully 
sold out of the tree seedlings they were offering free of charge. 
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Councilmembers’ Reports: 
 
Deputy Mayor Nochimson reports that this year’s High School Junior Prom will be held on May 20th 
and cautions the students and public about drinking and making wise decisions to be safe.  
 
He requests a status report on the concern about coverage of windows of businesses in the downtown 
district.  Mr. Cavallo is looking into that with Code Enforcement Officer Thomas Jacobsen. He also 
suggests moving commercial vehicles from permit parking spaces in Municipal Lot #1 in order to 
accommodate more public parking and encourage shopping in Verona. 
 
Councilman Sniatkowski responds to the Mayor’s comments about the polling location. He explains 
he abstained from voting on the resolution because he felt it is not a Council issue, but a decision to be 
left to the Board, a body made up of both parties. He respects the objection of the governing body and 
that is why he chose to abstain. 
 
Councilman Manley states he fully supports a polling place at Claridge. He declares that when listening 
to the Mayor’s arguments and bullet points of the resolution, which he feels the Council was hit with 
at the end of a meeting, he voted to support the objection. When he received answers to some of his 
questions and concerns following the meeting he decided his initial thought that Claridge should have 
their own polling place was correct and he supports that. 
 
Councilman Roman states that he is a resident in District 1 and fully supports the objection to the 
changing of the polling location. He reports that as a District 1 voter he has never encountered an issue 
with parking and is able to vote in a timely manner. He states he is disappointed in the Board of 
Election’s decision and that this polling place does not comply with State Statute. He hopes that the 
polling location is ADA compliant and that there will be adequate parking for voters and hopes that if 
the site is inadequate the Board of Elections will reconsider that polling location and reverse the 
disservice their have imposed on the residents of Verona. 
 
Manager’s Report:  Matthew Cavallo states the approved 2016 Municipal Budget has been sent to the 
State. The Township is in year 2 of 3 in its allowance of a self-examination of the Budget. He expects to 
receive approval from the State on time and hold a public hearing, as scheduled, at the May 16th 
meeting of the governing body. 
 
He reports that a pilot program was initiated in 2012 under the former Township administration 
allowing the placement of realtor open house signs on certain street corners within the Township. 
Because this program is not enforceable, Mr. Cavallo recommends drafting the conditions of the pilot 
program and codifying an ordinance which he will introduce at the next meeting.  
 
The Department of Public Works has repaired two separate water main leaks under Mount Prospect 
Avenue alleviating the problem of water leaking up through the pavement onto the street. 
 
The oil spill on Woodland has been cleaned up. There are remediation issues on site which are now 
under the supervision of DEP. 
 
The School Board has tested additional water fountains throughout the schools in the district. As of 
today not results have been received and the fountains remain out of use. 
 
Mr. Cavallo reports that he had received an email from Councilman Roman recently requesting an 
ordinance regarding personnel policies. Mr. Cavallo states he needs to consult with the Township 
Attorney and generate a presentation addressing the Councilman’s issues, specifically expansion of the 
work week, holiday schedules, sick time, vacation time, etc. Rice notices are not applicable as these are 
generic issues concerning all employees of the Township.  
 
Essex County is holding a Hazardous Waste Collection on May 7, 2016 from 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. A list 
of acceptable materials can be found on the Essex County Utilities Authority’s website. 
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 
COUNTY OF ESSEX, NEW JERSEY 

ORDINANCE #11-16 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF VERONA CHAPTER 140 
THEREOF ENTITLED VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC BY AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS. 
 
The Municipal Clerk reads Ordinance #11-16 by title into record. 
 
The Township Manager explains this ordinance amends parking on certain Township streets and 
increases the amount of parking spots on Grove Avenue near Bloomfield Avenue by removing the 
yellow curb near the animal hospital. Additional 2 hour parking meters will be installed. He states this 
is the first of a few steps to aid business complains in the area. 
 
Motion for introduction of Ordinance #11-16 is moved by Councilman Sniatkowski; seconded by 
Councilman Roman. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:  
 
Ordinance #11-16 is approved on introduction. It will be published according to law and a public 
hearing will be held on May 16, 2016. 
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA  

COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION No. 2016-84 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor Ryan that the following 
resolution be adopted: 

 
TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR OPERATING PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, no adequate provision has been made in the 2016 Temporary Budget for the aforesaid 

purpose, and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of an Emergency Temporary Appropriation 

for the purpose mention above. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE  IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof 
affirmatively concurring) that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 an emergency temporary 
appropriation be and the same is hereby made for: 

 

POOL UTILITY - $45,000.00 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the said emergency temporary appropriations will be provided 
for in the 2016 Budget under the title of same. 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to file a 
certified copy of the resolution with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 
 
 
 
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 
COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-85 
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A motion was made by Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor Ryan that the following 
resolution be adopted: 

 
RELEASE OF ESCROW DEPOSIT TO HUNTINGTON PARK 

 
WHEREAS, the Developers Agreement dated June 17, 2013 between Durrell 33, LLC and the 
Township of Verona has been approved for the residential development also known as Huntington 
Park located at Tax Map Block 1406, Lot 1 (formerly Block 72, Lot 1); and  
 
WHEREAS, Durrell 33, LLC has furnished Performance Bond No. 915668 issued by the National 
Union Fire Insurance Company of Pittsburg, PA, licensed to do business in the State of New Jersey, in 
the amount of $1,007,337 to guarantee the faithful completion of the project in accordance with the 
requirements of the Developers Agreement; and  
 
WHEREAS, Durrell 33, LLC, had requested a reduction in the amount of the Performance Guaranty 
as permitted by the Developer’s Agreement and the Mayor and Council previously approved such 
reduction in the Performance Guaranty from $1,007,337 to $175,000 by Resolution No. 37 dated April 
6, 2015; and  
 

WHEREAS, Durrell 33, LLC, did provide a Rider to the original Performance Bond No. 915668 
reducing the amount of the performance guaranty from the original amount of $1,0007,337 to 
$175,000 effective April 6, 2015;  
 
WHEREAS, Durrell 33, LLC has now requested a release in total amount of the Performance 
Guaranty in the remaining amount of $175,000 in accordance with the requirements of the 
Developer’s Agreement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has recommended the release of the entire remaining amount of 
the Performance Guarantee subject to the developer submitting a Maintenance Guarantee in the 
amount of fifteen percent (15%) of the cost of improvements in the form of a surety bond or letter of 
credit in the amount of $150,110 in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53.3 for a 
period of two (2) years from the date of the final acceptance of the project; and 
 
WHEREAS, Performance Bond No. 915556 in the amount of $175,000 submitted to guarantee the 
completion of the project located at Tax Map Block 1406, Lot 1 (formerly Block 72, Lot 1) was released 
in its entirety, as stipulated by the Developers Agreement and the balance of the improvements 
contemplated by the Developers Agreement for the development has been determined to be 
completed in their entirety and the Township accepts the said improvements, and the developer has 
submitted a Maintenance Surety Bond No. 915668-M in the amount of $150,110 for a period of two (2) 
years expiring on March 7, 2018; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Durrell 33, LLC did originally post an escrow deposit for inspection services and 
has now requested a release of the escrow balance in the amount of $ 6,285.91 now that project 
located in Tax Map Block 1406, Lot 1 (formerly Block 72, Lot 1) is completed in its entirety, and the 
Township Engineer recommends the release of the balance of the escrow deposit to the developer. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Township of Verona, in the County of Essex, New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 
authorized and directed to release balance of the escrow deposit in the amount of $6,285.91 to the 
developer Durrell 33, LLC less any remaining fees required to paid to the Township on behalf of the 
developer. 
  
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 
COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-86 
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A motion was made by Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor Ryan that the following 
resolution be adopted: 

2015 TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L.1987, c.102, has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to 
encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling 
Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to 
expand existing programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 
recycling regulations to Implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 
condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for the 2015 Recycling Tonnage 
Grant will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to indicate the assent of 
the Mayor and Council to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained 
in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 
application is properly completed and timely filed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Verona, 
in the County of Essex, New Jersey that Township hereby endorses the submission of the recycling 
tonnage grant application to the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and 
designates the Assistant Township Engineer to ensure that the application is properly filed; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant shall 
be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA  

COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-87 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor Ryan that the following 
resolution be adopted: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CERTIFICATION LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF VERONA FIRE DEPARTMENT QUALIFYING FOR CREDIT UNDER THE LENGTH OF 
SERVICE AWARDS PROGRAM (LOSAP) FOR 2015 
 
 WHEREAS, The Township adopted Ordinance #10-99 which created the Length of Service 
Awards Program (LOSAP); and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-191 requires that the Fire Commissioner furnish the Mayor and 
Council of the Township with an annual certification list of all volunteer members who have qualified 
for credit under the award program for the previous year; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Municipal Council of the Township of Verona 
that the governing body hereby approves the list of the volunteer members of the Township of Verona 
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Fire Department certified by the Fire Department Chief for the year 2015, a copy of which list is attached 
here as Exhibit A; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this list has been posted for at least thirty (30) days 
in the respective fire companies. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA  
COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

RESOLUTION NO. 2016- 88 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor Ryan that the following 
resolution be adopted: 

 
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMENT OF RETIREMENT PLAN VIA 

ADOPTION OF VALIC RETIREMENT SERVICES COMPANY RETIREMENT PLAN FOR 
GOVERNMENTAL EMPLOYERS 

 
WHEREAS, Township of Verona previously established the Verona 401(a) w/414(h) Pick-up 

(hereinafter, the "Plan") for the exclusive benefit of its employees and their beneficiaries, which Plan 
was originally effective as of October 1, 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township has retained the power to amend and/or terminate the Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township now desires to amend and restate the Plan by adopting the VALIC 
Retirement Services Company Retirement Plan for Governmental Employers document annexed 
herein as Exhibit A; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Verona, 
in the County of Essex, New Jersey that the Township hereby amends and restates that Plan, retroactive 
to January 1, 2016, by adopting the document titled "VALIC Retirement Services Company Retirement 
Plan for Governmental Employers," on file in the Office of the Township Clerk; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Manager, Chief Financial Officer, Township 
Clerk, or any other Township Official , as may be appropriate are hereby authorized and directed to 
execute the adoption agreement to the VALIC Retirement Services Company Retirement Plan for 
Governmental Employers document as approved; execute all other documents and to do all other 
things as may be necessary or appropriate to make the VALIC Retirement Services Company 
Retirement Plan for Governmental Employers document retroactive to January 1, 2016, including the 
execution of any amendments required by the Internal Revenue Service in order to continue and 
maintain the qualified and exempt status of the Plan; and  execute any other documents required to 
obtain reliance on advisory letters issued to the VALIC Retirement Services Company Retirement Plan 
for Governmental Employers by the Internal Revenue Service. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 
COUNTY OF ESSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION No. 2016-89 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor Ryan that the following 
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resolution be adopted: 
 

PERMITTING ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the 
exclusion of the Public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Verona, 
County of Essex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of an action upon the hereinafter specified 
subject matter. 
 

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 
a. Contract Negotiations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (7). 

 
3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public when 

said subject has been fully discussed by the Council, and the attorney rules this matter may 
be brought before the public without jeopardizing any pending litigation. 

 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Manley, Roman, Sniatkowski, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 
 
Public Participation:   
 
 Jack McEvoy - 20 Montclair Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 
 Gerry Shimonaski – 33 Kenwood Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 
  
Adjournment: 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session at 8:16 p.m. is moved by Councilman Manley; seconded by Mayor 
Ryan. Vote: 5 ayes. 
 
Council reconvenes public session at 8:15. Motion to adjourn the meeting is moved by Deputy Mayor 
Nochimson; seconded by Councilman Sniatkowski. Vote: 5 ayes. 
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 16, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
    
 

Jennifer Kiernan       Kevin Ryan 

      
Jennifer Kiernan, Municipal Clerk     Kevin Ryan, Mayor 
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