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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Verona Township Council on Monday, June 1, 2015 

beginning at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers, 600 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, New Jersey. 

 

Call to Order: 

 

Roll Call: 

 

Mayor Bob Manley, Deputy Mayor Jay Sniatkowski; Councilman Frank Sapienza; Councilman 

Kevin Ryan; Councilman Michael Nochimson. Also present are Township Manager Joseph A. 

Martin and Township Attorney Michael Gannaio.  

 

Municipal Clerk reads notice of Open Public Meetings law. 

 

Mayor Manley leads the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 

The minutes of the Council Meeting on May 18
th

 are moved for approval by Deputy Mayor 

Sniatkowski; seconded by Councilman Ryan. Vote: 5 ayes. The minutes of the Council Meeting 

on May 27
th

 are moved for approval by Councilman Sapienza; seconded by Councilman 

Nochimson. Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski abstains as he was absent. Vote: 4 ayes.  

 

Manager’s Report: 

 

Mr. Martin introduces Anthony Burke, Essex County Parks liaison, to the lectern. Mr. Burke 

informs the public that the Parks Department has scheduled Friday Flicks at Kips Castle on 

Friday evenings in June. Movies begin at dusk. 

 

Mr. Martin invites the public to attend the Hilltop fields dedication which will take place on 

Monday, June 8, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. He announces that the Township Council Reorganization 

meeting will take place on the steps of Town Hall on Wednesday, July 1, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Martin introduces Joseph Faccone, Senior Partner of Samuel Klein & Company. Mr. 

Faccone is the Township’s appointed Financial Advisor. He is in attendance this evening for the 

vote by Council to adopt the 2015 Municipal Budget.  

 
Mr. Martin explains the budget process and states it was introduced on March 16, 2015, 

approved by the State several days ago, and tonight will be the public hearing and vote.  

 

Ordinances on Second Reading including Public Hearing & Final Passage: 

 

Ordinance #5-15 – An ordinance to exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to 

establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14). 

 

Mrs. Kiernan reads Ordinance #5-15 by title into the record.   

 

Mr. Martin explains that all New Jersey municipalities pass this ordinance and calls upon Mr. 

Faccone to explain what it does and the difference between this and the Levy Cap. 

 

Motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance #5-15 only is moved by Deputy Mayor 

Sniatkowski; seconded by Councilman Ryan. Vote: 5 ayes 

 

Public Participation on Ordinance #5-15:  None 

 

Motion to close the public hearing on Ordinance #5-15 is moved by Councilman Sapienza; 

seconded by Councilman Ryan.  Vote: 5 ayes. 

 

Motion for final passage of Ordinance #5-15 is moved by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski; seconded 

by Councilman Ryan. Roll Call Vote: Mayor Manley, aye; Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski, aye; 

Councilman Sapienza, aye; Councilman Ryan, aye; Councilman Nochimson, aye. 
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June 1, 2015 Minutes, continued 

 

 

Mr. Martin informs the public that Resolution #56 is a tool in which the State allows those 

municipalities which are considered “well-run” to perform a self-exam of the budget to ensure 

timely adoption of their budget. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution #56 is moved by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski; seconded by 

Councilman Sapienza. Roll Call Vote: Mayor Manley, aye; Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski, aye; 

Councilman Sapienza, aye; Councilman Ryan, aye; Councilman Nochimson, aye. 

 

Resolution #57 is a resolution to allow the Budget to be read by title only. Mr. Martin explains 

the budget was available in the Public Library 10 days prior to this meeting and advertised in full 

in accordance with New Jersey Statute. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution #57 is moved by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski; seconded by 

Councilman Nochimson. Roll Call Vote: Mayor Manley, aye; Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski, aye; 

Councilman Sapienza, aye; Councilman Ryan, aye; Councilman Nochimson, aye. 

 

Mr. Martin asks Matt Laracy, CFO to explain Resolution #58, a Resolution to amend the budget. 

Mr. Laracy states that a $10,000 grant from Sustainable New Jersey was deposited into Utility 

Debt and the amendment is necessary to transfer $10,000 for the legal installment payment. 

There is no change in the total utility budget. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution #58 is moved by Councilman Ryan; seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Sniatkowski. Roll Call Vote: Mayor Manley, aye; Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski, aye; Councilman 

Sapienza, aye; Councilman Ryan, aye; Councilman Nochimson, aye. 

 

Motion to open public hearing on the Budget is moved by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski; seconded 

by Councilman Sapienza. Vote: 5 ayes 

 
Public Participation on Budget: 

 
Public Participation on Budget: None 

 
Motion to close public hearing is moved by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski; seconded by 

Councilman Ryan. Vote: 5 ayes 

 
Council Discussion on Budget: 

 

Mayor Manley applauds CFO Matt Laracy for his efforts but states that he thinks a zero per cent 

increase is a mistake as he would have preferred an increase in the budget that would ease 

concern in future years. 

 

Deputy Sniatkowski states he supports the budget coming in “flat” and is satisfied with the 

budget as it is presented. 

 

Councilman Sapienza claims he had a number of conversations with the CFO and had a great 

deal of concern going forward with this budget and contemplated abstaining from tonight’s vote 

He states that given the penalties which would ensue if he were to abstain, his decision is to vote 

on the budget. 

 

Councilman Nochimson expresses his disappointment in that he was vocal about funding the IT 

Department in this year’s budget and has concerns about the overtime in the water/sewer 

department. Therefore, he will be voting against the budget. 

 

Councilman Ryan states he would like to have more detail about the budget, an example being 

overtime costs. He suggests the Council examine the structure of the departments to identify 

positions where they can shift people to save money. He states that although taxes are not going 

up this year, he would like to see more tax relief. He will not be supporting this budget. 
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June 1, 2015 Minutes, continued 

 

 

Resolution #59 – Adoption of the 2015 Municipal Budget 

 

Motion to approve Resolution #59 is moved by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski; seconded by 

Councilman Sapienza.  Roll Call Vote: Mayor Manley, aye; Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski, aye; 

Councilman Sapienza, aye; Councilman Ryan, nay; Councilman Nochimson, nay.   

 

Mayor’s Report: 

 

Mayor Manley reiterates his comments from the last meeting and thanks everyone involved in 

the Memorial Day service. It was a fitting celebration and he was happy to be a part of it. He 

extends his thanks to Sue Neale for organizing the ceremony. 

 

He comments that he attended the Green Fair which was held on Saturday, May 30, 2015 in the 

Civic Center. He congratulates Steven Neale and the members of the Green Team for their 

efforts. 

 

Councilmember’s Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski comments on the Memorial Day Parade and thanks Rob Caruso, who 

worked hard to identify the family members of those honored with street signs and arranging for 

them to participate in the ceremony.  

 

Councilman Sapienza also commended Rob Caruso for his efforts and expresses that he was 

proud to be a part of the ceremony. He discusses an email he received regarding the use of the 

HBW field on weekends. There is discussion among Council on this matter. Mr. Martin explains 

that this is a Board of Education issue as they are responsible for that field. 

 

Councilman Ryan echoes the sentiments of Rob Caruso for his efforts regarding the Memorial 

Day Parade and reports that Fios 1 was present and reported on the event. He suggests that a link 

to their story be posted on the Town’s website. 

 

Councilman Nochimson comments on the huge turnout for the Memorial Day parade. He 

discusses the hours of the community pool and asks if it is possible to accommodate some 

residents who would like the pool to open earlier. Mr. Martin assures the Council he will have an 

answer on the June 15
th

 meeting. 

 

Public Participation: 

 

Motion to open public participation is moved by Councilman Ryan; seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Sniatkowski. Vote: 5 ayes. 

 

Jim Day – 8 Windemere Road, Verona, New Jersey 

Al DeOld – 15 Howard Street, Verona, New Jersey 

Jack McEvoy – 20 Montclair Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 

 

Motion to close public participation is moved by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski; seconded by 

Councilman Ryan. Vote: 5 ayes. 

 

Resolutions: 

 

Mr. Martin explains Resolution #60 is the adoption of 2015 Essex County All Hazard Mitigation 

Plan Update; Resolution #61 is a tax lien redemption for lien #2012-3 in the amount of 

$28,343.37. Resolution #62 grants a Limousine License for Corina Transportation, 63 Otsego 

Road, Verona, New Jersey and Resolution #63 grants a Limousine License for Clairidge Airport 

Service, 86 Derwent Avenue, Verona, New Jersey. Resolution #64 is for a Closed Session which 

is not needed this evening. 
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June 1, 2015 Minutes, continued 

 

 

Motion to approve is made by Councilman Ryan; seconded by Deputy Mayor Sniatkowski. 

Vote: 5 ayes. 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting is moved by Councilman Sapienza; seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Sapienza. Vote: 5 ayes 

 

The meeting is adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

 

The next regular scheduled meeting is Monday, June 15, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Kiernan 
Jennifer Kiernan, Municipal Clerk 


