
                                                                                                                                                           

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
Thursday June 28, 2018 

 

 
 
Present:  Absent: 
Chairman Tom Freeman  Mayor Kevin Ryan 
Vice-Chairman Larry Lonergan Mr. Michael Foley  
Councilman Alex Roman  Ms. Jennifer Critchley  
Mr. Greg Mascera, Planning Board Attorney  Mr. Paul Mathewson   
Mr. Michael DeCarlo, Township Engineer Mr. Steven Neale 
Mr. Al De Old, Alt #1  Mr. James Kirby 
Mr. Tim Camuti, Alt #2  Ms. Melissa Collins 
Kelly Lawrence, Substitute Planning Board Secretary  
    

 
Meeting called to order at 7:32 P.M.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

 

Chairman Freeman reads Open Public Meetings Act Statement. 

 
Public: None 
 
Approval of Minutes: Chairman Freeman asks the board if they have any changes for the minutes dated February 22, 
2018. Chairman Freeman again asks for a motion to approve with no changes.  
 
Mr. Lonergan makes the motion, and Mr. Roman seconds. Councilman Roman, Ms. Critchley and Mr. Mathewson 
abstain. All in favor. Aye. 
 
Hearing of Developers and Applicants: Preliminary/Final Site Plan Application for Block 1702 Lot 16, 636 Bloomfield 

Avenue, Grimaldi’s Pizzeria 

 

Before applicant started his case Chairman Freeman wanted to put on the record that he owned the building at 636 Bloomfield 

Avenue prior and he and his wife owned and operated the retail store that was there prior to the applicant. He stated that he 

sold the building to the applicant along with his partners. 

 

Kenneth McHugh, business address 636 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, NJ, is the applicant. Mr. Mascera swears the applicant. 

Mr. Mascera also deems the application complete and that notice has been properly done. 

 

Mr. McHugh testifies there is an existing patio in rear of building they would like to use. The applicant states he would like it 

as a nice addition to the business to allow customers to sit outside on the patio and eat. Mr. Freeman offers exhibit B-1 letter 

from Mr. Michael DeCarlo in the Engineering Department, exhibit B-2 memo from Mr. Thomas Jacobsen in the Construction 

Department, and exhibit B-3 letter from Environmental Commission from their chairperson to Ashley Neale, Board Secretary. 

Mr. Mascera asked if the applicant had any exhibits. The applicant offered his plans as exhibit A-1. 

 

Addressing Mr. Jacobsen’s concerns about a parking meter, the applicant referred to his plan and it did not show the meter on 

the survey but they can move the gate over or change how the gate swings. There will be no outdoor preparation or cooking of 

food outside. There will be no noise issue, if anything only soft outside music if anything. Exhibit A-2, letter from the 

neighbor about dumpster being allowed on neighboring property to satisfy Mr. Jacobsen’s comment #4. Mr. DeCarlo agreed 

the gate should be moved over more to right hand side where table are and swing in due to the handicap loading space. 

Applicant did not feel Environmental comments applied since all does exist no excavation being done and the runoff will not 

change with no work being done. The applicant testifies that the outdoor seating will not cause any issues with the existing 
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parking or loading/unloading areas. The applicant proposes a new standard wooden fence around the patio with 6-inch inlet. 

They will use the existing flood light outside already in the area. 

 

Chairman Freeman asks the understanding about the number he can put outside. Mr. Mascera states that it is by ordinance 

30.38 seats. Chairman Freeman questions why the applicant needs to come before the Planning board if this is allowed by 

ordinance. Mr. Mascera explains this is through New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law that applicant needs to come for site 

plan approval.  

 

Chairman Freeman asks if there are any questions from the Board. Mr. De Old asks if per fire laws if the gate needs to open 

out or in. Mr. DeCarlo references the ADA laws and swing in is more appropriate. Mr. Camuti explains when he visited the 

site he spoke with Mr. McHugh’s partner and the she told him that the gate was not intended for people but only for coal 

delivery for the coal fired pizza. Mr. McHugh explained that the size of the gate was made bigger to allow for the machinery 

that is needed to bring in the coal; a standard gate would not work. They will also keep one side of patio clear to allow the coal 

delivery in. Mr. McHugh also stated he wanted to allow people to go in and out of the gate. Mr. Lonergan referenced that there 

is a need to have two means of egress. Mr. Camuti questioned if found that the light was not enough would the applicant 

change the light outside. Mr. Mascera asked if applicant would be ok if it is approved that a condition be put that he light 

outside be up to one-foot candle. The applicant agreed. 

 

Chairman Freeman asks if any public questions for the applicant. None. 

 

Mr. McHugh finished by thanking the Board and stating he would be willing to do anything to get the patio project going.  

 

Mr. Mascera reviews the conditions for the application if approved being as follows: moving the gate entrance, comply with 

Mr. Jacobsen’s concerns, and  

 

Chairman Freeman asks for a motion to approve the application with conditions. Councilman Roman makes a motion. Vice-

Chairman Lonergan seconds. 

 

Yes: Chairman Freeman, Vice-Chairman Lonergan, Councilman Roman, Mr. Camuti, Mr. De Old  

 

Absent: Mayor Ryan, Mr. Foley, Ms. Critchley, Mr. Mathewson, Mr. Neale, Mr. Kirby, Ms. Collins 

 

 Motion is carried application is approved. The applicant is informed that a resolution needs to be approved at the next Board 

meeting in July.  

 
Chairman Freeman stated that he would like to have a meeting in July to reconstitute the Board instead of waiting until 
September or October like last year. He asked if the meeting dates were sent to Ms. Kiernan. Chairman Freeman asked 
that the Board make an effort to have their meeting on July 26. 
 
Adjourn 
 
After a motion made by Councilman Roman and Mr. Lonergan seconded it and there was a unanimous vote to 
adjourn at 8:03 pm. 
         Respectfully submitted,    
 
 
         Kelly Lawrence 
         Substitute Planning Board Secretary 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Meeting minutes are a summation of the hearing. If you are interested in a verbatim transcript from this or any proceeding, 
please contact the Planning Board office at 973-857-4805.  


