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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Verona Township Council on Monday, March 19, 
2018 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 600 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, 
New Jersey. 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Municipal Clerk reads notice of Open Public Meetings law. The notice requirements of 
the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied with respect to this meeting; 
specifically, the time, date and location were included in the annual notice of meetings 
adopted by the governing body, posted in the Municipal Building, and sent to the official 
newspapers of the Township, the Verona Cedar Grove Times and the Star Ledger. 
Additionally, the agenda for this meeting was posted in the Municipal Building and sent 
to the two newspapers before 4:30 p.m. on the Friday preceding this meeting. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Mayor Kevin Ryan; Deputy Mayor Michael Nochimson; Councilman Alex Roman; 
Councilman Ted Giblin and Councilman Jack McEvoy are present. Township Manager 
Matthew Cavallo, Township Attorney Brian Aloia, and Municipal Clerk Jennifer Kiernan 
are also present.  
 
Mayor Ryan leads the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Township Manager Matthew Cavallo invites Bob Williams to the lectern. Mr. Williams 
displays several paintings of old Verona to the public. He had the paintings made from 
existing photos. The pictures are framed with oak woodwork from the Overbrook 
buildings, which were recently demolished. He states he would like to provide the 
paintings on loan to the Township to display in the Council Chambers. Mr. Cavallo states 
that the Township will draft an agreement to hold the paintings on loan from Mr. 
Williams at a future date. 
 
Mayor’s Report:    
 
Mayor Ryan and the Township Council present a certificate of recognition to the 5th 
Grade Girls Suburban Basketball Team. Ms. Elizabeth Vigna of the Verona Junior 
Woman’s Club is present. Mayor Ryan reads a proclamation declaring April as Child 
Abuse Awareness Month on behalf of the Junior Woman’s Club. Mayor Ryan reads a 
proclamation declaring April 12-16 as Distracted Driver Awareness Week, a 
proclamation declaring April as National Autism Awareness Month and a proclamation 
declaring the third week in March as National Poison Prevention Week. 
 
Mayor Ryan invites Essex County liaison Jay Coltre to the lectern. Mr. Coltre reports the 
County will hold its annual Irish Celebration on March 21st in the Leroy Smith Building. 
He reports that he spoke to the County Engineer the Council’s concerns about Mount 
Prospect Avenue. The Engineer will look at statistics and determine if it warrants a traffic 
study.  The 2018 Essex County Cherry Blossom Festival will run from April 7 through 
April 15 in Branch Brook Park.   
 
Manager’s Report:   
 
Township Manager Matthew Cavallo reports that this year’s VBSL Parade will be held 
on Saturday, April 7. The fields should be open in a few weeks (weather permitting). 
Open Gym, held on Sunday’s at the gym in the Community Center from 4:30 – 7:30 has 
been extended until the end of April. Township Offices are closed on Friday, March 30th 
in observance of Good Friday. The Verona Park clean-up will be held April 14th. The 
Environmental Commission will be assisting the Verona Park Conservancy.  
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Because of lack of participation, Volunteer Night has been cancelled.  The Green Fair will 
be held at the Civic Center on May 19th. VMAC will host Family Night on Wednesday, 
March 28.  
 
There is a resolution on tonight’s agenda changing the scheduled council meeting date 
from April 23 to April 16.  
 
The Township Manager reports that during the last storm, the police department 
dispatch received 589 calls in a 36-hour period. There were 139 locations of wires down. 
On Thursday, morning 2,200 residents were without power. By Thursday evening, that 
number was down to 200. By the weekend, almost all power was restored. The Township 
Manager states the storm did cost the Township a heavy sum of money. Chief Kiernan is 
working on the damage assessments that need to be submitted to FEMA today. We do 
not expecting a salting and plowing related costs to be reimbursable as if it were a record 
snowfall, which it was not. We are submitting for a Category A debris removal and 
Category B - Emergency Protective Measures reimbursement, which is any event that 
required the Township to get to an emergency. He is hopeful that there will be some sort 
of reimbursement in the near future, although the Township did just receive 
reimbursement for the 2016 storm, which was about 75% of the cost to the Township.   
 
Councilmembers’ Reports: 
 
Deputy Mayor Nochimson reports that the Recreation Advisory Committee met last 
week and had some good ideas to discuss in future meetings. The Deputy Mayor also 
suggests placing the metal garbage cans on turf fields. He states it was reported last year 
that the cans radiate the sunlight and help the snow on the turf melt faster. The Township 
Manager will look into it.  
 
Councilman Roman has no report.  
 
Councilman McEvoy reports that he attended the State of the County Address and 
learned a good bit of information. He requests that the County video of an overview of 
how county money is spent contained good information. He requests that the Township 
post that video online. He attended the last meeting of the Historical Preservation 
Commission, which is looking at several properties to designate historical place in the 
Township. He also congratulates the two retirements from the Board of Adjustment for 
their years of service 
 
Councilman McEvoy also reports that if there are no plans to remove the shed at Linn 
Drive, the trim boards need replacement.    
 
Councilman Giblin also attended the State of the County. He met with Senator 
Pennacchio on February 28. He states the Senator is anxious, as is Assemblywoman 
DeCroce, to expand relations with the Township of Verona. He looks forward to 
welcoming them to a council meeting in May or June. In regards to the Islamic Center 
moving to Verona, the Councilman states he wishes to be the first to welcome them to 
Verona and is looking forward to meeting with the congregants. He acknowledges the 
passing of Joseph Ruggiero and Robert McNinch. Mr. Ruggiero served in WWII and was 
a Verona resident for over 70 years. Mr. McNinch served on the Verona Police 
Department.  
    
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-08 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 
The Municipal Clerk reads Ordinance No. 2018-08 by title into record.  
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The Township CFO explains that this is an annual ordinance to exceed the State cap in 
appropriations, adopted by each municipality. The Township will not need it, but it is 
described as good housekeeping.  
 
Motion to introduce Ordinance No. 2018-08 is moved by Mayor Ryan; seconded by 
Councilman Giblin. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:  

 
Ordinance No. 2018-08 is introduced 5-0. It will be published according to law and a 
public hearing will be held on April 16, 2018. 
 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-49 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Ryan; seconded by Councilman Giblin that 
the following resolution be adopted: 
 

TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR OPERATING PURPOSES 
  

WHEREAS, no adequate provision has been made in the 2018 Temporary 
Budget for the aforesaid purpose, and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of an 
Emergency Temporary Appropriation for the purpose mention above; and  

  

WHEREAS, the total Emergency Temporary resolutions adopted in the year 
2018 pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, PL 1951 as amended) 
including this resolution total $1,584,378.  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 an 
emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:  

  

Budget  Amount  

Current Fund (Detail in Supplement A) 4,195,182.82 

Water/Sewer Utility Fund (Detail in Supplement 

A) 

1,129,387.89 

  

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the said emergency temporary appropriations 
will be provided for in the 2018 Budget under the title of same.  
   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed 
to file a certified copy of the resolution with the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services.  
  

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-50 
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A motion was made by Mayor Ryan; seconded by Councilman Giblin that the 

following resolution be adopted: 
 

SELF-EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt 
rules that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, 
normally granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of 
conducting the annual budget examination; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 
11, 1997; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Township of Verona has 
been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government 
Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the local government meets 
the necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2018 budget year. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Township 
of Verona that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief 
Financial Officer's certification, the governing body has found the budget has met the 
following requirements: 
 
 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been 
calculated pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget: 
  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 
  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
  c. Cash deficit of preceding year 
  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 
  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 
  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes. 
 
 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on 
appropriations found at N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP 
Law). 
 
 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by 
the Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 
 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 
 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly 
stated, 

  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 
  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will  

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the 
municipality. 

 
 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly 
advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except 
that failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 
 
 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 
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ROLL CALL: 

AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 

 
RESOLUTION No. 2018-51 

 
A motion was made by Mayor Ryan; seconded by Councilman Giblin that the 

following resolution be adopted: 
 

AMENDING THE MEETING DATES FOR THE  
SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2017-107 established the schedule of Regular 

Meeting dates and times the meeting dates and times of the Township Council through 
June 2018, and; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-18, notice 
of the scheduled meetings was transmitted on June 23, 2016 in the Verona-Cedar Grove 
Times and Newark Star Ledger; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Verona have decided to 
amend the schedule. 

NOW THEREFOREBE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Township of Verona, County of Essex, New Jersey, that schedule meetings of the 
Mayor and Council is hereby amended as follows: 

 

Original Date Rescheduled Date 

Monday, April 23, 2018 Monday, April 16, 2018 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk is hereby directed to 

transmit to Township’s official newspapers, the Verona-Cedar Grove Times and the 
Newark Star Ledger. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:    Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:   

 
RESOLUTION No. 2018-53 

 
A motion was made by Mayor Ryan; seconded by Councilman Giblin that the 

following resolution be adopted: 
 

AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH BENECARD SERVICES, LLC 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for the placement of Prescription Coverages for 
employees for the Township of Verona; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Verona has a need to acquire such services pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 19-44A-20.5; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the value of said 
services will exceed $17,500.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Manager has recommended that the Benecard Services, 
LLC, 1200 Route 46 West, Clifton, New Jersey 07103 be awarded a contract to provide 
prescription coverage for Township employees. 
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 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Verona, in the County of Essex, New Jersey that Benecard Services, LLC is hereby 
awarded a contract for providing prescription services not to exceed $415,000.00 without 
further authorization of the Governing Body. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Entity Disclosure Certification 
and Determination of Value are to be placed on file with this Resolution; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is being awarded pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be published once 
in the Verona-Cedar Grove Times; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Manager and the Township Clerk 
are hereby authorized to enter into an agreement for the aforementioned services a copy of 
which shall be available for public inspection in the Office of the Township Clerk. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 

 
RESOLUTION No. 2018-54 

 
A motion was made by Mayor Ryan; seconded by Councilman Giblin that the 

following resolution be adopted: 
 

PERMITTING ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, 
permits the exclusion of the Public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 
 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently 
exists. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the 

Township of Verona, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of an action upon the hereinafter 
specified subject matter. 

 
2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 

a. Contract Negotiations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7) 
b. Pending Litigation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7) 
c. Personnel Matters pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8) 

 
3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public 

when said subject has been fully discussed by the Council, and the attorney rules 
this matter may be brought before the public without jeopardizing any pending 
litigation. 

 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 



 

7 

 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
 NAYS: 

 
New Business: 
 
Township Attorney Brian Aloia states that in regards to the Board of Adjustment Appeal 
Case #2107-08, both parties are working towards a potential settlement and have 
requested the hearing be adjourned until the April 16 meeting of the governing body. 
 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-55 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Ryan; seconded by Councilman Roman that the 
following resolution be adopted: 

 
INTRODUCTION OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Verona, in the 

County of Essex, New Jersey that the following statements of revenues and 
appropriations shall constitute the Municipal Budget of the Township of Verona for the 
2018 calendar year; 

General Appropriations: 
 

1. Appropriations within “CAPS” (H-1 Sheet 19) 
 

2. Appropriations excluded from “CAPS” (H-2 
Sheet 28) 
 

3. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (M-Sheet 29) 
 

4. Total General Appropriations (Item 9, Sheet 29) 
 

5. Less: Anticipated Revenues Other than Current 
Property Tax (Item 5, Sheet 11) 
 

6. Difference: Amount to be raised by Taxes for 
support of the Municipal Budget (as follows)                                                     
(a) Local Tax for Municipal Purposes including 
Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (Item 6(a), Sheet 
11) 

 

Year 2018 
 

$ 17,112,026.68 
 

$   4,996,485.23 
 

$   1,628,850.00 
 

$ 23,737,361.91 
 

$  (7,413,441.23) 
 
 
 

$ 15,532,029.68 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Budget will be published in the Verona-

Cedar Times in the March 22, 2018 edition of the Verona Cedar Grove Times. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Council of the Township of 

Verona does hereby approve the preceding as the Budget for the 2018 year: 
A Hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held in the 
Municipal Building on April 16, 2018  at 7 o’clock p.m. at which time 
and place discussions to said Budget and Tax Resolution for 2018 
may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons. 
 

 BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that copies of the budget are available in the office of 
the Municipal Clerk, Township of Verona, at the Municipal Building, 600 Bloomfield 
Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 07044 during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The budget 
is also posted on the Township’s webpage at www.veronanj.org. All persons interested 
in the proposed budget will have an opportunity to address the Township Council during 
the aforementioned public hearing. 
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ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: 
 

After Council discussion, Mayor Ryan opens Public Participation on the topic of the 
Budget only.  
 
 Al DeOld, 15 Howard Street, Verona, New Jersey 
 
Council appoints Councilman Giblin unanimously as a Council Member of the Green 
Team with a term expiring 6/30/2018. 
 
The Township Manager states that an ordinance for garbage collection has been drafted 
and forwarded to the Council for comments. The Council has also been provided a cost 
estimate regarding the Veteran’s Field house. The Township Manager also reviews 
change orders for the Library renovation. If he obtains consent for the governing body to 
move forward, he will present a resolution for approval at the next meeting. There is 
consensus among the council for Mr. Cavallo to proceed. 
 
Public Participation:   

 
George DePaul, 29 Ozone Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 
Gerry Shimonaski, 33 Kenwood Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 
Laura Fortgang, 45 Wayland Drive, Verona, New Jersey 

  
Council goes into Executive Session at 10:47.  
  
Adjournment: 
 
Motion to adjourn the public meeting at 11:05 is moved by Mayor Ryan; seconded by 
Councilman Roman. Vote: 5 ayes.  
 
The next regular scheduled meeting is April 16, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Kiernan      Kevin Ryan 

Jennifer Kiernan, Municipal Clerk    Kevin Ryan, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: April 16, 2018 


