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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Verona Township Council on Monday, February 5, 
2018 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 600 Bloomfield Avenue, Verona, 
New Jersey. 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Municipal Clerk reads notice of Open Public Meetings law. The notice requirements of 
the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied with respect to this meeting; 
specifically, the time, date and location were included in the annual notice of meetings 
adopted by the governing body, posted in the Municipal Building, and sent to the official 
newspapers of the Township, the Verona Cedar Grove Times and the Star Ledger. 
Additionally, the agenda for this meeting was posted in the Municipal Building and sent 
to the two newspapers before 4:30 p.m. on the Friday preceding this meeting. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Mayor Kevin Ryan; Deputy Mayor Michael Nochimson; Councilman Alex Roman; 
Councilman Ted Giblin and Councilman Jack McEvoy are present. Township Manager 
Matthew Cavallo, Township Attorney Brian Aloia, and Municipal Clerk Jennifer Kiernan 
are also present.  
 
Mayor Ryan leads the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Mayor’s Report:    
 
Mayor Ryan invites Essex County liaison Jay Coltre to the lectern. Mr. Coltre reports the 
County’s last week of its deer management program will be in Hilltop Park February 8, 
13, 15, 20 and 22.  The County’s Wildlife Management Consultant has determined that 
the current process of a deer management is the best and most efficient means to control 
the deer population.  Councilman Roman addresses his concern to Mr. Coltre regarding 
Mount Prospect Avenue in Verona into West Orange given that he was seen several car 
accidents in that area. He comments that there may be a lack of sufficient street lighting 
and suggests a traffic study may be needed to identify any concerns and remedies.  Essex 
County Executive Joseph DiVincenzo will present his State of the County address on 
February 26 and the Hospital Center in Cedar Grove. 
 
Mayor Ryan states he, along with Deputy Mayor Nochimson, Councilmen McEvoy and 
Roman and the Township Manager attended the Verona Rescue Squad dinner at the 
Valley Regency last Saturday. Alfred Santoro was presented with a certificate of 
recognition from the Council for over 40 years of service to the Verona Rescue Squad. The 
Rescue Squad also held their annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, which had over 240 
attendees. 
 
Mayor Ryan and Green Team member Steven Neale attended the Mayor’s Climate 
Summit at Rutgers University on Saturday. On Thursday, February 8th the Mayor will 
attend the meeting of the NJ Conference of Mayors in Trenton. He is looking forward to 
Governor Phil Murphy laying out his agenda.  
 
Manager’s Report:   
 
Open Gym is held every Sunday from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. from now until April.  Grades 
4 & Under 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.  Grades 5-12 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. The Mantle in the Library is 
scheduled to be removed by the restoration company on Monday, February 5. The update 
of porting the main phone number to the municipal offices has finally been completed.  
973-239-3220 has an Auto Attendant.  To reach an individual department, you can still 
dial the 10 digit number for that office. 
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The appraisal company has inspected approximately 330 residential, and 17 commercial, 
and 48 exempt properties as of January 30.  They are taking digital photos of the front, 
back, and any accessory buildings on the properties as they inspect them. Daytime, 
evening, and Saturday appointments are available for residents that request 
appointments. On Wednesday, February 21 the property appraisers will host a public 
information session in the ballroom of the Community Center at 6:30 p.m. The Library 
will host a retirement celebration for Bill Trafton on Saturday, February 10 from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Temporary Library. The public is welcome.   The side windows of the bus 
shelters by both the Community Center and Verona Park have been installed thanks to a 
donation by the Verona Lions Club.  The Engineering Department is working on the final 
specifications for the parking lot land parcel of the Verona Community Pool. For the 2nd 
year in a row, there will be no increase in the Community Pool membership fees.  
 
Councilmembers’ Reports: 
 
Deputy Mayor Nochimson suggests raising the permit fee for dumpsters. He comments 
about an article on the legalization of cannabis in Sunday’s Star Ledger. He urges the 
council to debate the issue in advance of making a decision. He submits the article to the 
Municipal Clerk to distribute among the governing body.  The Township Manager 
comments that he has been keeping an eye on the bills pending in the legislature, neither 
which have had any movement, but states that there will be a one-year period after the 
adoption of such legislation before it actually is enacted allowing the municipality to 
discuss what actions, if any, they would like to take.  
 
Councilman Roman comments that it will take time to figure out that everyone’s opinion 
is and to draft whatever need to be drafted. He does not have an objection to having the 
discussion now, rather than later. Previously, Councilman Roman proposed the 
possibility if enacting a tax abatement program for renovations to existing buildings to 
allow the Township to spread out any increase in the assessment over five years, thereby 
phasing in the expense to eliminating the taxpayer getting hit all at once.  He suggests to 
start looking at ordinances other towns have enacted and discuss the issue.  
 
Councilman McEvoy reports that he also attended the Rescue Squad dinner. He states he 
is amazed at how many calls are responded to in a year. He urges the public to donate to 
the Squad. He attended the SWAC meeting on helping the public recycle better. He 
advises the public to visit the Township’s website to understand what can and cannot be 
recycled. 
 
Councilman McEvoy also reports that if there are no plans to remove the shed at Linn 
Drive, the trim boards need replacement.    
 
Councilman Giblin requests information as to where the Township is in the current 
budget for ice and snow removal. The Township Manager states the Township is still 
within its budget.    
 

ORDINANCE # 2018-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A NEW CHAPTER 4 
(ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT) AND REPEALING 

CHAPTER 34 (OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES) ARTICLES I THROUGH 
VIII OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF VERONA 

 
The Municipal Clerk reads Ordinance No. 2018-05 by title into record.  
 
Public Hearing: None. 
 
Council Discussion: Councilman Giblin commends the work that went into this 
ordinance and states he is happy its gives order to the Township government. 
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Councilman McEvoy comments this ordinance is educational and he fully supports it. 
Councilman Roman states this is a big step forward in putting into place the departments 
and their needs.  Deputy Mayor Nochimson states he believes the organizational chart of 
this ordinance should have preceded the salary ordinance that was previously adopted. 
He states there are a few areas for alignment and will vote against this ordinance. Mayor 
Ryan states that the Township government had a lack of organization and clarity prior to 
this ordinance and he will vote affirmatively.  
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-05 is moved by Mayor Ryan; seconded by 
Councilman McEvoy. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Roman, Giblin, McEvoy, Ryan 
NAYS: Nochimson 

 
Ordinance No. 2018-05 is adopted 4-1 and will be published according to law. 
 

ORDINANCE # 2018-06 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER A175 (FEES) OF THE CODE 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF VERONA BY AMENDING CERTAIN 

SECTIONS THEREOF 
 
The Municipal Clerk reads Ordinance No. 2018-06 by title into record.  
 
Public Hearing: None. 
 
Council Discussion: Councilman Giblin states the Township has performed marriage 
ceremonies for many years without charging and many people may not have the 
resources to pay. He supports the Public Defender fee of this ordinance but not the 
marriage fees. Councilman McEvoy states the fee is minimal and goes to a good cause. 
Councilman Roman expresses his concern that he is concerned that the Township may 
be charging fees just to charge fees. He also states that the Township allocated funds to 
both the Squad and Fire Department. Deputy Mayor Nochimson states he originally 
wanted the fee to be set at $200 as not charging a fee at all makes no sense.  
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-06 is moved by Deputy Mayor Nochimson; 
seconded by Councilman McEvoy. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  McEvoy, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS: Roman, Giblin 

 
Ordinance No. 2018-06 is adopted 3-2 and will be published according to law. 
 

ORDINANCE # 2018-07 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 31 (MUNICIPAL 
ALLIANCE COMMITTEE) OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

VERONA BY AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS THEREOF 
 
The Municipal Clerk reads Ordinance No. 2018-07 by title into record.  
 
Public Hearing: None. 
 
Council Discussion: None. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-07 is moved by Mayor Ryan; seconded by 
Councilman Roman. 
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ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Roman, Giblin, McEvoy, Nochimson, Ryan 
NAYS:  

 
Ordinance No. 2018-07 is adopted 5-0 and will be published according to law. 
 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-39 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Giblin; seconded by Councilman 
Roman that the following resolution be adopted: 
  

TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR OPERATING PURPOSES 
  

WHEREAS, no adequate provision has been made in the 2018 Temporary 
Budget for the aforesaid purpose, and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of an 
Emergency Temporary Appropriation for the purpose mention above; and  

  

WHEREAS, the total Emergency Temporary resolutions adopted in the year 
2018 pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, PL 1951 as amended) 
including this resolution total $1,584,378.  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 an 
emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:  

  

Current Fund:  Amount  

General Insurance 200,000 

Public Employee Retirement System 327,025 

Police and Fire Retirement System 614,653 

Administration Other Expenses 5,000 

Construction Code Other Expenses 2,000 

Communication Salary and Wages 15,000 

Street and Road Other Expense 20,000 

Social Security/Medicare 50,000 

DCRP 5,000 

Total Current Fund 1,232,378 

  

    

Water & Sewer Utility:    

Public Employee Retirement System  252,000 

General Insurance  100,000  

Total Utility Fund 352,000 

   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the said emergency temporary appropriations 
will be provided for in the 2018 Budget under the title of same.  

   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed 
to file a certified copy of the resolution with the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services.  
  

ROLL CALL:  
     AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
     NAYS:  
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RESOLUTION No. 2018-40 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Giblin; seconded by Councilman 
Roman that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH LIFESAVERS, INC.  
 WHEREAS, the Township of Verona has a need to purchase two Automatic Chest 
Compressors for use by the Verona Police Department and the Verona Rescue Squad; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purchase of this equipment is not included in any New Jersey 
State or approved Cooperative Contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township has solicited a quotation from Lifesavers, Inc., 39 
Plymouth Street, Fairfield, New Jersey 07004, the sole distributor of Defibtech products 
in New Jersey, to supply this equipment to the Township; and 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Verona, in the County of Essex, New Jersey that Lifesavers, Inc., 39 Plymouth Street, 
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004 is hereby awarded a contract to supply this equipment to the 
Township in the Contract Amount of $27,900. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Entity Disclosure Certification 
and Determination of Value are to be placed on file with this Resolution; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract in the amount of $27,900 is being 
awarded pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be published once 
in the Verona-Cedar Grove Times; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Manager and the Township 
Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into an agreement for the aforementioned services 
a copy of which shall be available for public inspection in the Office of the Township 
Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL:  
     AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
     NAYS:  
 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-41 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Giblin; seconded by Councilman 
Roman that the following resolution be adopted: 

 
APPROVAL OF DEVELOPERS AGREEMENT WITH  

SARACENO PROPERTIES, INC. 
 

WHEREAS, The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Verona has 
granted approval to the developer, Saraceno Properties, Inc., 110, Fairview Avenue, 
Verona, New Jersey 07044 to subdivide portion of Block 2702, Lot 7 to create an additional 
fully conforming one-family residential building lot and to relocate three parking spaces 
from the existing office use at the Property, which approval was granted on July 13, 2017 
and memorialized on August 10, 2017 for the property located Tax Map Block 2702, Lot 
7 also known as 110 Fairview Avenue, Verona, New Jersey; and 
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WHEREAS, the Resolution contains terms and conditions of approval and the 
Developer desires to comply with those terms and conditions and enter into an 
agreement with the Township of Verona. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT BE RESOLVED, that the “Developers Agreement” 
between the Township of Verona and Saraceno Properties, Inc. having offices 110, 
Fairview Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 07044 for the development located at Tax Map 
Block 2702, Lot 7, is hereby approved and that the Township Manager is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute the agreement on behalf of the Township of Verona 
upon the approval of the agreement by the Township Attorney. 
 
ROLL CALL:  
     AYES:   Giblin, Roman, Ryan 
     NAYS:  
     ABSTAIN: McEvoy, Nochimson 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-44 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Giblin; seconded by Councilman Roman 

that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LIEN  
 

WHEREAS, the Construction Code Official determined that the owner of the 
Block 1801, Lot 1, commonly known as 6 Morningside Road, Verona, New Jersey failed 
to comply with the Township property maintenance code, specifically snow removal; and 

 
WHEREAS, clean up was performed by Green Valley Landscape Design & 

Maintenance on behalf of the Township on January 8th totaling the amount of $75.00; and 
  

 WHEREAS, these charges shall be imposed on the property in the form of a 
municipal lien for above services pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-8 and to any other applicable 
State of Federal regulation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the 
Township of Verona, County of Essex, New Jersey, that the Tax Collector be and is hereby 
authorized and directed to take all appropriate actions to impose on the property 
commonly known as 6 Morningside Road, Verona, New Jersey (Block 1801, Lot 1) a 
municipal lien in the amount of the tax lien certificate ($75.00), where upon the Tax 
Collector shall, within ten (10) days of encumbering of the property, send official notice 
of said encumbrance via certified mail, return receipt requested and regular mail to any 
and all other lien holders or creditors with a secured interest in the property. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:  
     AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
     NAYS: 
 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-45 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Giblin; seconded by Councilman Roman 
that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

PERMITTING ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, 
permits the exclusion of the Public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently 
exists. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the 

Township of Verona, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of an action upon the hereinafter 
specified subject matter. 

 
2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 

a. Contract Negotiations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7) 
b. Pending Litigation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7) 

 
3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public 

when said subject has been fully discussed by the Council, and the attorney rules 
this matter may be brought before the public without jeopardizing any pending 
litigation. 

 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL:  
     AYES:   Giblin, McEvoy, Roman, Nochimson, Ryan 
     NAYS: 
 
New Business: 
 
Township Attorney Brian Aloia states that in regards to the Board of Adjustment Appeal 
Case #2107-08, both parties are working towards a potential settlement and have 
requested the hearing be adjourned until the March 19 meeting of the governing body. 

 
Public Participation:   

 
Jen Critchley, 103 Sunset Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 
Rich Aloia, 37 Malvern Place, Verona, New Jersey 
Gerry Simonaski, 33 Kenwood Avenue, Verona, New Jersey 
Carrie Ford, 50 East Reid Place, Verona, New Jersey 

 Jessica Pearson, 20 Montclair Avenue, Verona, New Jersey  
 
Council goes into Executive Session at 8:49.  
  
Adjournment: 
 
Motion to adjourn the public meeting at 9:14 is moved by Councilman Roman; seconded 
by Mayor Ryan. Vote: 5 ayes.  
 
The next regular scheduled meeting is February 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Kiernan       Kevin Ryan   

Jennifer Kiernan, Municipal Clerk    Kevin Ryan, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: __________________ 


