
COMMISSIONER MINUTES 
#564   August 27, 2007 
 
 The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met this day with Chairman Dennis Crane, 
Paul Christensen and Clay Handy, Board Members; Alfred E. Barrus, Prosecuting Attorney; 
Larry Mickelsen, Clerk of the Board, and Kerry D. McMurray, County Administrator, present. 

PREVIOUS WEEK’S MINUTES 
 The Minutes for August 20, 2007 were discussed. A motion was made and seconded to 
approve and proceed with publication of an appropriate synopsis. Roll call vote was unanimous 
by the Board. 

CALENDAR 
 The Board reviewed the calendar for August 2007. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 The Board reviewed the following: 
 1. A letter from the Idaho State Historical Society Re: the July 26 Community Forum in 
Rupert to discuss the needs and concerns of the local historical preservation.  
 2. A request from the BLM for Chairman Crane, as a RAC member, to be included in the 
Stakeholder Interview Pool.  
 3. An invitation to the Workforce Development Summit at CSI on September 12, 2007. 
 4. A letter from the Western Business Roundtable Re: Joint Western Organizations Letter 
to Congress to defend the American West. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 At 9:23am it was proposed by Commissioner Christensen and seconded by 
Commissioner Handy that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 
67-2345(1)(f) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 
Commissioner Handy voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 
pending litigation. Following the discussion, it was proposed and seconded that the Board return 
to regular session at 9:40am. Roll call vote was unanimous by the Board. 
 Following Executive Session the Board took the matter under advisement.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 At 9:41am it was proposed by Commissioner Handy and seconded by Commissioner 
Christensen that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-
2345(1)(d) with Commissioner Christensen voting yea, Commissioner Crane voting yea, and 
Commissioner Handy voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 
medical indigent matters. Following the discussion, it was proposed and seconded that the Board 
return to regular session at 9:55am. Roll call vote was unanimous by the Board. 

Following Executive Session the Board moved and seconded to accept a partial payment 
for Case #205003 and will pursue the balance from the other concerned party.  

DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING 
Assessor: Marty Holland reported he just returned from the Assessor’s Conference. The 
Assessors have met with the State Tax Commission and some of the major tax paying 
corporations within the State. The discussion also included the costs of personal property taxes 
to the citizens and the cost in lost revenue to the counties. IAC is working the all concerned 
organizations Re: property tax notices and assessment notices. The office is getting the parcel 
information completed and sending the information to the State.  
Detention Center: Dennis Dexter reported that there are currently 170 inmates with 53 from 



both Minidoka and Cassia Counties; 51 from the State; 3 from Immigration; 2 for the US 
Marshall; 2 from Jerome; 2 from Blaine and 3 from Twin Falls, with 136 male inmates and 34 
female inmates. 75 are sentenced and 95 are not sentenced. Mr. Barrus led a discussion regarding 
the ankle monitoring device that is under consideration. Discussion ensued regarding holding 
increased numbers of inmates from the State in the county detention centers in the area. He 
reported that Rob Neiwerth has accepted the position as Staff Sergeant with the MCCJC. He also 
stated that the city/county law enforcement agreement needed to be reviewed to include the 
responsibilities of the school resource officer and the DARE officer.  
Sheriff’ Department: Sheriff Jim Higens reported that Terry Bell had an accident and suffered 
personal injuries, when he hit a dark colored cow, at night, while responding to a call for 
assistance with a fire in Howell Canyon. The Sheriff’s department pickup suffered major 
damage, but the animal ran off, indicating it was not severely injured. In other matters, the 
Sheriff’s department will purchase a new car and a new pickup using the State contract. He 
discussed the responsibilities and activities of the school resource officer.  
County Administrator: Kerry McMurray reported that the Whisper Mountain Contract is in full 
swing. Reported the ankle monitoring device presentation is at 3:00pm in the District Court 
room. The State Siting CAFO team will be here tomorrow for a tour and siting determination site 
views in the Raft River area. 
Clerk: Larry Mickelsen reported that next week is budget approval and thanked all department 
heads for the efforts they made to ensure that their budgets were properly managed and for not 
spending 100% of their approved budget for FY2007.  
Prosecuting Attorney: Al Barrus reported that everything is going ok and discussed the sale of 
the 31 Bedke cattle impounded by the BLM that will be held on Thursday, 30 August. The 
Sheriff will provide some of the security as will the BLM. The Sheriff will call the ISP for 
assistance, if necessary.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-08-7 
 The Board reviewed Resolution No. 2007-08-7 for adoption of the Cassia County 
Transportation Plan and Highway Standards. It was moved and seconded to approve and execute 
Resolution No. 2007-08-7 and roll call vote was unanimous by the Board.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-08-05 
 The Board reviewed the request for destruction of semi-permanent records for the 
Sheriff’s Office. Upon completion of review and discussion, it was moved and seconded to 
approve and execute Resolution No. 2007-08-05 and roll call vote was unanimous by the Board. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-08-06 
 The Board reviewed the request for destruction of temporary records for the Sheriff’s 
Office. Upon completion of review and discussion, it was moved and seconded to approve and 
execute Resolution No. 2007-08-06 and roll call vote was unanimous by the Board. 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM REPORT 
 The Board reviewed the Tuft Law Office Guardian Ad Litem report.  

RELIEF FROM BURNING BAN 
 The Board reviewed the request for relief from the burning ban from the Southern Idaho 
Solid Waste. Burley Fire Chief, Bruce Alcott stated that he felt that the ban had been very 
successful and the fire danger still existed. Scott Nannenga stated that the USFS would not 
approve any fires in any campground. Scott stated that the fire season is not nearly over. The 
EPA restrictions on burning were provided to the SIP reporter so they can be published in the 
SIP for the education of the county citizens. After review and discussion the decision was to 



keep the ban in effect as originally imposed. It was moved and seconded to approve the request 
of the Solid Waste allowing them an exemption from the ban control letter and roll call vote was 
unanimous by the Board.  

INTERMOUNTAIN HOSPITAL CONTRACT  
 The Board reviewed the Intermountain Hospital contract for providing mental health 
services for 2007 – 2008. After review and discussion it was moved and seconded to approve 
and sign the contract and roll call vote was unanimous by the Board.  

COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE  
 The Board discussed the County Road & Bridge mowing machine purchase. The Board 
will meet with Road Board members Re: equipment purchases, in the near future. 

SCENIC BYWAY  
 The Board discussed the old Scenic Byway road that is adjoining the property of Arlo 
and Stan Lloyd. Per the State representative, Bob Johnson, the property is deeded to the County. 
Stan Lloyd had requested that the old oil next to his property be left in place to provide him with 
access to a nearby county lane. After review and consideration of the matter, it was moved and 
seconded to deny the request of the Lloyds and have the old oil obliterated and the barrow ditch 
area reclaimed as provided in the Phase II construction documents and roll call vote was 
unanimous by the Board.  

SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE  
 The Board discussed potential amendments for the County Solid Waste Ordinance. After 
discussion, their decision was to invite County Treasurer Gayle Erekson to participate in the next 
meeting to determine what the possible amendments will be.  

BLM 
 Mike Courtney discussed the 31 Bedke cattle that were impounded and the pending sale. 
The current money owed for all of the costs to impound the cattle is over $50,000.00, but the 
Bedkes can still negotiate with the BLM to settle the issue before the sale of the cattle. Scott 
Feldhausen introduced himself as the acting field office manager.  

USFS 
 Scott Nannenga reported that the Black Pine burn is still active and fires do erupt at 
times. The destruction caused by the burn has left the area vulnerable to the erosive effects of 
water run-off that has washed out 2 roads near Sweetzer Summit. The Black Pine district is 
closed to the public for an indefinite time. The USFS will be reseeding the land this fall and they 
have 10,000 pounds of seed in Malta. The water rights at Pomerelle were granted and there were 
no appeals. Water tanks are to be constructed.  

TRANSPORTATION PLAN COMMITTEE MEETING 
 At 1:30pm in the District Courtroom, Commissioner Handy and Kerry McMurray met 
with members of the Transportation Plan Committee to discuss the Cassia County Transportation 
plan. Commissioners Crane and Christensen were attending the High Desert Milk Symposium at 
the Burley Inn. Commissioner Handy explained the reason that a County-wide transportation 
plan had been developed and the different highway districts and cities need to adopt the plan. 
The Highway Districts and cities were instructed to send the county a copy of their resolutions 
upon adoption of the transportation plan. Commissioner Handy reviewed and discussed the 
different projects that the State Highway Department has identified to provide funding to work 
on. He reviewed the priority list of the County Road & Bridge, the Albion Highway District, the 
Burley Highway District, the Murtaugh Highway District, the Oakley Highway District, and the 
Raft River Highway District. The Committee was asked to take the priority list to their local 



boards and return with their priorities established. The County will then compile the list and send 
it to all committee members to discuss at the next committee meeting. Next meeting is 6:30pm 
on October 4, 2007 in the District Courtroom.  

ANKLE MONITORING DEVICE PRESENTATION 
 Richard Rice of Secure Alert, met with the Cassia County Board, the Minidoka County 
Board, Judicial Authorities, Detention Officers and other Cassia and Minidoka County Law 
Enforcement officials, and gave a presentation regarding ankle monitoring devices for low risk 
prisoners and those on probation who have restrictions imposed. There was a high degree of 
interest from those in attendance.  

COUNTY EXPENDITURE 
 The Board reviewed the County’s Payables Approval Report dated August 24, 2007. A 
motion was made and seconded to approve the report and roll call vote was unanimous by the 
Board. 
CURRENT EXPENSES 104   $7,526.72 
DISTRICT COURT FUND 106   $3,144.40 
COUNTY ROADS & BRIDGES FUND 107   $78.92 
911 COMMUNICATIONS FUND 115   $1,150.00 
JUSTICE FUND 130   $11,645.62 
PHYSICAL FACILITIES FUND 144   $952.03 
ADULT MISDEMEANOR PROBATION 149   $277.87 
BOX ELDER CO. BOOKMOBILE TRUST 151   $2,313.98 
    TOTAL $27,089.54 

BEER,WINE AND LIQUOR LICENSES 
 The Board approved the following applications for Beer, Wine and/or Liquor Licenses: 
County #   Name    Doing Business As 
#2008-51   Byron Barrett, Inc  The Ravine 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 At 4:30pm it was proposed by Commissioner Handy and seconded by Commissioner 
Christensen that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-
2345(1)(d) with Commissioner Christensen voting yea, Commissioner Crane voting yea, and 
Commissioner Handy voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 
medical indigent matters. Following the discussion, it was proposed and seconded that the Board 
return to regular session at 4:40pm. Roll call vote was unanimous by the Board. 
 Following Executive Session the Board signed Release of Lien for Cases # 205003 and 
207023; signed Notice of Lien for Cases # 205003, 207088, 207089 and 07091; signed CAT 
Assignments for 9 Cases; Denied Cases #207074 and 207084; Presented Cases #207083, 
207088, and 207089. 

COURTROOM ISSUES 
 Kerry McMurray discussed the problems and difficulties with hearing the attorneys on 
recordings made in the District Courtroom. A proposal for new microphones will be obtained. 

RECESS 
 Meeting was recessed until 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, September 4, 2007. 
 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S MEETING 
Sven Berg, SIP; Brice Allcott, Burley Fire Chief; Scott Feldhausen, BLM; Mike 

Courtney, BLM; Kelley Adams, CCPLC; Tom Malone & Mike Stastny, Murtaugh Highway 



District; Jim Paskett & Olene Warr, Raft River Highway District; Rob Carson, Bart Bowen & 
Gaylen Smyer, Burley Highway District; Tom Ottley, Elba/Almo Road & Bridge; Cary Bristol, 
CCSD; Charlotte Reedy, MCJD; Mike Duncan, MCMP; Rick Bollar, Magistrate; Duane Smith 
& Dan Stapelman, Minidoka County 
 
ATTEST: APPROVED: 
 
/s/Larry A. Mickelsen /s/Dennis D. Crane 
             
Larry A. Mickelsen, Clerk    Dennis Crane, Chairman 
 
 


