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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER MINUTES 

  November 28, 2011 
 

 The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met this day with Chairman Dennis Crane, 

Paul Christensen and Bob Kunau, Board Members; Alfred E. Barrus, Prosecuting Attorney; 

Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk of the Board, and Kerry D. McMurray, County Administrator, present. 

 

ADDITION TO AGENDA 

 Chairman Crane proposed an addition to the agenda to discuss the meeting tomorrow 

with the City of Burley Airport Site Selection Committee to represent all of the Board and 

appropriately presents feedback from County residents. A motion was made and seconded to add 

said item to the agenda followed by a roll call vote with Chairman Crane, Commissioner 

Christensen, and Commissioner Kunau all voting yea. 

 The Board cited concerns that been voiced regarding the scientific research done prior to 

selecting sites, motivation, adequacy of current airport, plans for the use of the existing airport, 

private leased hangars and FBO treatment, costs of the airport and tax burden borne by City of 

Burley residents, and construction and ongoing maintenance of the new facility to the residents 

of Cassia County, and concerns to maintain agricultural tax base properties. The Board expressed 

those concerns in a letter that would be presented by Chairman Crane at the meeting. 

 

PREVIOUS WEEK’S MINUTES 

 The Board of County Commissioner Minutes for November 21, 2011, were discussed. A 

motion was made and seconded to approve. Roll call vote was unanimous with Commissioner 

Kunau, Commissioner Christensen and Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

 

CALENDAR 
 The Board reviewed the calendar. 

1. Solid Waste Meeting on Wednesday, November 30, 2011 

2. Associated Taxpayer Meeting on Thursday, December 1, 2011 

3. IAC Board of Directors Meeting on Friday, December 2, 2011 

4. Gateway Meeting in American Falls at 2:00 p.m. this afternoon for Commissioners. 

5. City of Burley Airport Site Selection Committee Meeting at 1:30 p.m., Tuesday, 

November 29, 2011 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 The Board reviewed the following: 

1. Letter from John Sexton with a proposed Mini-Cassia health care clinic reaffirming that 

they are asking for space to be provided for their service. Clarification was made from 

news media presentation of how they are going to proceed. Pastor Jim Powell will 

proceed with that project under his direction. 

2. Notice of Hearing from City of Albion on December 6, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. for increase of 

costs in city services. 
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3. A contract for medical services at the jail with Ellen Judd was received for review. A 

motion was made by Commissioner Christensen to approve and sign said contract, 

seconded by Commissioner Kunau, followed by a unanimous yea vote. The contract will 

be forwarded to the Minidoka Board of Commissioners for their approval. 

4. Postcard from the USDA regarding Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (AFSIS) 

invitation for review of projects for suppression of Mormon crickets and grasshoppers 

5. Federal Update on NPDES pesticide general permit’s impacts to applicator costs and 

jobs. 

6. Idaho Sheriff’s Association letter of appreciation following jail inspection completion. 

7. CD’s for the Board was received detailing the Water Resource Plan. 

 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION – ASSESSOR 

 Commissioner Christensen made a motion to enter into Board of Equalization, seconded 

by Commissioner Kunau, followed by a unanimous yea vote. Assessor Dwight Davis indicated 

that there we 30 Sub Rolls sent out. Today is last date to appeal and there have been none as of 

yet. Pending any notice before the end of the day, Davis reported as required by statute that there 

are no appeals. Pending the eventual outcome, the Board will act on them at a later date. 

Occupancy tax rolls were delivered to the Auditor. Next week the Sub Roll will be provided to 

the Auditor and then subsequently to the Treasurer. Commissioner Christensen made a motion to 

reconvene in regular Board meeting, seconded by Commissioner Kunau, followed by a 

unanimous yea vote. 

 Barrus reported on property owned by Mike Jones that may be progressing towards 

selling for past due taxes. 

 

DEPARMTENT HEAD MEETING 

 Randy Kidd (Sheriff) – Kidd reported that Adult Misdemeanor Probation Supervisor, 

Amber Prewitt called in sick today and everything is on track for the lab to be completed by the 

end of December. Kidd reported that the Sheriff’s office was busy over the weekend. There was 

an attempted armed robbery at Walmart. The perpetrator, who has an extensive criminal history,  

used a knife and mask and was taken down by citizens.  

 Patty Justesen (Treasurer) – Justesen reported that Sub Rolls will be coming in soon. 

She provided the Treasurer’s Report to the Board signed by her and the Auditor. 

 Dwight Davis (Assessor) – Davis indicated that they were fixing errors with property 

assessment and that revaluations are right on schedule. He reported that he was putting together a 

new five year plan. He will be attending a meeting with the Idaho Taxpayers Association 

meeting in Boise this week. They are busy in motor vehicles with registrations due at the end of 

the year. 

 Russ Rasmussen (Mini-Cassia Criminal Justice Center) – A letter from the Idaho 

Sheriff’s Association was presented by Chairman Crane and gone over with Rasmussen. The jail 

population was reported by Rasmussen. There were three new hires and a resignation of an 

officer. Rasmussen and Sheriff Kidd reported that they had just repaired a intoxilator at the cost 

of $1700 and it only worked for 30 days and is now broken again. Their recommendation was to 

buy a new one. 

 Joe Larsen (Clerk’s Office) – Larsen reviewed some procedural changes that will happen 

with future elections to expedite vote count. Recorder’s office is sending out microfilm rolls to 

be digitized. The Clerk’s office is working with Stephenson’s to place newly digitized records on 
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the AS400 database. The Auditor’s office is currently preparing for the outside audit with Evans 

and Poulsen. 

 Al Barrus (Prosecuting Attorney) – Barrus reported that the have been busy with jury 

trials scheduled this week. They will be replacing two secretaries soon and are looking for 

replacements. He reported that a mistrial occurred with one of the past jury trials 

 Kerry McMurray (Administrator) – McMurray reported that permits were issued and 

monies collected on $2 million worth of property. A Conditional Use Permit had been issued 

from Planning and Zoning for Thomas Petroleum. Once appeal time passes they will begin 

construction. They will store diesel to handle shortages for agriculture. Mapping continues being 

busy. 

 Grace Wittman (Extension Office) – Wittman reported that there will be a certification 

seminar on December 7, 2011. There will also be a six (6) week course in January. Farm and 

ranch modules will be presented from December through March covering grain marketing, risk 

management, and farm management. Several Quickbooks and Microsoft Excel classes will be 

taught starting in January. Rosie Davids just had a 4H open house attended by mostly new 

people. Cooking classes with BHS will continue for basic cooking skills for young mothers. 

 Paul Christensen (Commissioner) – Christensen recommended that McMurray and 

Barrus continue reviewing contracts to move forward on the Justice Building. 

 Dennis Crane (Commissioner) – Crane asked department heads to be aware of 

employees during the holiday and try to help anonymously where we can. He also discussed 

Christmas gifts to employees and asked for suggestions for what can be done. Chairman Crane 

discussed certificates for employees for Christmas for a ham, turkey, or other items from a local 

business as a Christmas gift. 

 

COORDINATION WITH BLM ON PROPOSED CLIMBING RESTRICTIONS 

 Administrator McMurray asked BLM Director Mike Courtney where we were at with 

proposed restrictions on climbing issues. Courtney presented the most recent EA that has been 

written. The purchase of Ericksen property in the Castle Rocks area east of the City of Rocks 

presented an interagency climbing area involving multi-agencies. From 2003 to 2009 BLM did 

not allow climbing in that area due to the lack of information on the effects on cultural resources 

which includes climbing, staging, trail building, and camping. Courtney provided the Board with 

reasoning for twelve years of temporary closures. They are suggesting proposals to come to a 

resolution which would not adversely affect cultural resources at Castle Rocks. There is currently 

grazing on that BLM ground but never has been approved for rock climbing. Commissioner 

Christensen requested that the Board have future feedback to present multiple use of BLM 

ground for recreation. Administrator McMurray discussed grazing use and Courtney expressed 

that hunting, hiking, and horseback riding were allowed. 

 

US FOREST SERVICE/BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

 Darl Fuelling (Forest Service Representative) – Fuelling discussed the Mineral Gulch 

Exploration Project. The Grape Creek allotment had an appeal from Western Watersheds who 

did not provide comment. The Forest Service intends to deny the appeal. The Sublett controlled 

fire received no appeals and the plan is to proceed forward with that burn. Howell Canyon fuel 

fire sales include 269 acres of 1.1 million board feet of dead and effected trees. 

 Mike Courtney (BLM Director) – Courtney’s presentation was limited to climbing 

restrictions as previously presented. 
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GATEWAY MEETING WITH TETRA TECH IN AMERICAN FALLS 

 The Board met with Power County officials and interested citizens to address Gateway 

issues with the BLM and Tetra Tech. The discussion included impacts of placement of the 

proposed power line to agriculture including costs for lost production, erosion, road placement, 

and potential dangers to workers. The representative of Tetra Tech and the BLM were going to 

visit potential impacted areas. Concerns presented will be added to the EIS of the BLM. Those in 

attendance to that meeting are attached to these minutes. 

 

COUNTY EXPENDITURES 
 The Board reviewed the County’s Payables Approval Report dated November 25, 2011. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the report and the roll call vote was unanimous 

with Commissioner Kunau, Commissioner Christensen and Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

 
CURRENT EXPENSES 104  $7,302.99  

DISTRICT COURT FUND 106  $897.20  

WEED & PEST FUND 108  $1.60  

COUNTY ELECTION FUND 116  $19.04  

JUSTICE FUND 130  $23,543.66  

D.A.R.E TRUST 137  $3,376.10  

PHYSICAL FACILITIES FUND 144  $4,320.94  

ADULT MISDEMEANOR PROBATION 149  $34.73  

  TOTAL $39,496.26  

 

CHANGE OF STATUS 

 The Board reviewed three (4) Request for Change of Status forms. The Mini-Cassia 

Justice Center: Ann Harper, a new hire as Financial Manager and Aaron Joseph Prybylinski, a 

new hire as Detention Deputy. Assessor’s Office: Mirella Mancias a new hire as Valuations 

Clerk. Cassia County Sheriff’s Office: increase in rate of pay for David Turner for physical 

fitness certification. It was moved and seconded to approve the changes of status and roll call 

vote was unanimous with Commissioner Kunau, Commissioner Christensen and Chairman 

Crane all voting yea. 

   

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 10:30 a.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Christensen and seconded by 

Commissioner Kunau that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 

67-2345(1)(b) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 

Commissioner Kunau voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 

employee matters. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 10:50 a.m.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 At 10:50 a.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Christensen and seconded by 

Commissioner Kunau that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 

67-2345(1)(f) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 

Commissioner Kunau voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 
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pending litigation. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 11:00 a.m.  

   

OTHER BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. The Board reviewed CSI Residency applications. A motion was made and seconded to 

approve said applications followed by a roll call vote with Chairman Crane, 

Commissioner Kunau, and Commissioner, all voting yea. 

2. The Board received an email from Sam Adams requesting consideration for a 90 day 

extension in time to use sick leave that cannot be banked. Commissioner Kunau made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Christensen, followed by a unanimous 

yea vote. An application for part time employment was received. There is no current need 

but Commissioner Christensen made a motion to put that application on a resource list for 

potential employees when needed, seconded by Commissioner Kunau, followed by a 

unanimous yea vote. 

3. The Board reviewed the Statement of Treasurer’s Cash. 

4. The Board reviewed IPUC Case No. IPC-E-11-21.  

5. Consider and act upon Resolution No. 2011-028 adopting County Road and Bridge 

Policies discussed last Board meeting. Commissioner Christensen made a motion to 

accept and adopt said resolution, seconded by Commissioner Kunau, followed by a 

unanimous yea vote. 

6. County Road and Bridge matters. Road and Bridge received a new employee application. 

Their department will be working on City of Rocks roads. Signage on the 1150 road will 

be in place today and four (4) post holes will be dug today before the weather 

deteriorates. 

7. The Board discussed County building matters. The architect the County is considering is 

willing to talk by telephone conference or meet with the Board. They are interested and 

Commissioner Kunau indicated that they just signed with CSI on a project. Kunau was 

unable to reach Gary Jones to discuss the project as he has been out of town. Barrus 

talked again to the City of Meridian and they reiterated using an attorney experienced 

with this type of contract. The Board suggested that McMurray and Barrus put together a 

recommendation for an attorney experienced with this for the Board to review. 

Commissioner Christensen expressed concern that we should do this remodel of the 

facility correctly. Chairman Crane concurred but we need to get going right away and we 

may need to do in phases if we exceed currently planned costs. McMurray detailed a 

proposed process involving those individuals who would be using the facility to 

determine what works and what doesn’t and then formulate a plan involving the 

committee.  

8. FLAG Committee Matters. Rick and Colleen Whittle have served in the past and 

Chairman Crane had talked with them and they will let the Board know if they would like 

to continue to serve. Kunau suggested Zeke Zimmerman. 

9. The Board considered the Minidoka Ranger District’s proposal to authorize continued 

livestock grazing on the following allotments: Point Spring C&H, Eight Mile C&H, 

Moberg C&H, Mineral Gulch C&H, and Black Pine C&H. An invitation was made for 

comments.                                                                           

10. The Board reviewed the Minidoka District of the Sawtooth National Forest’s 

correspondence seeking comments on preparation of a supplement to the Mineral Gulch 

Environmental Assessment. 
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LUNCH 

 At 11:30 a.m. the Board departed for American Falls for a Gateway West meeting in 

conjunction with Power County, interested parties, and BLM. The Board had a working lunch in 

American Falls to prepare for that meeting at 2:30 p.m. 

 

RECESS 
 Meeting was recessed until 9:00 a.m., Monday, December 5, 2011 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 Kari Merrill, Weekly News Journal; Aimee Burnett – KMVT 

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED: 

 

 

/s/       /s/       

Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk of the Board  Dennis Crane, Chairman of the Board 


