
            
SPECIAL  MEETING 

February 1, 2013 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairman Michael A. Tabolt. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present.  
  

The Invocation was offered by Legislator Hathway, followed by Chairman Tabolt 
leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

There were 4 persons present. 
 

REPORT OF THE RULES AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE: 
 
 Legislator Stanford made a motion to waive the rules to allow any necessary action  
at today’s meeting, seconded by Legislator Lucas and carried unanimously. 
  
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Legislator Jack Bush expressed being deeply troubled by how some of his  
colleagues handled the Trail Coordinator personnel issue.  Judge Parker’s findings and 
recommendations, he said, were prematurely published in the newspaper.  After the  
Board’s relative executive session held on January 28th, important discussed facts appeared 
on Facebook.  He invoked these actions as “Blatant disrespect to the Oath we all took; to 
honesty, to integrity and decency”; concluding that if he discovered who the perpetrator or 
perpetrators were “He would start impeachment proceedings immediately”.  
 
 County Attorney Richard Graham also expressed concern for the overwhelming 
attention and reports about the personnel matter in the traditional media as well as the social 
media sources.   He informed that public opinions with respect to personnel matters are 
entirely irrelevant, impressing the importance of the decision before them, while having 
discerned that all Legislators are taking the matter very seriously, particularly citing the 
Board’s inability to reach a consensus at the last meeting.  Again, he instructed the Board  
the matter was not one of public opinion, but a matter to be based on recorded facts and 
evidence. 
 
 In response to Legislator Bush’s comments, Legislator Paul Stanford took exception 
to what he purported were some of his colleagues posting discriminatory comments on social 
media against certain Legislators.  He then cited a previous executive session, recalling the 
next day then Chairman Jack Bush gave certain statements to the media, while asking other 
Legislators to refrain comments, adding that it had happened more than once.  If anyone 
wants to find out anything, he said, “Bring it on, I’m not guilty”.  
 
 Attorney Graham instructed Legislators, again, to focus on the facts and evidence  
on the record in making their decision relative to the personnel matter before them. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Legislator Stanford made a motion to enter executive session at 4:09 p.m. for  
further discussion on the Trail Coordinator personnel issue, seconded by Legislator Boyd,  
and carried.  At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Tabolt called for a recess to allow County Attorney  
Graham time to prepare a draft “Decision and Order” relative to the personnel matter, for 
Legislators’ review.   Legislator Lucas left the meeting at 5:09 p.m.   
 

The executive session resumed at 6:03 p.m.  At 6:12 p.m. Legislator Hathway  
moved to re-enter regular session, seconded by Legislator Boyd and carried. 
 
 The following late resolution was then enacted:   
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.      28    - 2013 
 

RESOLUTION FINALIZING SECTION 75 PROCEEDING 
 
 

Introduced by Legislator Michael A. Tabolt, Chairman of the Board of 

Legislators. 

 WHEREAS, a proceeding was commenced by the Board of Legislators pursuant 
to Section 75 of the Civil Service Law against Robert Diehl, by the filing and service of 
Notice of Disciplinary Charges on November 20, 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Diehl having filed an Answer to the Charges on November 28, 
2012 denying the charges; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an Administrative Hearing Officer having been appointed by the 
Charging Party; and    
 
 WHEREAS, the matter having duly come before the Administrative Hearing 
Officer for hearing on December 26, 2012 and Mr. Diehl having appeared together with 
legal counsel; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Administrative Hearing Officer upon hearing testimony and 
received exhibits, issued a Report and Recommendation dated January 23, 2013 to the 
Lewis County Board of Legislators; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Legislators having reviewed and considered the Report 
and Recommendation as well as the testimony and exhibits received in the hearing of this 
matter as reflected in the Transcript thereof. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved as follows: 
 
Section 1. The Board of Legislators hereby terminates the employment of Robert 

Diehl, effective immediately for the reasons outlined in the Decision and 
Order of this Board rendered contemporaneously herewith. 

 
Section2. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

 
 



 
 
Moved by Legislator    Hathway   , seconded by Legislator    Boyd   ,  

and adopted by the following roll call vote: 
 
YEAS:   Boyd, Burke, Bush, Fanning, Hathway, King, Stanford, Wallace, Tabolt 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Lucas 
 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned  
on motion by Legislator Fanning, seconded by Legislator Stanford and carried at 6:16 
p.m. 

 


