
SECOND DAY 
ANNUAL SESSION 
November 19, 2013 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Michael A. Tabolt. 

 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislators Lucas and Stanford 
whom had been excused. 
  

Legislator Hathway offered the Invocation with a moment of silence for all those 
who have passed, followed by Chairman Tabolt leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. 
 
 Chairman Tabolt announced that minutes of the 10/1, 10/8, 10/28 and 11/5/13 
Board meetings were approved. 
 

There were 17 persons present. 
 

REPORT OF THE RULES AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Rules and Legislation Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules 
to allow action on late resolutions.  

            Philip Hathway 
            Craig Brennan 

Dated:  November 19, 2013                                                  Committee 
 
 Legislator Burke made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Bush 
and carried. 
 
 Chairman Tabolt opened the public hearing for comments on the 2014 Tentative 
County Budget at 5:06 p.m. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jack Bush read his prepared Budget 
Message which is printed in its entirety in the November 5, 2013 meeting minutes.  It 
concludes a levy of $14,572,267 resulting a $7.59/thousand dollar of assessment tax rate, 
representing a $.42 cent increase over last year, but a decrease from 2008 of $7.74.   
 
 Cameron Housley and David Allen of Spillman Technologies referenced the 
Board’s action to defer signing their contract until being notified of State grant funding 
approval.    They have willfully agreed to assume the risk to hold the County financially 
harmless pending grant approval.  They deem this as typical procedure for contractual 
agreements that involve pending grant funding.  Mr. Allen encourages execution of the 
contract to allow them to include Lewis County in their implementation schedule.    



 Atty. Graham confirmed inclusion of the terms and conditions are contingent upon 
the County receipt of grant funding otherwise the contract becomes null and void.  Any 
performance by Spillman prior to the grant notification is done at their own risk.  Upon the 
Board’s approval, he stated, the contract is prepared for execution at the conclusion of this 
meeting. 
 
 Legislator King expressed his gratitude to Mr. Allen and Mr. Housely for their 
willingness to hold the County harmless unless State grant funding is received.  He then 
made a motion to authorize the Chairman to execute the Spillman Technologies, Inc. 
contract, seconded by Legislator Boyd.   
 

Legislator Brennan relayed the current software expense is much less cost that what 
is proposed with the upgrades, respectfully requesting Legislator King to explain why he 
favors Spillman’s product.  Legislator King reported that previous upgrades were 
determined incompatible. Of the various proposals received, he asserts Spillman offers a 
“top of the line” product with various features.  He relayed confidence in their performance 
ability after speaking with others that have Spillman products.  Legislator King is 
particularly pleased with the compatibility with Jefferson County, whereby Lewis could 
dispatch from their center if necessary.   At Chairman Tabolt’s request, Legislator King 
stated that each Legislator would be provided a copy of the maintenance agreement for 
their review.  Atty. Graham added that the agreement contains a one-year warranty and 10-
year maintenance thereafter. 
 
 The motion to execute the agreement was then carried. 
 
 Legislator King announced that proposals for the microwave and radio upgrades 
would be opened on November 22, 2013 at 3:30 p.m., estimating several weeks to review 
and analyze before a recommendation could be made to the Board.  
 
 Mr. Michael Leviker, Sheriff Department employee, declared his comments were 
personal and not representative of the Sheriff or Department.  He encouraged increased 
funding for recreation patrols and purchase of a snowmobile, adding the last new sled was 
purchased in 2008.   Lewis is one of the top three Counties State-wide having recreation 
trails.  Of the State’s reported last season total of 193 snowmobile accidents, 36 occurred in 
Lewis County.   The Department’s fleet of seven (7) snowmobiles has depleted to three (3).  
Mr. Leviker reported last season trail counters at various County sites recorded a total of 
70,419 snowmobiles.  Efforts, he stated, have been made to provide law enforcement 
presence, which has waned over the past couple of years.  He cited expressed public 
concerns for overall safety due to the absence of patrols on the waterways, as well as trails. 
  
 In response to Legislator Hathway, Mr. Leviker estimated the cost of a snowmobile 
at $8,200, 50% of which could be reimbursed through available State funding.   Sheriff 
Michael Carpinelli reported his continued efforts to work out specific details to accept a 
Snowmobile Club’s offer to donate a snowmobile for patrols, to enhance not only public 
safety, but his officers’ as well.   
 



PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 
 
 Osceola Public Library Director/Librarian Leona M. Chereshnoski penned a letter 
of request for supportive County appropriations, impressing the importance of their rural 
library, particularly students that utilize computers and internet, whom otherwise have no 
technology access. She had included several pictures and messages drawn and composed 
by youth participants of their summer reading program.  
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Philip Hathway, Hospital Committee Chairman, relayed the impending 
decision whether to pay the NYS Retirement pension costs in December for a substantial 
savings, or defer the payment until the 2014 due date.  
 
 Legislator Jack Bush, Ways and Means Committee Chairman urged support to 
adopt the Tentative 2014 County Budget as proposed. 
 
 Legislator John Boyd, Courts and Law Enforcement Committee Chairman, made a 
motion to authorize Sheriff Carpinelli to purchase a UTV for ATV patrol. Legislator King 
recollected the Committee had tabled the issue pending the Sheriff reporting the intended 
use to Trail Coordinator Jackie Mahoney, prior to deciding whether to encumber funds for 
the purchase.   Legislator Brennan concurred with Legislator King’s understanding.  Sheriff 
Carpinelli has no issue with deferring the decision, because the machine would not be used 
until next spring.   
 
 Legislator Patrick Wallace, Reforestation Committee Chairman, reported a bid 
opening scheduled for Nov. 21st 15 8:30 a.m. 
   
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Acting County Manager Michael Tabolt relayed receipt of correspondence from 
Bill Gleason from the Office of Disabled American Veterans’ Transportation.  The agency 
will provide two (2) vans to transport local veterans to medical appointments.  They goal is 
to obtain commitment from 15-20 volunteer drivers, and one or two coordinators, with 
plans to implement the program early next year.   Mr. Gleason has forwarded notices to 
several local officials and media sources.   An initial meeting is scheduled for 12/8/13 in 
Lowville to ascertain local interest and support.     
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: 
 
 Treasurer Patricia O’Brien reported receipt of State Taxation and Finance 
notification that the County’s increased sales tax will take affect 12/1/2013. 
 
 It being 5:37 p.m., and no other person wished to comment, Chairman Tabolt 
declared the public hearing closed on the 2014 Tentative County Budget.  
 



RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO.   457   - 2013 

RESOLUTION AMENDING 2014 TENTATIVE COUNTY BUDGET 
DATA PROCESSING & RADIO EQUIPMENT 

 
 Introduced by Legislator Jerry King, member of the Board of Legislators. 
 
 Whereas, the Board of Legislators wishes to increase appropriations for the Data 
Processing and Radio Equipment account to support the emergency communications 
upgrade project. 

 
Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

  
Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby amends the 2014 County Tentative  

Budget by increasing the appropriation for Data Processing & Radio Equipment Account 
No. A9950.9940 by $800,000.00 for a total of $858,000.00. 

 
Section 2.  That the above increased appropriation shall be offset by an 

$800,000.00 appropriation decrease in Account No. A9950.9921 County Projects for a 
total of $277,016.00. 
  

Section 3.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  

Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Boyd  . 
  
Legislator Hathway expressed his understanding the amount was $600,000.   

Legislator King responded his preference to secure $800,000 windmill PILOT revenue 
annually for eight years to cover the County’s estimated $6 million portion of the overall 
upgrade project.  If the system is not ultimately built, the monies could be transferred, he 
added.   
 
 Legislator Hathway affirmed the un-appropriated balance of windmill revenue at 
$277,000.    
 
 Treasurer Patricia O’Brien clarified that $58,000 of the total Capital Account 
appropriation was designated for data processing expenses.   
 
 In response to Legislator Hathway, Mrs. O’Brien confirmed a $1 Million current 
balance in the Capital Radio Equipment account.  Legislator King stated that if the project 
is implemented those monies will finance the $600,000 consulting agreement.   
 
 Legislators King further responded that if the Board commits to the project, the 
funds should be reserved, as opposed to increasing the tax levy.   In reference to the lower 
windmill revenue account balance for unforeseen or unanticipated expenses throughout the 



year, he declared “We need to make hard decisions”.  In response to Legislator Brennan, 
he invoked that the fund balance is there for emergencies not for day-to-day operations.  
 
 Legislator Hathway reiterated his concern with the lower windmill revenue 
balance, but concurred with allocating annual revenue appropriations to finance the 
project.  Legislator King affirmed his commitment to the radio project, expressing his 
confidence that the Board could control expenditures, and the fund balance could be 
utilized for unanticipated emergencies. 
 
 Legislator Brennan reiterated concern for the depleting fund balance due to up-
fronting for Hospital expenses, while citing potential bridge rehabilitation costs.  Legislator 
King referenced the Hospital’s indebtedness to the County, impressing the importance that 
they attain independent financial viability. 
 
 Legislator Burke was assured by Mrs. O’Brien that the monies could be allocated at 
the Board’s discretion. 
 
 The bid proposals are due on 11/22/13 and will provide a better understanding of 
the actual project cost.   
 
 Sheriff Carpinelli urged patience on the radio project, concurring that the project is 
progressing in a positive way, while inferring a decision about the State grant funds should 
be known soon. 
 
 The resolution was then adopted.   Legislator Brennan was opposed.  
 

 
RESOLUTION NO.   458   - 2013 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2014 MAKING APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR THE CONDUCT OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND 
ESTABLISHING RATES OF COMPENSATION FOR OFFICERS 

AND EMPLOYEES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014 
 

Introduced by Legislator Jack T. Bush, Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee. 
 

WHEREAS, the governing body has met and considered the 2014 Tentative 
County Budget and has conducted a public hearing thereon as required by Section 359 of 
the County Law. 
 

Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That the Tentative Budget as amended and revised and as hereinafter set 
forth is hereby adopted and that the several amounts as set forth in the “Adopted” column 



of such budget be and hereby are appropriated for the objects and purposes specified, and 
the salaries and wages set forth in Schedule 5 of that budget shall be and hereby are fixed at  
the amount shown therein, or by employees’ contract effective January 1, 2014. 
 

Moved by Legislator   Burke  , seconded by Legislator   Boyd  , and adopted by the 
following roll call vote: 
 
YEAS: Boyd, Burke, Bush, Brennan, Hathway, Wallace, Tabolt 
NAYS: King 
ABSENT: Lucas, Stanford 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   459   - 2013 
ASSESSING AND LEVYING AMOUNT OF TAX CALLED FOR 

UNDER THE COUNTY BUDGET AS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF    
LEGISLATORS ON THE 19th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2013 

AS PROVIDED FOR UNDER COUNTY LAW 
 

Introduced by Legislator Jack T. Bush, Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee. 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Legislators of the County of Lewis by Resolution No. 
458  -2013 adopted on the 19th day of November 2013, has adopted a County Budget for 
fiscal year 2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, the said Board of Legislators by Resolution No.    458   - 2013 adopted 
on the 19th day of November 2013, has made appropriations for the conduct of Lewis 
County Government for fiscal year 2014.  
 

Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That there be, and hereby is, assessed and levied upon and against the 
taxable property of the County of Lewis liable therefore the sum of     $14,572,268      . 
 

Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Brennan  , and adopted by 
the following roll call vote: 
 
YEAS: Boyd, Burke, Bush, Brennan, Hathway, King, Wallace, Tabolt 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Lucas, Stanford  

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   460   - 2013 
RESOLUTION FOR MAINTENANCE ON THE 

COUNTY ROAD SYSTEM FOR THE YEAR 2014 
 



Introduced by Legislator Jack T. Bush, Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee. 
 

WHEREAS, the County Superintendent of Highways of Lewis County, pursuant to 
Section 129 of the Highway Law, has made and prepared an estimate for maintenance and 
repair of County roads covering a proposed program for maintenance of 248.6 miles of 
County roads; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Committee, having examined the said proposed program, 
respectfully recommends the same be approved. 
  

Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That the proposed program for county road maintenance as submitted by 
the County Superintendent of Highways be and hereby is approved. 
  

Section 2.  That there be and hereby is appropriated and set aside from the County 
Road Fund as defined in Section 110 of the Highway Law the sum of $   1,026,758.00    as 
recommended in the report of the County Superintendent of Highways. 
  

Section 3.  That the County Treasurer be and hereby is authorized and directed to 
disburse from the County Road Fund said money on order from the County Superintendent 
of Highways pursuant to law. 
  

Section 4.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator   Boyd  , seconded by Legislator   Brennan  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   461   - 2013 
RESOLUTION FOR SNOW REMOVAL ON 

COUNTY ROAD SYSTEM FOR THE YEAR 2014 
 

Introduced by Legislator Jack T. Bush, Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED as follows:  
 

Section 1.  That the proposed program of snow removal on the County Road 
System as submitted by the County Superintendent of Highways, be and hereby is 
approved. 
  

Section 2.  That there be and hereby is appropriated and set aside from the County 
Road Fund as defined in Section 110 of the Highway Law the sum of $ 1,804,966.00, as 
recommended in the report of the County Superintendent of Highways. 



 Section 3.  That the County Treasurer be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
disburse from the County Road Fund said money on order from the County Superintendent 
of Highways, pursuant to Law. 
 

Section 4.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 

Moved by Legislator   Boyd  , seconded by Legislator   Burke  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   462   - 2013 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUPERVISOR 

OF EACH TOWN IN THE COUNTY OF LEWIS TO ADD 
TO THEIR TAX WARRANT THE 2014 COUNTY TAX 

APPORTIONED TO EACH 
 

Introduced by Legislator Patrick Wallace, Chairman of the Taxation Committee. 
  

BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That the Supervisor of each Town in Lewis County be, and they hereby 
are authorized and directed to add the amount of the apportioned 2014 County Tax to the 
warrant payable to the Tax Collector of their Town, and that the sums collected be paid to 
the Treasurer of Lewis County, and shall be paid out by her pursuant to Law. 
 

Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Bush  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   463   - 2013 
RELEVYING UNPAID SCHOOL TAXES AND 
VILLAGE TAXES ON ASSESSMENT ROLLS 

 
Introduced by Legislator Patrick Wallace, Chairman of the Taxation Committee. 

 
WHEREAS, the various school districts and villages in the County of Lewis have 

made their return of unpaid school taxes and village taxes to the County Treasurer as 
required by law. 
  

Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That the Lewis County Treasurer is hereby authorized to re-levy such 
returned school taxes and village taxes on the individual parcels as listed on the school 
returns and the village return to the corresponding parcels listed on the 2013 Assessment 
Rolls for the seventeen (17) Towns in Lewis County. 
  



Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator   Boyd  , seconded by Legislator   Bush  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   464   - 2013 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COUNTY TREASURER 

TO MAKE NECESSARY BUDGET TRANSFERS 
 

Introduced by Legislator Jack T. Bush, Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee. 
  

BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby authorizes the Lewis County 
Treasurer to make such inter-fund departmental transfers as are necessary to close the 
books for the 2013 fiscal year.  
  

Section 2. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  

Moved by Legislator   Boyd  , seconded by Legislator   Burke  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   465   - 2013 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TREASURER 
TO CARRY FORWARD APPROPRIATIONS 

 
Introduced by Legislator Jack T. Bush, Chairman of the Ways and Means 

Committee. 
 
WHEREAS, many resolutions are adopted throughout the year that affect funding 

for the successive year; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the end of the fiscal year all unused balances are closed to the fund 

balance. 
 
Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

  
Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby authorizes the Lewis County 

Treasurer to make such entries as may be necessary to carry forward certain balances into 
2014. 
  

Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  

Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Wallace  , and adopted. 
 



RESOLUTION NO.   466   - 2013 
RESOLUTION AMENDING COMPENSATION PLAN 
WITH REFERENCE TO SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

 
 Introduced by Legislator John Boyd, Chairman of the Courts and Law Enforcement  
Committee. 
  

BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby amends the Compensation Plan of 
the County of Lewis with reference to the Sheriff’s Department, to authorize the Sheriff to 
fill the following Temporary position to fill in during the medical leave of the Sr. Account 
Clerk/Typist, effective immediately: 
 

TITLE           STATUS    SALARY 
Secretary to the Sheriff        Temporary     $17.00/hr. 

                 (Up to 35 hrs./week) 
 

Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator   Bush  , seconded by Legislator   Brennan  , and adopted. 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned on 
motion by Legislator Brennan, seconded by Legislator Bush and carried at 5:52 p.m. 

 


