Taxation/Information Technology Committee Meeting
November 27, 2017
Members present: Legislator Hathway, Legislator Moser, Legislator Dolhof, Legislator King, County
Attorney Joan McNichol, County Manager Ryan Piche, Information Technology Director Adam Zehr, Real
Property Director Candy Akin and media representatives Steve Virkler and Nick Altmire.
3:00 p.m. Information Technology (report attached)
Adam began by updating everyone on the Broadband Program. There was a meeting with municipalities
at Lowville Town Office on November 15th to talk about the Towers. The first step will be to put the
transmitters on the existing 911 Towers and then after that there will need to be between 50 and 60
additional towers erected to get the coverage needed. Adam will send out the map/list that shows the
landowners that would be ideal for location purposes. There are bi-weekly calls going on with Mohawk
to keep everyone up to date on progress. Once all the tower locations have been selected, agreements
will be put in place and then while construction is going on installation of receiving devices will be offered
to local residents. The lease agreements will be for 25 years at $2,400 a year and the towers will be
roughly 180 to 199 feet tall. For tax purposes Candy mentioned that the parcel will be divided out for the
tower location with the new parcel number having a suffix at the end to indicate it is where the tower is
located. The tax bill will then be forwarded to Mohawk. Solar Farms will also be done in a similar way.
Adam is working with Joan on an assessment for cyber protection. NYMIR offered to help with this process
so he will follow up with them on it. Adam finished by announcing the new website has went live and it
seems to be really well received. He is always open to suggestions on how to make it better for the public.
3:18 p.m. Taxation (report attached)
Candy began by responding to a question about a line item in her budget that still had a considerable
amount of money in it and her response was because they hadn’t received an invoice for their data
processing yet. She did mention that she thought they would have some money left at the ends of the
year because she didn’t anticipate using all of her postage as well as a couple other line items.
She touched on the Eligible Fund Veteran’s exemption and that it had increased from $5,000 to $7,500.
Steve Kilionski was drafting a letter to all local veterans to let them know. Candy pointed out that she had
submitted the departments’ mission statement for the new website and is also hoping to start a Facebook
page, which has the support of local assessors. Ryan made note that Joan should come up with a policy
for all departments that have Facebook pages to make sure we cover any liability issues that could arise.
Candy went on and touched on the cemetery addresses that IT needed and the number changes for Lake
House Road and Lily Pond Road residents.
Legislator Hathway voiced his opinion that if a reduced PILOT agreement is finalized the company should
have to drop all assessment challenges. He went on to suggest that future negotiations or PILOT’s should
have some clause in them that the company can’t challenge the assessment of the property. Legislator
Hathway went on to urge that a resolution should be done that states the Board of Legislators view, that
they won’t sign off on a PILOT agreement without some type of language that during the PILOT the
company can’t challenge the assessment. Legislator Dolhof cautioned that he didn’t think that is
something that can be put in a PILOT agreement as the PILOT has nothing to do with an assessment.
Legislator Hathway still felt a resolution stating their views on this would be a good idea. Legislator Dolhof

tried to explain the point of view of the IDA that trying to keep the doors open on a company while they
transition to a new product/venture is better than letting it close.
Legislator Hathway motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3.50 p.m., seconded by Legislator Dolhof. Motion
passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Cassandra Moser
Deputy Clerk, Board of Legislators
Encl.

