
REGULAR  MEETING 
September 2, 2014 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Michael A. Tabolt. 

 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present. 
  

The Invocation was offered by Legislator Hathway, followed by a moment of silence for 
those deceased.  Chairman Tabolt led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

There were 16 persons present. 
 
Chairman Tabolt announced approval of the August 5 and August 11, 2014 meeting 

minutes. 
 
REPORT OF THE RULES AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Rules and Legislation Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to 
allow action on late resolutions.  
           Lawrence Dolhof, Chairman 

            Bryan Moser, Committee 
Dated:  September 2, 2014           Craig Brennan, Committee 
 
 Legislator Moser made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Brennan, and 
carried. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Legislator Philip Hathway relayed having attended a recent ceremony to recognize an 
Eagle Scout; one of 29 that have attained the distinguished honor from the Boy Scout Troup in 
Croghan.  He highly commended their Scout Master, impressed with his accomplishments. 
 
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 
  
 Mr. William Wormuth has submitted his letter of resignation as a member of the Lewis 
County Hospital Board of Managers, effective 8/19/2014.  
 

Mr. Jack T. Bush has submitted his letter of resignation as a member of the Lewis County 
Industrial Development Agency Board of Directors, effective 8/27/2014. 
 

Lewis County Farm Bureau President Jennifer Karelus penned a letter of support for the 
upgrades to the Soil and Water District stream gauge monitoring system. 
 
 The Tompkins County Legislature has forwarded certification of their adoption of a 
Local Law Overriding the Tax Levy Limit for their 2015 County Budget.  
 



 Delaware County Board of Supervisors adopted a Resolution to record their opposition to 
the proposed rule to change the definition of “Waters of the U.S.” under the Clean Water Act, 
that would hinder everyday practices and projects for farmers, municipalities and other entities.  
 
REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS: 
 

All Legislators have received copies of the Treasurer’s August monthly report; the 
8/25/14 Highway Audit Report, the 8/21/14 Solid Waste Audit Report; and minutes of the 
8/26/14 Youth Bureau Advisory Board meeting.  
 

The County Sealer of Weights and Measures had submitted her August monthly activity 
report to be placed on file.  
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:  
  
 Legislator Philip Hathway, Ways and Means/Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Chairman, was pleased to cite the additional Public Health monies expensed to the Lewis County 
General Hospital for physical therapy services to children with special needs.  He recognized the 
efforts of the Director to utilize hospital services, rather than alternate vendors. 
 
 Legislator Hathway recognized Legislator Dolhof and former Legislator Richard Lucas 
for their part to facilitate an agreement through the Lewis County Development Corporation 
(LCDC), that leveraged private entity infusion of $650,000 and an additional $700,000 from the 
State, by committing a $50,000 County appropriation.    
 
 Legislator Hathway made a motion to authorize advertising for a 2015 F-150 truck, 4-
door, crew cab, 4-wheel drive, or equivalent, for the Recreation, Forestry and Parks Department.  
The vehicle will be financed 75% by ATV permit fees and 25% through the Capital Equipment 
account.  The motion was seconded by Legislator Brennan and carried.  Legislator Pepper was 
opposed. 
 
 Legislator Hathway reported that due to the tractor bid coming in well under budget, the 
Capital Equipment account has sufficient funds to also finance the upgrades to the stream gauge 
system and recommends approval of the proposed resolution. 
 
 County Manager Liz Swearingin is exploring the feasibility of retaining an engineering 
consultant for all County needs.  The most prominent needs are for Highway Department bridge 
projects, reported Legislator Hathway.   
 
 The Committee had authorized Building Maintenance Supervisor Frank Archer to have a 
galvanized fence installed at the property that houses the DMV office, to address safety issues.   
 
 Legislator Hathway announced the scheduled bid opening on 9/3/14 for the Highway 
garage repairs.  He asked the Board’s pleasure whether to allow the Committee to award the bid 
if the figure is within budgetary appropriations; or to schedule a special meeting to award the 
bid.  The original budget, he said, was $56,650, of which $7,200 has been expensed to the 



engineering consultant firm.  Legislator Kulzer made a motion to authorize the Ways and Means 
Committee to award the bid to the lowest responsible bidder up to an amount of $50,000, 
seconded by Legislator Moser and carried.  Legislator Hathway affirmed he would report the bid 
results to the Board.  
 
 Legislator Hathway stated that the repairs to the Highway garage exterior would be 
deferred until next year.  However, RSI Roofing is scheduled to repair the roof. 
 
 Continuing, Legislator Hathway reported that NYSEG plans to extend the natural gas line 
to the Highway garage, and Griffith Energy has analyzed the furnaces and will provide a quote to 
covert to natural gas.  
 
 Frank Archer has negotiated renewal agreements with Siemens Industries for HVAC 
maintenance at the Outer Stowe Street and Public Safety buildings.    
 
 In conclusion, Legislator Hathway reported that Budget Officer Liz Swearingin was 
preparing the schedule for 2015 budget presentations. 
 
 Legislator Neil Pepper, Office For the Aging/Social Services/Youth Committee 
Chairman, announced the National Night Out event scheduled for 9/11/14 at the Lewis County 
Fairgrounds, at which military families will be recognized. 
 
 Legislator Pepper also announced a scheduled Prom Night at the Glenfield Fire Hall on 
9/12, and Octoberfest at the Hayloft in Collinsville on 9/26, sponsored by the Office For the 
Aging. 
 
 Legislator Pepper reported that Social Services personnel are searching for alternative 
providers to replace after-school day care services at the Harrisville and South Lewis schools and 
Hand-In-Hand center at Beaver River, that had been terminated due to lost funding.  
 
   Legislator Bryan Moser, County Officers/Veterans/Junkyards/Human Resources 
Committee Chairman, reported that Veterans’ Service Director Derek Davey recognized 
Veterans’ Service Counselor Steve Kilionski for his commendable performance to obtain pension 
benefits for local veterans.   Mr. Davey had also explained that the well publicized problems with 
the Veterans’ Administration involve not only access to medical treatment, but a backlog of 
claims and delayed benefit approvals. 
 
 Legislator Moser had introduced Sr. Building Code Officer Ward Dailey at a recent 
Junkyard Review Board meeting.   He reports having received only one response to the Board’s 
advertising for candidates to fill the three (3) vacancies on the Junkyard Review Board, stating 
their desire for representatives from the most southern and northern ends of the County.  
 

 Legislator Jerry King, Courts and Law Enforcement Committee Chairman, made a 
motion to authorize advertising for applicants to re-fill the Fire and Emergency Management 
Director position upon the impending retirement of James Martin.   The motion was seconded by 
Legislator Moser and carried. 



 
Legislator Lawrence Dolhof, Economic Development/Recreation, Forestry & Parks 

Committee Chairman, announced that Sunvestment Group is sponsoring informational seminars 
for those interested in solar projects, to be held on 9/16/14 at the Martinsburg Town Hall at 10 
a.m. and at the Croghan Fire Hall at 6 p.m. 

 
Legislator Dolhof also announced a meet-and-greet is scheduled with Willie Janeway, the 

new executive director of the Adirondack Council on 9/29/14 at 1 p.m. in the Legislative 
chambers.  Also, the Lewis County Development Corporation will meet on 9/10/14 at 8 a.m. in 
the Town of Lowville office building.   
 

Legislator Craig Brennan, Transportation/Solid Waste Committee Chairman, reported 
construction of the French Settlement Bridge is in progress with anticipated completion by the 
end of October.   Legislator Brennan noted an inadvertent error in a proposed resolution to 
transfer funds would be corrected.   Highway personnel over-time expenditures are within 
budgetary appropriations, although he cautioned that impending winter weather could impact that 
budget.  

 
Legislator Brennan cited his sponsored resolutions to create a solid waste laborer to 

replace a retiree; and the appropriation of insurance recovery proceeds to offset the repairs at the 
transfer station caused by the tornado.  In response to many requests, he reported receipt of three 
recycling bin samples that are being analyzed to determine the feasibility of offering to them to 
residents at a cost.   The annual Household Hazardous Waste Day will be held on 9/6/14 at the 
transfer station from 8 a.m. to noon, sponsored by the Development Authority of the North 
Country.   

 
Legislator Brennan made a motion to accept the resignation of Jack T. Bush from the 

Lewis County Industrial Development Agency (IDA) Board of Directors effective 8/27/14, 
seconded by Legislator King and carried. At the suggestion of Legislator Hathway, Chairman 
Tabolt affirmed that a letter of appreciation would be forwarded to Mr. Bush. 

 
Legislator Brennan informed that Edward Boliver, also a member of the IDA Board of 

Directors, had verbally indicated his intent to resign, citing health issues, although we await his 
resignation letter.  

 
Legislator Brennan reported that the IDA Board proposes to appoint an Ad Hoc 

Committee comprised of the Legislative Economic Development Committee and the IDA Board 
to prioritize and recommend a sole structure to promote economic development in Lewis County.  
The IDA Board will meet on 9/4/14 for further discussion.  Legislators are urged to propose 
appointment recommendations to fill IDA Board vacancies. 

 
In conclusion, Legislator Brennan made a motion to notify the NYS Department of 

Transportation that the Board supports the Jerden Falls Bridge BIN#334000 in the Town of 
Croghan be listed as Lewis County’s number one priority project on the State’s Rehabilitation 
Plan list.  The motion  was seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried.  

 



Legislator Gregory Kulzer, Taxation/Information Technology/Elections/Agriculture 
Committee Chairman, relayed the Election Commissioners’ request for the Board to enact a 
resolution urging the State Legislature to consolidate election primaries that would effect savings 
of $67,000.   Also, the Commissioners successfully garnered a “Shoebox” grant of $19,000 to 
offset voting and training expenses. 

 
Legislator Kulzer reported that Real Property Tax personnel continue to update 911 

addresses, estimating two years for completion.  Director Linda Hoskins has redistributed work 
assignments among her personnel to efficiently accomplish the additional tasks. School tax bills 
were mailed last week.  

 
Information Technology Director Adam Zehr has set up test accounts for 

“Office 365”, which is governmental cloud-based software for electronic record storage.  Also, 
Frontier submitted the lowest quote for phone service, including 20,000 minutes of long-distance 
service.   

 
Legislator Kulzer made a motion to extend the temporary appointment of Betsy Boliver 

as Tax Map Technician Trainee up to April 2, 2015, pending civil service testing results.  The 
motion was seconded by Legislator Hathway and carried. 

 
Legislator Kulzer further reported that wireless internet has been installed in the Board 

room, and is available to public guests attending meetings.  Mr. Zehr stated the system would be 
password protected for Legislators. 

 
 Legislator Richard Chartrand, Hospital Committee Chairman, reported that Critical Care 
Access designation will equate revenue of approximately $3 Million annually.  The Hospital 
intends to satisfy the current debt to the County of $2,763,000 by the end of 2014.  However, the 
projected County debt as of 1/1/2015 will be $4.3 Million equal to the Hospital’s pension 
payment to be incurred by the County and due by 12/15/2014.  A repayment agreement is being 
finalized to delineate monthly Hospital payments until the County debt is exhausted.  The 
repayment schedule enables retention of current level operations. 
 
 The Legislators met jointly with the Hospital Board of Managers for an explanation of 
expenses and how timing of receipts impacts revenue sources.   
 
 Legislator Chartrand strongly urged approval of the request to create two certified nursing 
assistants pursuant to civil service regulations, that will facilitate needed employees for the 
Dermatology Department. 
 
 Legislator Chartrand made a motion to accept the resignation of William Wormuth from 
the Hospital Board of Managers effective 8/19/14, seconded by Legislator Moroughan and 
carried.   A letter of appreciation shall be forwarded to Mr. Wormuth. 
 
 Legislator Chartrand made a motion to authorize advertising for interested applicants to 
fill the Board of Managers’ vacancy, seconded by Legislator King.   County Atty. Joan 
McNichol clarified that the Board of Legislators appoints and would be responsible to interview 



candidates.  Legislator Hathway posed advertising jointly for IDA Board members.   In response 
to Legislator Pepper, Atty. McNichol affirmed that only one Legislator may be appointed to the 
Board of Managers pursuant to Section 127 of the General Municipal Law. In reference to 
interviews, Legislator Chartrand suggested the Board be mindful that the term of another 
member will expire 12/31/14.  As suggested by Legislator Brennan, the advertisement shall 
request candidates for both the IDA and the Board of Manager vacancies.  The motion then 
carried.  
 
 Legislator Andrea Moroughan, Public Health/Community Services Committee Chair, 
reported that Director Penny Ingham had reviewed the quality assurance report with the Health 
Services Advisory Board, and the management review resulted in no findings.  The Public Health 
Department was the beneficiary of a monetary improvement   incentive award from the 
NYSDOH for implemented improvements for disease control recording and investigations.  It is 
projected that $300,000 of Public Health budget appropriations will remain unspent. 
 
 Public Health Nurse Supervisor Marcia Ashline reviewed chronic diseases, family and 
environmental health programs, reporting three positive rabies tests. 17 people were treated for 
post-rabies exposure, 13 of which occurred in August.      
 
 Legislator Moroughan further reported that opening of the satellite behavior and wellness 
centers at the Beaver River and South Lewis Health clinics have been delayed until October.  
 
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 County Manager Liz Swearingin thanked Legislators Tabolt, Pepper and Brennan, Anne 
Merrill, Eric Virkler, Jackie Mahoney and Frank Pace for manning the Lewis County tourism 
booth at the New York State Fair. Record attendance attributed to all informational materials 
being distributed. There were also many positive comments about the new display.  
 
 The initial 2015 budget schedule has been distributed to Legislators and Department 
Heads, requiring all departmental entries into the IFM electronic system by 9/26/14.   
Department Head presentations to the Ways and Means Committee, and any other interested 
Legislators, are scheduled from 10/1 -10/8/14.  
 
 Ms. Swearingin reported that she and Legislator Brennan listened to a presentation about 
the prospect of siting a ground-based interceptor at Fort Drum, as one of four sites being 
considered, pending a 2-year environmental impact study. If ultimately approved, up to 60 
ground-based missiles would be housed at the site for deployment in the event of an east coast 
attack.  All officials and representatives in attendance were unconditionally supportive of this 
initiative.  Legislator Brennan asserted that any affects of prospective missile deployment would 
occur in the outer atmosphere.  
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: 
 
 Treasurer Patricia O’Brien referenced proposed Resolution No. 299-2014, clarifying the 
balance of the Capital Equipment account is $489,973. 



 
REPORT OF THE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE: 
 

REPORT OF 
WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

ON THE EXAMINATION OF CLAIMS 
 

To: The Honorable County Legislators 
 
 The Ways and Means Committee reports that they have examined the claims presented 
for payment in the total amount of $  756,039.84   and recommend that they be audited and 
allowed for the amounts claimed. 
 

 Philip Hathway, Chair 
          Jerry King, Committee 
         Richard Chartrand, Committee 
 
Dated:  September 2, 2014 
 
 Approved on motion by Legislator   Moser  , seconded by Legislator   Pepper, and carried. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. _292   - 2014 
AUDITING AND ALLOWING CLAIMS 

 
 Introduced by Legislator Philip Hathway, Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. 
  

RESOLVED that the claims presented for payment in the total amount of $  756,039.84   
be and each is hereby audited and allowed for the amounts claimed, and that the Clerk is 
authorized and directed to draw checks for the County Treasurer for the amounts claimed, in 
favor of each of the claimants or their assigns. 
  

Moved by Legislator   Moser  , second by Legislator   Brennan  , and adopted by roll call 
vote: 
 
 All voted yea. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   293   - 2014 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RULE XII  

POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES OF THE STANDING RULES  
OF THE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS OF LEWIS COUNTY 

 
 Introduced by Legislator Michael A. Tabolt, Chairman of the Board of Legislators.   



 
 Whereas, the Board of Legislators has established a “New Junkyard Law pursuant to 
Local Law No. 7-2014, thereby invoking an amendment to Rule XII of the Standing Rules of the 
Board of Legislators of Lewis County. 
 
 Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That this Board of Legislators hereby amends and supersedes the Standing 
Rules of the Board of Legislators of the County of Lewis, by amending Rule XII Powers and 
Duties of Committees, under the County Officers and Employees, Veterans’ Services, Junkyard 
Inspector, Historian, Human Services Committee. 
 
 Section 2.  That the Committee shall hereby be known as the County Officers and 
Employees, Veterans’ Services, Junkyards, Historian, Human Services Committee. 
 
 Section 3.  That the third paragraph under said Committee shall read as follows: 
 

This committee shall have general supervisory and jurisdiction over all matters relative to 
junkyards and junkyard issues within the County and shall consult and advise with Building 
Code Enforcement Officers concerning such matters including interpretation and application of 
State and Federal laws relating to enforcement of junkyard laws within the County of Lewis.  
 
 Section 4.  That pursuant to Rule X “Amendment of Rules” of said Standing Rules of the 
Board of Legislators of the County of Lewis, action shall be deferred until the next meeting of 
this Board of Legislators. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   294  -2014 
LEWIS COUNTY POST BOND ISSUANCE COMPLIANCE  

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES RESOLUTION 
 

Introduced by Legislator Jerry King, Chairman of the Courts & Law Enforcement Committee. 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS OF LEWIS 
COUNTY, NEW YORK (THE “COUNTY”) AUTHORIZING AND 
ADOPTING POST-ISSUANCE COMPLIANCE POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES RELATED TO THE COUNTY’S TAX-EXEMPT 
OBLIGATIONS, SUCH POLICIES AND PROCEDURES INTENDED 
TO ENSURE THAT THE REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED UPON THE 
COUNTY PURSUANT TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 
1986, AS AMENDED, WILL BE SATISFIED 

 
WHEREAS, Lewis County, New York (the “County”) previously has issued bond and 

notes (the “Tax-Exempt Obligations”), the interest on which is excluded from gross income of 
the owners thereof pursuant to Section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended 
(the “Code”); and 



 
WHEREAS, the County intends to issue additional series of Tax-Exempt Obligations in 

the future; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to ensure that interest on County’s Tax-Exempt Obligations will 
continue to be excluded from gross income of the owners thereof for purposes of federal income 
taxation, and that the County complies with its tax certifications relating to the Tax-Exempt 
Obligations, the Board of Legislators has determined, based on the advice of the County’s Bond 
Counsel, to adopt certain written Post-Issuance Compliance Policies and Procedures in the form 
attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof (the “Post-Issuance Compliance 
Procedures”). 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Legislators of Lewis County, 
New York (the “Board”), as follows: 
 

Section 1.  The Board hereby approves and adopts the Post-Issuance Compliance 
Procedures. 
 

Section 2.  The Board hereby appoints the County Treasurer to serve as the “Designated 
Tax Compliance Official” under the Post-Issuance Compliance Procedures and hereby authorizes 
and directs the County Treasurer, acting in such capacity, to take such actions, after appropriate 
consultation with Bond Counsel to the County, as the County Treasurer deems necessary, 
appropriate or desirable to effect the implementation of the Post-Issuance Compliance 
Procedures, and hereby further authorizes the County Treasurer, as such Designated Tax 
Compliance Official, to delegate to such other County officials or employees as the County 
Treasurer shall determine is necessary or appropriate, the responsibility to take certain specific 
actions called for by the Post-Issuance Compliance Procedures. 
 

Section 3.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Moser  . 
 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on a roll call, 
which resulted as follows: 
 

Legislator Craig Brennan   VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Richard Chartrand   VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Lawrence Dolhof   VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Philip Hathway   VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Jerry King    VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Gregory Kulzer   VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Andrea Moroughan  VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Bryan Moser   VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Neil Pepper    VOTING __Yea__ 
Legislator Michael Tabolt   VOTING __Yea__ 
 



The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   295  – 2014 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION  

WITH DIVISION OF HOMELAND SECURITY  
AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES   

 
Introduced by Legislator Jerry King, Chairman of the Emergency Management 

Committee. 
 

WHEREAS, the Emergency Management Department has received notification of  grant 
approval from the NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services for funding in 
the amount of $15,222.00 to cover a portion of emergency personnel compensation to conduct 
planning activities. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby approves the Grant Agreement between 

the County of Lewis, by and through the Emergency Management Department, and the NYS 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services in the amount of $15,222.00 to support 
personnel to conduct planning activities. 

 
Section 2.  That said grant is for the period from 10/01/2013 to 09/30/2015. 

  
Section 3.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators be and the 

same is hereby authorized to execute, seal and deliver said Grant Agreement.  
  

Section 4.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Moved by Legislator   Pepper  , seconded by Legislator   Moroughan  ¸and adopted. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   296  - 2014 
RESOLUTION AMENDING COMPENSATION PLAN 

WITH REFERENCE TO 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

 
Introduced by Legislator Craig Brennan, Chairman of the Transportation Committee. 
 
WHEREAS, a Motor Equipment Operator (Medium) has submitted written notice of his 

impending retirement. 
 
Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 



Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby amends the Compensation Plan with 
reference to the Department of Highways, to create the following position: 
 

TITLE          STATUS   SALARY 
Motor Equipment Operator (Medium)    Full-Time   Grade C18 

          
 Section 2.  That Highway Superintendent David Becker is hereby authorized  to fill said 
position, in accordance with Civil Service regulations, effective immediately. 
 
 Section 3.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 Moved by Legislator   Brennan  , seconded by Legislator   Moser  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   297  – 2014 
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS 
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

 
Introduced by Legislator Craig Brennan, Chairman of the Transportation Committee. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 
 Section l. That the following budget transfer is hereby approved in the Highway 
Department Accounts to cover cost of repairs to the French Settlement Bridge: 
 

From: 
D5150.499 (Paving Materials)    $5,000.00 

 
To: 
D5500.49 (Bridge Materials)     $5,000.00 

     
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
Moved by Legislator   Kulzer   , seconded by Legislator   King   , and adopted. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   298  – 2014 
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS 

OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
 
 Introduced by Legislator Neil Pepper, Chairman of the Office For the Aging Committee. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 
 Section l. That the following budget transfer is hereby approved in the Office for the 
Aging Accounts to cover repairs to the 2007 Chevy Malibu: 



 
From:  
A6772.4911 (Prof Svc Nutrition)   $1,300.00 
 
To: 

 A6772.4701(Vehicle Repairs)   $1,300.00 
      
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
Moved by Legislator   Moroughan  , seconded by Legislator   Dolhof  , and adopted. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   299  – 2014 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS 

 PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 

Introduced by Legislator Lawrence Dolhof, Chairman of the Economic Development 
Committee. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 
 Section l. That the following budget appropriation is hereby approved in the Planning 
Department account to pay for sensors and training enhancements to Lewis County Soil and 
Water Conservation District’s existing stream gauge system, utilizing Capital Equipment funds 
(HAD9901.9), HAD balance $489,823:  
 

Increase Revenue: 
A50310 (Inter-fund transfers)      $12,258.50 

             
Increase Expense: 
A6420.4909 (Planning Projects)     $12,258.50 

    
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
Moved by Legislator   Dolhof  , seconded by Legislator   King  , and adopted. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   300  - 2014 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT BETWEEN  

LEWIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY AND THE  
PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM  

FOR TRANSPORTATION WITH BIRNIE BUS SERVICE, INC. 
 
 Introduced by Legislator Andrea Moroughan, Chair of the Public Health Committee. 



 
WHEREAS, the Lewis County Public Health Agency wishes to enter into an Agreement 

with Birnie Bus Service, Inc. to provide transportation for eligible pre-school special education 
children; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Legislators wishes to accept such services. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
Section 1. That the Board of Legislators hereby authorizes an Agreement between the 

County of Lewis by and through the Lewis County Public Health Agency and Birnie Bus 
Service, Inc. to provide transportation for pre-school special education children.  

 
Section 2. That said Agreement shall be for the period of September 1, 2014 through 

August 31, 2015 and shall be at a cost of: 
 

• $282.44 per day for first child (round trip and includes bus aide) 
• $49.97 per day for additional children (round trip and includes bus aide) 

 
Section 3.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators is hereby 

authorized to make, execute, seal and deliver such Agreement, pending approval by the County 
Attorney. 

 
 Section 4.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator   Dolhof  , seconded by Legislator   Pepper  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   301  - 2014 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT BETWEEN  

LEWIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY ON BEHALF OF  
THE COUNTY OF LEWIS AND HEALTH RESEARCH, INC. (HRI) 

 
 Introduced by Legislator Andrea Moroughan, Chair of the Public Health Committee. 
 

WHEREAS, Health Research, Inc. (“HRI”)  has received a grant award from the Center 
Disease Control Prevent in the amount of $133,672.00 with a maximum reimbursable amount of 
$66,836.00 available from June 30, 2014 through June 29, 2015 for the purpose of an integrated 
breast, cervical and colorectal cancer screening program; and  

 
WHEREAS, Lewis County Public Health Department is an eligible provider of these 

services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Legislators wishes to accept such services. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 



 
Section 1. That the Lewis County Board of Legislators hereby authorizes an Agreement 

between the Public Health Department and Health Research, Inc. (“HRI”)   for the purpose of an 
integrated breast, cervical and colorectal cancer screening program for the period beginning June 
30, 2014 and ending June 29, 2015 in a maximum reimbursable amount to Public Health of 
$66,836.00 in accordance with the terms of the Grant. 

 
Section 2.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators is hereby 

authorized to make, execute, seal and deliver such Agreement, pending approval by the County 
Attorney. 

 
 Section 3.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Moroughan  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   302  – 2014 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

Introduced by Legislator Andrea Moroughan, Chair of the Public Health Committee. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
 Section l.  That the following budget appropriation of the revenues received from the 
Home Health Program to pay the Medicaid Self-Disclosure Payback: 
 

Account   Description    Amount 
A16100   Home Nursing Charges  $ 1,054.75 
A4010.4909   Misc. Exp.    $ 1,054.75 
 

 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 Moved by Legislator   Dolhof  , seconded by Legislator   Pepper  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   303  – 2014 
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

Introduced by Legislator Andrea Moroughan, Chair of the Public Health Committee. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
 Section l. That the following budget transfers are hereby approved in the Public Health 
accounts to allow for mid-year adjustments to cover line item expenditures: 



 
From:    Account     Amount 
A4011.1999   Personal Svs-PHCP    $   5,000.00 
A4013.1999   Public Health Admin    $ 55,000.00 
A4017.1999   Pers Svs-Spec Needs    $   5,000.00 
A4019.1999   Personal Services-Quality Assurance  $ 15,000.00 
A4042.1999   Personal Svs-Rabies    $ 10,000.00 
A4071.1999   Pers Svs-Lead Poison    $   5,000.00 
A4087.1999   Personal Svs-Hlth Ed    $ 20,000.00 
A4015.4900   Outside Therapy Svs    $ 48,200.00 

          Total $ 164,200.00 
To: 
A4012.1999   Personal Svs-PHCP    $   1,000.00 
A4015.1999   Pers Svs-Early Inter    $ 25,000.00  
A4016.1999   Personal Svs-Pre-K    $ 25,000.00 
A4035.1999   Per.Services-Canser Services Program  $   5,000.00 
A4086.1999   Pers Svs-Disease Control    $   6,000.00 
A4089.1999   Pers Svs-Immunize    $ 28,000.00 
A4092.1999   Pers Svs-PH Preparedness       10,000.00 
A4093.1999   Pers Svs-Chronic Disease    $ 15,000.00 
A4012.4401   Postage      $        30.00 
A4013.4407   Supplies      $   3,000.00 
A4013.4409   Data Processing Costs    $   5,000.00 
A4013.4605   Repairs & Maint-Equip    $      500.00 
A4014.4407   Supplies      $      300.00 
A4014.4703   Vehicle Exp-Gas/Oil    $      400.00 
A4015.4405   Copier/Reproduction    $      150.00 
A4015.4703   Vehicle Exp-Gas/Oil    $      250.00 
A4016.4405   Copier/Reproduction    $      150.00 
A4016.4407   Office Supplies     $   1,000.00 
A4035.4401   Postage      $   1,500.00 
A4042.4367   Vaccines/Pharmaceutic    $ 25,000.00 
A4042.4405   Copier/Reproduction    $        50.00 
A4071.4301   Telephone     $        40.00 
A4086.4905   HIV      $      830.00 
A4089.4407   Office Supplies     $   1,000.00 
A4092.4407   Office Supplies     $   1,000.00 
A4092.4901   Professional Services    $   9,000.00 

          Total $ 164,200.00        
 

Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Moved by Legislator   Moser  , seconded by Legislator   Moroughan  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   304  -2014 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE  FUNDS 
CAPITAL EMERGENCY RADIO SYSTEM 

 
 Introduced by Legislator Jerry King., Chairman of the Courts & Law Enforcement 
Committee. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 



 
Section 1.  That the following budget appropriation is hereby approved to the Capital 

Emergency Radio System account.  
 
  HA57300 (Serial Bonds)   $  5,100,000 
  HA33060 (Homeland Security Grant) $  6,000,000 
 
  HA3310.4 (Contractual)   $11,100,000 
 
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved  by  Legislator   Pepper  ,  seconded  by  Legislator   Moroughan  , and adopted.                                                 
   
 

RESOLUTION NO.   305  -2014 
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING NECESSARY REFORMS TO 

NEW YORK LABOR LAW §240 and §241 
“SCAFFOLD LAW” 

 
 Introduced by Legislator Michael A. Tabolt, Chairman of the Lewis County Board of 
Legislators. 
 
 WHEREAS, New York Labor Law §240 and §241, commonly known as the “Scaffold 
Law,” outlines liability for injuries caused by an employee’s fall from a height; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the laws impose strict liability on employers and owners of buildings if a 
worker falls from any height; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the law was first imposed in 1885 at a time when worker safety was 
largely neglected in New York State and at a time when modem safety equipment and 
scaffolding techniques did not exist; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Scaffold Law has caused a dramatic increase in construction costs due 
to increased insurance required for employers in the construction business, causing New York 
State to have the highest general liability insurance costs in the nation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Scaffold Law is a boon to personal injury lawyers as half of the 30 
largest law suits in New York State stem from Scaffold Law issues; and although scaffold related 
injuries have decreased in the past 20 years, the number of Scaffold Law claims has increased by 
500 percent; and 
 
 WHEREAS, New York is the only state in the country to impose a construction law 
like the Scaffold Law that imposes strict liability on the employer; further it is one of a very few 
laws that mandates strict liability in the State of New York; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the increase in costs in New York greatly distracts investment in our 
infrastructure when developers and contractors can get better rates in other States; and  
 
 WHEREAS, not only does the law drive away out-of-state investment in infrastructure, 
but the lost investment to other States also serves to decrease the number of new construction 
jobs created every year, making it more difficult for many of New York’s skilled laborers to find 
adequate employment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, recent studies by SUNY’s Nelson Rockefeller Institute of Government 
suggests that workers are more likely to be injured due to the current version of the Scaffold 
Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this was based on statistics on construction injuries in Illinois that show a 
decrease in work related injuries since the 1995 repeal of its Scaffold Law, at a much quicker 
pace than here in New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, following the removal of the Illinois Scaffold Law, the State has realized 
an annual increase in the number of construction jobs created; and 
 
 WHEREAS, comparative negligence standards would help maintain worker safety 
while decreasing some of the insurance costs related to implementation of the current Scaffold 
Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this negligence standard under the Scaffold Law would not ban recovery 
for an injured worker due to their own negligence, but would allow the employer to bring issues 
with employee culpability to mitigate the damages in cases where the worker’s actions 
contributed to his or her injury; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Federal regulations have been enacted that attempt to protect workers 
from injury to falls by requiring certain precautions to be in place for people working at heights 
and allows an outlet for workers concerned about their safety to engage Federal review of any 
worksite for compliance with these regulations. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that  
 
 Section 1.  The Lewis County Board of Legislators is strongly in support of Scaffold 
Law reform, as well as meaningful protection of construction workers.  
 
 Section 2.  The Lewis County Board of Legislators supports the full repeal of the 
Scaffold Law, or its modification, to include a pure standard of comparative negligence.  
 
 Section 3.  The Clerk of the Board is directed to forward a certified copy of this 
resolution to Governor Andrew Cuomo, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Senate Majority 
Leaders Dean Skelos and Jeffrey Klein; Senator Joseph Griffo and Assemblyman Kenneth 
Blankenbush. 
 



 Moved by Legislator   Dolhof  , seconded by Legislator   King  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   306  – 2014 
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
 Introduced by Legislator Jerry King, Chairman of the Courts and Law Enforcement 
Committee. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
 Section l. That the following budget transfer is hereby approved in the Sheriff’s 
Department payroll accounts to pay for temporary help due to employee leave: 
 

From:         Amount 
A3110.1101 (Pers Serv)      $14,153.20 

 
To: 
A3110.1102 (Temp help)      $14,153.20 

  
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
Moved by Legislator    Moroughan  , seconded by Legislator   Moser  , and adopted. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   307  -2014 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING  AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND  
LEWIS COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING 

 
Introduced by Legislator Neil Pepper, Chairman of the Social Services Committee. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 
Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby authorizes an Agreement between the 

County of Lewis, by and through the Department of Social Services, and Lewis County 
Office for the Aging for the purpose of providing the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP) outreach and certification services to low income residents of Lewis County. 

 
Section 2.   That the term of this Agreement shall be from October 1, 2014 through 

September 30, 2015, at a cost not to exceed $17,000.00. 
 

Section 3.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators is hereby 
authorized to make, execute, seal and deliver said Agreement, pending approval by the County 
Attorney. 



 
Section 4.  That the within Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
Moved by Legislator   Hathway  , seconded by Legislator   Pepper  , and adopted. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   308  - 2014 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT BETWEEN  

LEWIS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND 
CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION  

OF LEWIS COUNTY 
 

Introduced by Legislator Neil Pepper, Chairman of the Social Services Committee. 
 
WHEREAS, the Lewis County Department of Social Services wishes to enter into an 

Agreement with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County to receive parent education 
services to families whose children have been named in a child abuse and/or maltreatment report, 
or who have been assessed at risk of foster care placement, or who are in foster care and whose 
placements could be shortened through the provision of such services, or families who are below 
200% of the Federal Poverty Limit and evidence an ability to benefit from parent education 
services in accordance with criteria established by department regulations; and 

 
WHEREAS, Cooperative Extension is a recognized agency with the experience and 

capacity to offer parenting programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Legislators wishes to accept such services. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby authorizes an Agreement between the 

County of Lewis, by and through the Lewis County Department of Social Services, and Cornell 
University Cooperative Extension of Lewis County for the purpose of receiving parent education 
services to families whose children have been named in a child abuse and/or maltreatment report, 
or who have been assessed at risk of foster care placement, or who are in foster care and whose 
placements could be shortened through the provision of such services, or families who are below 
200% of the Federal Poverty Limit and evidence an ability to benefit from parent education 
services in accordance with criteria established by department regulations. 

 
Section 2.  That the term of this Agreement shall be from August 5, 2014 through 

December 31, 2015 for an amount not to exceed $48,000.00. 
 
Section 3.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators is hereby 

authorized to make, execute, seal and deliver said Agreement, pending approval by the County 
Attorney. 

 
Section 4.  That the within Resolution shall take effect immediately. 



 
 Moved by Legislator   Brennan  , seconded by Legislator   Moroughan  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   309  - 2014 
RESOLUTION MODIFYING INDIGENT BURIAL POLCY THROUGH  

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
 

Introduced by Legislator Pepper, Chairman of the Social Services Committee.  
 
 WHEREAS, the Department of Social Services is required pursuant to Section 141 of the 
Social Services Law to pay the expense for Indigent Burials; and 
 
 WHEREAS, costs for the burial of indigent individuals have increased for funeral 
directors since the last adjustment to the burial schedule that was made in the 2009 resolution; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the burial costs for which the Lewis County Department of Social Services 
is responsible includes all reasonable costs incident to the proper burial of a deceased indigent 
person; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, for the purpose of continuing and amending a 
burial payment policy and financially protecting the County of Lewis; the Lewis County Board 
of Legislators directs and mandates the policy and the reimbursement rates for Indigent Burials 
are set as follows effective September 2, 2014:  
 
 Section 1.  INITIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR FUNERAL EXPENSE:  If a recipient of 
public assistance or care or other person dies leaving no funds or insurance sufficient to pay the 
expense of his or her burial, the relatives who survive him who were or would have been 
responsible for this support, shall be responsible for such expense to the extent that they are able 
to pay the same in whole or in part; and to the extent that the Department of Social Services pays 
such expense or any part thereof, he or she may recover all or part of the amounts expended from 
such relatives, who shall be severally and jointly liable therefore in accordance with their 
respective abilities. 
 
 Section 2.  RESPONSIBILITY OF DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES:  In those 
instances where the decedent leaves no funds or insurance sufficient to pay the expense of his or 
her burial AND there are no known relatives, friends or personal representatives liable or willing 
to become responsible for such expense, then the Department of Social Services (“Department”) 
is authorized to pay such expense in accordance with the terms of the policy outlined in this 
Resolution.  In no event shall the Department pay or be liable to pay any expense for the care, 
removal and burial of the body of an eligible individual that exceeds the amounts set forth 
herein. 
 



 Section 3.  REIMBURSEMENT POLICY:  When indigent burial arrangements are made 
by relatives or friends of the deceased and the expense of such burial does not exceed the amount 
fixed by this resolution, the Department may: 
 

(1)  If such relatives or friends were required to pay the expense of such burial in 
order to arrange the same, the Department may wholly or partly reimburse them from assets 
transferred or assigned to the Department by or on behalf of the deceased recipient; but shall not 
reimburse a legally responsible relative of the deceased for any part of the amount paid by such 
relative, which in the judgment of the Department, such relative is able to bear; nor shall the 
Department expend from such assets for such purpose more than is permitted by or pursuant to 
this policy; 

 
(2) Pay part of the expense of such burial, to the extent and under the circumstances 

permitted by this local policy; but in no event shall the Department pay more than the balance 
remaining to be paid after the total of the amounts paid or to be paid by all other sources is 
credited to and deducted from such expense. 

 
a. Such “sources” shall include without limitation, payments made or to be made 
by such legally responsible relatives of the deceased, which in the judgment of the 
Department, such relative is able to bear; assets remaining from deceased 
recipient’s estate; or other agencies, such as the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
 

Section 4.  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FEE: For funeral services rendered to eligible 
individuals, the Department will pay to the Funeral Director the sum stated in the following 
schedule; less any reimbursements for funeral services provided from other sources as described 
in Section 3. 

 
(1)  DIRECT CREMATION: $1,400 + Crematory Charge Includes transfer of 

remains within 30 mile radius to funeral home except when exceeding 30 miles after which there 
is a charge of $1.85 per loaded mile up to a maximum of an additional 20 miles, coordination 
services of funeral director and staff, securing necessary authorizations, transportation of remains 
to crematory by livery and return of cremains to funeral home.  DSS will reimburse actual 
crematory charge. Funeral homes will provide bill from Crematory for payment. DSS will not 
cover any services, embalming, or burial of cremains. 

 
(2)  DIRECT BURIAL: $1,950 (including casket and liner) + Cemetery Charge                              

Includes the transfer of remains within a 30 miles radius to funeral home except when exceeding 
30 miles after which there is a charge of $1.85 per loaded mile up to a maximum of an additional 
20 miles; coordination services of funeral director and staff, securing necessary authorizations 
and the transfer of the remains to the cemetery by livery within 50-mile radius; funeral home to 
supply alternative container and grave liner. DSS will reimburse actual cemetery charges, 
including burial plot and the opening / closing of the grave. Funeral homes will provide bill from 
Cemetery for payment. Cost of burial plot not to exceed $550. With no preference expressed by 
the person making the arrangements, DSS will choose the burial plot. When an oversized 
interment receptacle is required, the actual cost difference will be covered.  DSS will not cover 



embalming nor dressing / casketing. Should no one be available to make arrangements, DSS will 
arrange for burial. 

 
(3)  STILLBORN/INFANT DIRECT BURIAL OR DIRECT CREMATION: $600 + 

Cemetery or Crematory Charges. Still born is defined as over 20 weeks gestation and issued a 
Fetal Death Certificate. Infant is up to six months after birth. All policies and fees remain as 
defined above. 

(4)  ANATOMICAL DONATION: $850 + fee/mileage reimbursement provided by 
institution to be kept by the Funeral Director. NYS Department of Health considers body 
donation to an accredited institution an accepted form of final disposition.                     
All policies and fees remain as defined above. 

 
(5) WINTER: County will pay vault storage at cost not to exceed $100; if embalming 

is necessary, cost shall not exceed $400. 
 
(6) DEATH NOTICE: DSS will not pay for obituaries. Funeral Directors will arrange 

for Death Notice through local newspaper at no cost.  
 

 (7) TRANSPORTATION CHARGES:   Where an eligible individual dies outside of 
the thirty (30) mile radius to the funeral home charged with the funeral arrangements, the Lewis 
County Department of Social Services shall pay the funeral director the rate of $1.85 per loaded 
mile for transportation of the remains up to a maximum of an additional 20 miles; or by 
exception when waived by the Commissioner of Social Services, excepting any transportation 
provided by common carrier, which will be billed by the funeral director to the Lewis County 
Department of Social Services, at cost and used when necessary.  Transportation charges shall 
include, but not be limited to, (a) the removal from place of death to the funeral home; (b) 
transportation of the deceased from the funeral home to an authorized hospital or medical center 
for the purposes(s) of a coroner/medical examiner-ordered autopsy or other postmortem 
examination; (c) transportation to the cemetery, mausoleum or other final resting place of the 
deceased; (d) transportation to and/or from a crematorium; (e) the Commissioner of Social 
Services has the discretion to waive requirements under exceptional circumstances.  
 

Section 5.  AUTHORIZATION: Where a decedent is not a recipient of Public Assistance 
or care, or a person found dead in the welfare district within the meaning of the statute; 
applications for burial benefits may be made to the Lewis County Department of Social Services 
by a member of the family, other relative or person responsible or by a funeral director.  No such 
burial expense shall be considered a charge against the Lewis County Department of Social 
Services unless and until it has been approved by the Department of Social Services, following 
an investigation into the extent of any assets that may be available for payment of same. There 
may be exceptional circumstances where a waiver may be granted by the Commissioner of 
Lewis County Social Services to the policies set forth in this resolution.  
 

Section 6.  SELECTION OF FUNERAL HOMES: It is the policy of the Lewis County to 
provide an opportunity for the relative or other person responsible for making the funeral 
arrangement to select a funeral home from the professional-at large. However, it is at the sole 
discretion of the Commissioner based upon financial considerations of the Department of Social 



Services to approve the funeral home choice. In the event of the death of an individual eligible 
for payment of funeral expenses by the Lewis County Department of Social Services, and where 
said decedent leaves no known relative or other person willing to take or accept the 
responsibility of making the funeral arrangements, the Commissioner of Social Services or a 
designee, shall rotationally assign the funeral of these persons among the Lewis County Funeral 
Homes. 
 

Section 7. SUPPLEMENTATION: Supplementation by a legally or non-legally 
responsible party is not allowed for additional services. Items and services provided for an 
indigent burial by the Department are not upgradeable services. No additional services are to be 
purchased by a legally or non-legally responsible third party. Should a third party seek to take 
over responsibility for the burial of a body, that contract would be between the funeral director 
and the legally or non-legally responsible third party. 
 

Section 8.  ACCEPTANCE OF PAYMENT BINDS RECIPIENT: Receipt and 
acceptance of payment for burial and/or funeral benefits provided for under this Policy, shall 
constitute the recipient’s agreement with the County of Lewis to accept such payment of benefits 
in full payment of any and all claims against the County and to hold the County harmless on 
account thereof.  The County reserves the right to bring appropriate action at law or in equity to 
enforce the provisions of this Resolution. 
 

Section 9.   EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Resolution shall take effect on September 2, 2014.  
 
Moved by Legislator   Moroughan  , seconded by Legislator   Pepper . 
 
Legislator Hathway asked whether indigents are to chase down relatives to discern 

whether they can pay for services before the County authorizes the expense, specifically 
referring to clothing of the body.  County Manager Liz Swearingin responded that the focus is on 
liability and limitations to provide services imposed by law and based on best judgment.   
Legislator Pepper stated the goal is to keep expenses to a minimum for transport and burial, 
while understanding the dignity for dressing.  Legislator Moser cited the majority of the 
deceased are transported from the nursing home, assuming they are already dressed. Chairman 
Tabolt suggested assuming the deceased would be dressed.  Legislator Dolhof posed to add 
language to supply clothes when there is no other resource to do so.   Commissioner of Social 
Services Stacy Alvord explained that the body is picked up and transported.   There is no 
viewing, nor casketing. 

 
The resolution was then unanimously adopted. 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO.   310  - 2014 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND 

THE RESOLUTION CENTER OF JEFFERSON AND LEWIS COUNTIES, INC. 
 

Introduced by Legislator Neil Pepper, Chairman of the Social Services Committee. 



 
WHEREAS, the Lewis County Department of Social Services wishes to enter into an 

Agreement with the Resolution Center of Jefferson and Lewis Counties, Inc. to provide 
employment and training programs for employable recipients of Temporary Assistance and 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby authorizes an Agreement between the 

County of Lewis, by and through the Department of Social Services, and the Resolution Center 
of Jefferson and Lewis Counties, Inc. for the purpose of providing employment and training 
programs for employable recipients of Temporary Assistance and Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program. 

 
Section 2.  That the term of this Agreement shall be from June 1, 2014 through December 

31, 2015 for an amount not to exceed: 
 

• $45.00 for each case requiring mediation and $10.00 for each case in which a 
mediation hearing is scheduled but not held from 6/1/14 - 12/31/14; and 

• $50.00 for each case requiring mediation and $15.00 for each case in which a 
mediation hearing is scheduled but not held from 1/1/15 - 12/31/15. 

 
Section 3.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators is hereby 

authorized to make, execute, seal and deliver said Agreement, pending approval by the County 
Attorney. 

 
Section 4.  That the within Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

 Moved by Legislator   Pepper  , seconded by Legislator   Moroughan  , and adopted. 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO.   311  - 2014 

RESOLUTION AMENDING COMPENSATION PLAN 
WITH REFERENCE TO SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT 

 
Introduced by Legislator Craig Brennan, Chairman of the Solid Waste Committee. 

 
 WHEREAS, a laborer in the Solid Waste Department has resigned. 
 

Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

            Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby amends the Compensation Plan of the 
County of Lewis with reference to the Solid Waste Department, to create the following position: 
 
 TITLE                                   STATUS                                                      SALARY 
 Laborer                                  Part-Time (Up to 19 Hrs/Week)                  Grade C1                           



 
 Section 2.   That Director Pete Wood is hereby authorized to fill said position, in 
accordance with Civil Service regulations, effective immediately. 
 
 Section 3.      That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 Moved by Legislator   Brennan  , seconded by Legislator   Moser  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   312  – 2014 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE/TRANSFER FUNDS 

SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT 
 

Introduced by Legislator Craig Brennan, Chairman of the Solid Waste Committee. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 
 Section l. That the following budget changes are hereby approved in the Solid Waste 
Department Accounts to appropriate Insurance recovery proceeds and  transfer funds to cover 
building repairs from the tornado storm damage :  
 

Increase Revenue: 
ES26800 (Ins recovery)     $12,168.00 

 
Decrease Expense: 
ES8160.2233 (Vehicle & Related Equip)   $10,000.00 

 
Increase Expense: 
ES8160.4603 (Repairs & Maint Bldgs)   $22,168.00 

     
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
Moved by Legislator   Dolhof  , seconded by Legislator    Brennan  , and adopted. 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   313   - 2014 
STANDARD WORK DAY AND REPORTING RESOLUTION 

 
Introduced by Legislator Michael A. Tabolt, Chairman of the Lewis County Board of 

Legislators. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Lewis hereby establishes the following as 
standard work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked 
to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based on the record of 
activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the Clerk of this body: 
 



 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   314  -2014 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE 
 

 Introduced by Legislator Lawrence Dolhof, Chairman of the Recreation, Forestry & 
Parks Committee. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That the following budget appropriation is hereby approved in the Trail 
Maintenance accounts to cover personnel expense to extend the crew working until October 31, 
2014. 
 
 Increase Revenue: 
  A20010 (Trail Permits)    $8,939.00 
 
 Increase Expense: 
  A7990.1999 (Pers Serv)    $6,174.00 
  A7990.8999 (fringe)     $2,765.00 
         $8,939.00 
 
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 Moved by Legislator   Moser  , seconded by Legislator   King  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   315  - 2014 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADDENDUM TO THE  

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF LEWIS AND 
 BIRNIE BUS TOURS, INC. 

 

 

Title 
 

Standard 
Work Day 

 
(Hrs/day) 
Min. 6 hrs 
Max. 8 hrs 

 

Name 
 
 

(First and Last) 

 

Registration 
Number 

 
Current Term 
Begin & End 

Dates 
 

(mm/dd/yy- 
mm/dd/yy) 

Participates in 
Employer’s Time 
Keeping System 

 
(Yes/No-If Yes, do 
not complete the 
last two columns) 

 
Record of 
Activities 
Result* 

  Elected Officials 
    Legislator         6   Gregory Kulzer   33705286  01/01/14-12/31/15                 NO      1.16/Mo. 
       
       
 Appointed Officials                                                                                                                                                                                        
       
       
       

Moved by Legislator   King  , second by Legislator   Pepper  , and adopted. 



 Introduced by Legislator Lawrence Dolhof, Chairman of the Economic Development 
Committee. 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Lewis and Birnie Bus Tours, Inc. entered into a transportation 
management agreement for coordinated public transportation in Lewis County dated December 
19, 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, the fee rates referenced as “Schedule B:  2014 Public Transportation Rates” 
was inadvertently not attached. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved as follows: 
 

Section 1. That the Board of Legislators hereby approves the Addendum to the 
Agreement dated December 19, 2013 between the County of Lewis and Birnie Bus Tours, Inc. 
that now incorporates the fee rates marked as “Schedule B:  2014 Public Transportation Rates” 
for the period beginning January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014. 

 
 Section 2.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators is hereby 
authorized to make, execute, seal and deliver such Agreement, pending approval by the County 
Attorney. 
 
 Section 3.   That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Pepper  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   316  - 2014 
RESOLUTION SETTING 2015 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION APPORTIONMENT 
FOR LEWIS COUNTY SELF-INSURANCE PLAN 

 
Introduced by Legislator Lawrence Dolhof, Chairman of the Workers’ Compensation 

Committee. 
 
 WHEREAS, the only control over the County’s self-insured workers’ compensation plan is 
to emphasize workplace safety and prevention; and 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with this philosophy, the Board of Legislators imposes a 
proportionate assessment based on experience and related expense; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a standard workers’ compensation practice, a portion of the assessment 
shall be based on the ratio of payroll for each participating entity.   
 
 Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 



 Section 1.  That this Board of Legislators hereby sets the computation of the 2015 workers’ 
compensation assessments for participants of  the Lewis County Self-Insurance Plan, to assess a 50% 
experience rating based on actual respective expenses in 2011, 2012 and 2013 that shall be capped at 
$40,000 for any one claim per annum; 30% shall be based on proportionate 2014 gross payroll 
expense, and the remaining 20% shall be computed on proportionate property valuation. 
 

Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately 
 

Moved by Legislator   Hathway  , seconded by Legislator   Moser  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   317  - 2014 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS 

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT 
 

 Introduced by Legislator Neil Pepper, Chairman of the Employment and Training 
Committee. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
   

NOA#PY14-02 
 
 Section 1.  That the following funds be appropriated for the Program Year 2014, 7/1/14-
6/30/16, per the Notice of Obligational Authority (NOA), #PY-14-02 dated July 21, 2014 
through the New York State Department of Labor as indicated below: 
 

Dislocated Worker 
CD6291.1999   $         3,431.59 
CD6291.8999   $        1,544.21 
Total    $         4,975.80 

 
Adult 
CD6292.1999   $ 7,661.12 
CD6292.8999   $ 3,447.50 
Total    $        11,108.62 

 
WIA Revenue   
CD47910   $        16,084.42 

     
 Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately.   
 

Moved by Legislator   Pepper  , seconded by Legislator   King  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   318  - 2014 
RESOLUTION AMENDING COMPENSATION PLAN 



LEWIS COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL 
             

Introduced by Legislator Richard Chartrand, Chairman of the Hospital Committee. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That the Board of Legislators hereby amends the Compensation Plan  
of the County of Lewis, with reference to the Lewis County General Hospital, to create the  
following positions: 
 

TITLE               STATUS                   SALARY    
 

Certified Nursing Assistant (2)  Full-Time         $11.65-$15.30  
  

Section 2.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator   Kulzer  , seconded by Legislator   Brennan  , and adopted. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   319   - 2014 
FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON LOCAL LAW 
(INTRODUCTORY NO. 6 - 2014), COUNTY OF LEWIS 

 
Introduced by Legislator Philip Hathway, Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. 

  
WHEREAS, there will be presented and introduced at a meeting of this Board of 

Legislators to be held on September 2, 2014 a proposed Local Law entitled “LOCAL LAW TO 
AUTHORIZE OVERRIDING THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL 
MUNICIPAL LAW § 3-C (A/K/A 2% TAX CAP) FOR THE LEWIS COUNTY 2015 
BUDGET.” 

 
Now, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 
 Section 1   That a public hearing will be held on October 7 , 2014, from 5:00 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m., before the Lewis County Board of Legislators in the Second Floor Board Room at the 
Lewis County Court House, at 7660 North State Street, Lowville, New York to hear all persons 
for or against such local law.  
 

Section 2   That at least five (5) days notice of such hearing shall be given by the Clerk of 
this Board by the due posting thereof upon the bulletin board of the Lewis County Court House, 
Lowville, New York, and by publishing such notice at least once in the official newspaper of the 
County. 

 
 Moved by Legislator   King  , seconded by Legislator   Dolhof  , and adopted. 
 
 



LOCAL LAW (INTRODUCTORY NO. 6 - 2014) 
COUNTY OF LEWIS 

 
Introduced by Legislator Philip Hathway, Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. 

 
A LOCAL LAW TO AUTHORIZE OVERRIDING THE TAX LEVY LIMIT 

ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW § 3-c (A/K/A “2% TAX CAP”) FOR 
THE LEWIS COUNTY 2015 BUDGET  

 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Legislators of the County of Lewis as follows: 
 

SECTION 1.   TITLE 
 

This Local Law shall be known as “A LOCAL LAW TO AUTHORIZE 
OVERRIDING THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL MUNICIPAL 
LAW § 3-c (A/K/A “2% TAX CAP”) FOR THE LEWIS COUNTY 2015 BUDGET.”  
 

SECTION 2.  LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS 
 

The Board of Legislators for the County of Lewis hereby finds and determines that the 
anticipated budgetary needs for fiscal 2015 require that Lewis County adopt the appropriate 
legislation necessary to override the tax levy limit established by General Municipal Law § 3-c, 
and more commonly referred to as the “2% tax cap.”.  
 

SECTION 3.  ENACTMENT AUTHORITY 
 

This Local Law is adopted pursuant to authority provided in section 10 of the Municipal 
Home Rule Law of the State of New York as well as the specific authority found in General 
Municipal Law § 3-c[5]. 
 

SECTION 4.  OVERRIDE AUTHORIZATION 
 

The Board of Legislators be and the same is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for  
fiscal year 2015 that exceeds the “tax levy limit” as that term is defined and calculated pursuant 
to the provisions of General Municipal Law § 3-c.   
 

SECTION 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO.   320  – 2014 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT BETWEEN  
LEWIS COUNTY AND 

MIDSTATE COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS, INC. 
 



 Introduced by Legislator Jerry King, Chairman of the Courts and Law Enforcement 
Committee. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the Lewis County Board of Legislators hereby authorizes an Agreement 

between the County of Lewis and Midstate Communications and Electronics, Inc., pursuant to 
their submitted bid proposal for the Emergency Communications System Improvements Project, 
Phase I Site Construction.  

 
Section 2.   That said Agreement shall be for an amount not to exceed $1,360,295.00.  
 
Section 3.  That the Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, of the Board of Legislators is hereby 

authorized to execute, seal and deliver such Agreement, pending approval by the County 
Attorney. 
  

Section 4.   That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  

Moved by Legislator   Pepper  , seconded by Legislator   Moroughan  , and adopted. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 Chairman Tabolt relayed the announcement from the Governor’s office that the State will 
sponsor a citizen preparedness training program at the South Lewis School on 9/15/14 at 6 p.m.  
He encouraged all residents to participate and pre-register at www.prepare.ny.gov. 
 
 The Clerk read a proclamation, whereby the Chairman had declared September 11, 2014 as 
“National Night Out” in Lewis County. 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Brennan made a 
motion to adjourn at 6:10 p.m., seconded by Legislator Moser and carried.  
 


