
tree farms and local lots  

that were not as impacted 

by the economic crisis.  

The shortage of Christmas 

trees is forecasted to mostly 

effect those in the drier 

southwestern states that don’t 

produce their own Christmas 

trees but instead rely on 

imported Christmas trees 

from the Pacific Northwest 

and other tree producing 

regions.  

 
$24.5 Million 
Is the total amount of 
Christmas tree sales from 
Marion County alone. 
(2010 statistic). 

Oregon and North Carolina 

are the top two Christmas 

tree producing states in the 

U.S. however both states are 

seeing lower production 

these past few years and it’s 

expected to cause an in-

crease in the price of trees 

for the Christmas season.  

Christmas trees are a waiting 

game, it often takes a noble 

fir up to nine years to reach 

a marketable height of 6’. 

So if you go back to the 

great recession years be-

tween 2007 and 2009. 

Many Christmas tree 

farms had overplanted in 

the decade prior. The 

overall economic hardship 

followed by plummeting 

prices of Christmas trees 

forced many growers out 

of the Christmas tree pro-

duction game.  

Now almost a decade later 

we are starting to see the 

loss of planting production 

catching up with us as many 

buyers are scrambling to 

find trees that simply aren’t 

available.  

Fortunately for those of us 

here in the largest Christmas 

tree producing state, the 

impact will be mitigated by 

the fact that we have u cut 

Christmas tree prices are up. 

Trash pulled from Claggett Creek 

While gathering footage for the 

Claggett Creek Story map pro-

ject piles of trash from an appar-

ent homeless camp or dump site 

was noticed this past summer 

under the bridge at the former 

Albertsons building soon to be 

Waremart by Winco. 

Stormwater crews responded 

and removed a full pickup load 

of trash from armchair recliners 

to pallets and chain link fencing. 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thanks to the Stormwater 

crew  for cleaning up our creeks.  

Happy Holidays from the  
Environmental crew at the city of 
Keizer.  

Christmas tree facts: 

 
 TWO THIRDS OF US HOUSEHOLDS 

DISPLAY AND ARTIFICIAL TREE. 

 FEWER THAN 1 IN 5 AMERICAN 

HOUSEHOLDS DISPLAY A REAL TREE.  

 93% OF REAL CHRISTMAS TREE 

CONSUMERS RECYCLE THEIR TREE 

IN COMMUNITY RECYCLING 

PROGRAMS, THEIR GARDEN OR 

BACKYARD. 

  98 percent of all Christmas 

trees are grown on farms, 

while only 2% are cut from 

the wild. 
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As an intern for the City of 

Keizer’s Environmental Pro-

gram  I have had the privilege 

to use my knowledge and 

skills to help set up the Keizer 

Rotary Club’s arboretum at 

Keizer Rapids Park. Most of 

my work has been clerical 

with some time spent in the 

field. My primary job has 

been to create a database of 

the current and possible trees 

to be planted at the park. For 

this database I have had to 

figure out the size of the 

trees at maturity, what pests 

and pathogens they are sus-

ceptible to, and where they 

can be obtained from. Other 

aspects of my job have been 

to identify and catalogue the 

trees already planted in the 

park and put their data into a 

program that plots their loca-

tion and information on a 

satellite map. I also got to 

help oversee the first planting 

of trees in the park on No-

vember 4th. I was surprised by 

the number of people 

showed up. Several Rotary 

members, a large number of 

high school kids, and other 

community members showed 

up on day that was supposed 

to be raining. It is refreshing 

to see so many people inter-

ested in improving their com-

munity. 

and metal food cans can contain 

BPA and Pthalates. 

Unfortunately these chemicals 

have been found to be endocrine 

disruptors in humans and lab 

animals. Endocrine disrupting 

chemicals can interfere with the 

body’s reproductive, neurological 

and immune systems.   

Due to the lack of a covalent 

bond between the plastic and the 

How many times have you seen 

BPA free on a water bottle and 

wondered what that meant? 

BPA is the abbreviation for Bi-

sphenol-A, a chemical widely 

used in the manufacture of plas-

tics. This chemical and phthalates  

are what are known as 

“everyday chemicals”. As we 

commonly encounter them in many 

aspects of daily life. Everything 

from Shampoo to toys, cosmetics 

phthalates and BPA, they are 

easily separated from each other 

with heat. This is why it’s often 

recommended to remove food 

from plastic before  heating in 

the microwave.  

Keizer Rotary Arboretum at KRP By Rodney Smith 

Spotlight on Pollution: BPA and Pthalates 

IT’S STORMWATER SAMPLING SEASON!  By Kat Lafever 

brake pads, zinc from moss killer, 

lead from roadside sediments), 

plastics (phthalates from flexible 

plastics), pesticides (PCP from 

wooden power poles), and hy-

drocarbons (benzopyrene from 

cars).  

Why would I care what goes 

into the grate?  Keizer gets its 

drinking water from the ground, 

from city and private wells.  

Keizer also injects much of its 

stormwater runoff INTO the 

ground.  We want to take steps 

to make sure the runoff injected 

does not pollute our drinking 

water. 

What can I do?  Road grates are 

a potential pathway directly to 

the water supply.  Keep anything 

you wouldn’t want to drink from 

getting onto the pavement - oil 

leaks in a driveway, fertilizers or 

chemicals, paint or wash water.  

Remember, Only Rain in the 

Drain! 

Why do we sample runoff? The 

Oregon Department of Environ-

mental Quality requires regulat-

ed cities to sample runoff to 

ensure the pollutants levels are 

not harmful to humans (drinking 

water) or the environment.  We 

take samples of our runoff and 

send to the lab to be tested. T 

What do we sample for?  Com-

mon pollutants of concern, in-

cluding metals (copper from 
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Pthalates are plasticizers a 
group of chemicals used to 
make plastic more flexible, 
transparent and durable. They 
are also used heavily in the 
cosmetic industry. 

“KEEP ANYTHING 

YOU WOULDN’T 

WANT TO DRINK 

FROM GETTING 

ON THE 

PAVEMENT” 

 

RODNEY SMITH, CHEMEKETA CWE 

INTERN, CATALOG’S THE ARBORETUM 

TREE COLLECTION USING GPS AND GIS 

TECHNLOGLOGIES FOR ACCURATE 

RECORD KEEPING. 



The City’s Municipal Sepa-

rate Storm Sewer System 

(MS4) Phase II permit ex-

pired in February 2012.  

According to state and fed-

eral regulations, this per-

mit has to be administra-

tively extended until it is 

renewed.  The Department 

of Environmental Quality 

(DEQ) is the regulatory 

agent for the permit and 

they have been working 

with a group of stakehold-

ers, including City staff, on 

renewal of the permit 

since 2013.  There are cur-

rently 19 Phase II per-

mittees in Oregon, but the 

new permit will be issued 

to an additional 8 agen-

cies. 

The Phase II permittees are 

allowed to discharge 

stormwater to waters of 

the state by following best 

management practices 

that are found in 6 mini-

mum control measures; 

public education, public 

involvement, illicit dis-

charge detection and elim-

ination, construction site 

runoff controls, post-

construction runoff con-

trols, and good housekeep-

ing in municipal opera-

tions.  The new permit is 

currently open for public 

comment.  Comments are 

due by January 26, 2018.  

DEQ will then respond to 

comments by making 

changes or explaining why 

they aren’t making chang-

es.  Once public comments 

are addressed, the permit 

will be issued.   

Failure to remain in com-

pliance with the permit 

can result in significant 

fines for the City.  Public 

Works personnel work 

hard to make certain that 

the City remains in good 

standing for the permit.  

While the first permit was 

challenging, the new per-

mit is likely to bring on 

more challenges that are 

targeted toward improving 

water quality in local 

streams.  At this point it 

looks as though the new 

permit will become effec-

tive on January 1, 2019.  

Until that time, staff must 

continue to implement the 

conditions of the current 

permit. 

Want more information?  

Contact one of the Envi-

ronmental staff members 

at City Hall. 

 

A plugged outfall that can lead 

To localized flooding is one of 

The inspection components the 

city will continue to look at un-

der  the new ms4 permit.  

A New Stormwater Permit by Elizabeth Sagmiller 
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 Stormwater Sample bottles are 

prepared, once samples are gath-

ered during a rainstorm the bottles 

are then packed on ice and shipped 

in coolers to the lab for testing. 

The Keizer Rotary Arboretum plantings wind 

along the scenic trail at Keizer Rapids Park. 

Erosion and Sediment Control 

measures that local construction 

contractors must implement are 

covered in the new permit. 



and tumblers, to hunting and 
camping gear, and camo PJs. 
Oh HECK yes! 

 

What is the farthest point 
away from Keizer Oregon you 
have been in your life?: - In 
the seventh grade I went to 
Spain and Africa with my 
Spanish class.  

 

What is your passion?: - 
Treating people with respect 
and dignity. It’s a choice we 
all have the opportunity to 
make on a daily basis. Some-
thing as simple as choosing 
to no longer use a derogato-

AC/DC, Frank Sinatra or John-
ny Cash?: - Toss-up between 
AC/DC and Johnny Cash 

 

What do you like best about 
your Job?: - I love helping 
people! What’s cool for me is 
that I get to build long lasting 
relationships with my cus-
tomers a.k.a. co-workers. My 
co-workers rock, so I get a 
double bonus! 

 

If you could max out a credit 
card at any store and didn’t 
have to pay it off what would 
you buy?: - Hands down - 
Cabela’s. From YETI coolers 

ry word or phrase is com-
pletely within our control. 
Why would one choose to 
not make that small, but 
powerful change in verbi-
age? For example, using the 
word “retarded” when de-
scribing a person, or any-
thing for that matter, is dis-
respectful and can be hurtful 
to someone with a cognitive 
or physical disability. There 
are many examples from 
which to choose, but that 
one particularly bothers me 
because I have family mem-
bers with disabilities. Think 
before you speak. 

How Well Do you Know City Staff? Kristin Brokaw-Human Resources 

City of Keizer  

930 Chemawa Rd. NE  

Keizer, OR 97303  

503-856-3444 

akimoffm@keizer.org 

We are on the web 

at: www.keizer.org 

The Environmental & Technical Division is responsible for implementing the City's regulatory programs and meeting 

compliance strategies of stormwater permits. These programs are primarily focused on protecting water quality in 

local waterways and groundwater.  Protection of these resources are required through the federal Clean Water Act 

and Safe Drinking Water Act. 

The City’s 3 mandated programs are as follows: 

1. The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II permit. This permit allows the City to dis-

charge stormwater to local waterways through implementation and compliance with a Stormwater Management 

Plan. 

2. The Wastewater Pollution Control Facilities (WPCF) permit. This permit allows the City to manage stormwater by 

injection into the ground through implementation and compliance with a Underground Injection Control Manage-

ment Plan. 

3. The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plan. This plan manages the discharge of stormwater that 

flows overland directly to waterways. 

Kristen Brokaw flies 
helicopters in her spare 
time 

Pride, Spirit and Volunteerism 

C I T Y  O F  K E I Z E R  


