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KEIZER PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 
6:00 p.m. Keizer Civic Center 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Vice Chair Jim Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
ROLL CALL 
Present 
 Jim Taylor, Vice Chair   
 Cat Gaynor 
 Joe Tilman  
 Matt Lawyer 
 Clint Holland 
 Donna Bradley 
 Scott Klug 
 Dylan Juran 

Absent: 
 David Louden, Chair 
Council Liaison Present: Roland Herrera 
Staff Present 
 Robert Johnson, Parks Division Manager 
 Debbie Lockhart, Deputy City Recorder 

 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION: Trish Crenshaw from the Volunteer Coordinating 
Committee explained that April is Volunteer Appreciation month. She read the 
Proclamation, thanked Board members for their continued dedication and commitment 
to the City and distributed cookies as a token of appreciation. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Matt Lawyer provided clarification on a portion of the 
Minutes. Clint Holland moved for approval of the March 2017 Minutes as amended. Cat 
Gaynor seconded. Motion passed as follows: Tilman, Lawyer, Gaynor, Taylor, Holland, 
Klug, Juran and Bradley in favor with Louden absent. 

 

APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS – None 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 

Tree Survey Report: Chemeketa intern Arthur Selander presented a slide show 
about his recent tree survey. He covered the goals of the survey and the impact of trees 
on stormwater. He surveyed over 600 trees and explained how to identify and measure 
the trees and how to compare tree conditions and quality. He reviewed his surveying 
duties and the locations of the survey and explained that a tree inventory application is 
now available. He concluded his report noting that the City now has accessible tree data 
for staff to use and that staff can add to this data. Clint Holland urged that removal of 
the English ivy be made a #1 priority because it is killing the trees. Mr. Selander noted 
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that he did not document invasive species but suggested that his survey could be used 
as a base and further study could be done. 
Grant Request – Shelter Near Sand Volleyball Courts at Keizer Rapids 
Park: Hans Schneider explained that his request is for a shelter near the sand 
volleyball courts at Keizer Rapids Park and it would be used for shelter from sun and 
rain and provide a picnic area. He explained that he will be getting $300 from the Parks 
Foundation and would like $8,300 from the Parks Matching Grant Program. Robert 
Johnson noted that there is $8,300 left in the fund.  
Matt Lawyer voiced opposition to the grant because survey responders had indicated 
that they were opposed to anything new being put in the parks because it would have to 
be maintained. He indicated he would rather wait for someone who might want to fix 
something that needs repair like the Keizer Little League or Community Gardens rather 
than build something new. Lengthy discussion followed regarding the use of System 
Development Charge money and the low maintenance needs for the proposed structure 
with Mr. Schneider pledging to take care of the structure for the next 5-10 years.  
Clint Holland moved to approve the grant for $4723.20 for the shelter at the volleyball 
courts at Keizer Rapids Park with $3,576.80 coming from SDCs to make a total of 
$8,300. Scott Klug seconded.  
Mr. Schneider pointed out that he had included the SDCs in his request and this motion 
would require him to find an additional $3500.  
Mr. Holland withdrew his motion. Mr. Klug concurred. 
Clint Holland moved to approve a grant for $8300 for a shelter at the volleyball courts at 
Keizer Rapids Park. Dylan Juran seconded. Motion passed as follows: Taylor, Klug, 
Tilman, Juran, and Holland in favor with Lawyer, Gaynor and Bradley opposed and 
Louden absent. 
Scott Klug moved that the Board recommend to Council that $3576.80 of SDC funds be 
used to fund the shelter at the volleyball courts at Keizer Rapids Park. Clint Holland 
seconded. Motion passed as follows: Tilman, Lawyer, Gaynor, Taylor, Holland, Klug, 
Juran and Bradley in favor with Louden absent. 
HEAL (Healthy Eating Active Living) Grant: Dylan Juran reported that he is 
reviewing information for a 10–station fitness trail at Keizer Rapids Park and will have 
more information at the next meeting. 
Parks Community Based Outreach: Matt Lawyer read the recommendation that 
was included in his report to Council at the April 3 meeting: Recommend that the 
Council adopt, pursuant to the City Charter Chapter 9, Section 36, an $8 per month 
dedicated parks fee in addition to the current level of funding already prescribed. We 
recommend that the Council structure the fee as follows: The fee should be staggered in 
increments of $4, $6, and $8 over three years with allowances for inflation. By 
staggering the fee, City staff can display good faith in the return on investment and 
present solid, yet-to-be-determined, deliverables over three years. That the council, in 
its ordinance, require due diligence in the form of a city wide survey in the same 
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nature as the one presented as evidence before you, to reduce or eliminate the 
dedicated parks fee.  
Vice Chair Taylor pointed out that this recommendation had not been decided upon by 
the Parks Advisory Board.  
Dylan Juran moved that the Parks Advisory Board support the recommendation to 
Council (in italics above). Donna Bradley seconded. 
Lengthy discussion followed with Scott Klug pointing out that 61% of the responses 
were in favor of a fee under $6; 39% in favor of more; but 12000 households did not 
respond. He indicated that he was opposed to the incremental increases because 4/5 of 
the responders were opposed to the $8 fee. 
Jim Taylor pointed out that this is a recommendation to Council and all seven 
Councilors take the task of spending citizen money very seriously. They won’t pass 
anything unless it is absolutely necessary to the health of the city. 
Motion passed as follows: Tilman, Lawyer, Gaynor, Taylor, Holland, Klug, Juran and 
Bradley in favor with Louden absent. 
Solar Eclipse Event: Donna Bradley reported that a news release is ready to go out. 
The website is ready to take reservations and is linked to a PayPal account. Sponsors 
are being solicited and there is a place to donate on the website as well. The city is 
going to donate dirt to fill the potholes and scouts at the Camporee will level it. CERT 
will be there for the duration of the event. 
STAFF REPORT: Robert Johnson reported that  
• The last storm blew down trees: 3 at the upper level of Wallace House Park and 2 in 

the natural area (mostly maples); 3 at Mike Whittam Park (a small grove of hawthorns 
had to be taken down for safety reasons) and 3 at Keizer Rapids Park.  

• Forest Ridge is hosting their third annual tree planting day on the 20th. Over the last 
three years they have purchased 1, 4 and 12 trees respectively and a group will be 
planting the 12 this year in various parks.  

• 100 Filberts were removed from the orchard thanks to a donation from Peterson Cat 
and the help of Randy Miller. Marion County wood crew is coming next week to get 
firewood and will disperse the limbs in the field burn piles. 

 

Clint Holland urged staff to give the wood from downed trees to the Parks Foundation to 
sell. Mr. Johnson explained that Marion County supplies the labor of cutting up the wood 
and the City then donates it to the County. The City does not have the manpower or 
equipment to cut it up. Responding to urging from Donna Bradley, Mr. Holland 
volunteered to figure out a way to cut up the wood and sell it to benefit the City parks. He 
also added that if the ivy was removed from trees, there wouldn’t be so many going down. 

 

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT: Councilor Herrera thanked the Volunteer Coordinating 
Committee for their efforts and Rotary for all it does for the city. He announced that the 
Rotary fundraiser was this past weekend and John Zielinski won the raffle and that a 
tribute was done for Larry Smith.  
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YOUTH LIAISON REPORT: Sam Elder reported that he would be graduating June 9; 
six National Honor Society people and 2 AVID people assisted with the Civic Center 
cleanup event. He added that another group of 15-20 volunteers wants to do service for 
the parks on May 24. Mr. Johnson indicated that he would find them something to do. 

OTHER BUSINESS: Matt Lawyer reported on the Civic Center cleanup event, and 
noted that the Claggett Creek Watershed Council participated in an Earth Day event on 
April 1 by planting 50 trees at McKay Park with “Friends of Trees”. The group is trying to 
do more in both cities and in rural Marion County. He added that he had stolen a 
basketball hoop for use as a visual aid in his presentation to Council and it was so 
rusted on that even after the screws were removed he had to hammer it off.  
 

ADJOURNMENT ~ Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
Next Meeting: May 9, 2017 

 
Approved:   05-09-17   
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