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MINUTES 
KEIZER CITY COUNCIL 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Keizer Civic Center, Council Chambers 
Keizer, Oregon 

 

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Roll Call was taken 
as follows: 

 Present: 
Cathy Clark, Mayor 
Marlene Parsons, Councilor 
Roland Herrera, Councilor 
Bruce Anderson, Councilor 
Laura Reid, Councilor 
Amy Ryan, Councilor 

Absent: 
 Kim Freeman, Councilor 

Staff: 
Chris Eppley, City Manager 
Shannon Johnson, City Attorney 
Nate Brown, Community Development 
Bill Lawyer, Public Works Director 
Tim Wood, Finance Director 
Tracy Davis, City Recorder 

  

FLAG SALUTE  Corley LaRochele from Troop 157 led the pledge of allegiance. 
  

SPECIAL 
ORDERS OF 
BUSINESS 

a. PROCLAMATION 
– The Great 
Kindness 
Challenge 
Week 

Pat Curran, Sydney Gates, Griffin Hubbard, Kevin Parks, Daniel 
Matthews, Emerson Woomer, Samantha Curran, Whiteaker Middle 
School, and Maegan Curran, Gubser Elementary introduced themselves. 
Mr. Curran then provided information about the Great Kindness Challenge 
noting that it encourages kids and adults to take a week and reflect on 
being kind. He added that this is the second year for the challenge, invited 
the public to come to the upcoming Whiteaker assembly and thanked 
sponsors including JCs Pizza, Dairy Queen, Town & Country Lanes, and 
Nancy’s Burgers. Mayor Clark then read the proclamation. 

  b. West Keizer 
Neighborhood 
Association 
Annual Report 

Gary Blake and Rhonda Rich, Keizer, President and Vice President of the 
West Keizer Neighborhood Association, summarized the written report 
and provided additional information about the Association. 
Councilor Parsons moved that the Keizer City Council accept the Annual 
Report of the West Keizer Neighborhood Association and extend 
recognition for another year. Councilor Herrera seconded. Motion passed 
as follows: 
 

AYES: Clark, Reid, Parsons, Ryan, Herrera and Anderson (6) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS:  None (0) 
ABSENT: Freeman (1) 
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c. Greater Gubser 
Neighborhood 
Association 
Annual Report 

Mark Caillier, past President of Greater Gubser Neighborhood 
Association, explained that the purpose of the Association is to empower 
neighbors and improve the community. He reviewed the boundaries and 
summarized a written report which he distributed to Council. 
Councilor Parsons moved that the Keizer City Council accept the Annual 
Report of the Greater Gubser Neighborhood Association and extend 
recognition for another year. Councilor Herrera seconded. Motion passed 
as follows: 
 

AYES: Clark, Reid, Parsons, Ryan, Herrera and Anderson (6) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS:  None (0) 
ABSENT: Freeman (1) 

  
 COMMITTEE 

 REPORTS 
a. Storm Water 

Advisory 
Committee 
Appointment 

City Manager, Chris Eppley, reported that following publication of notice of 
a vacancy on the Storm Water Advisory Committee and acceptance of 
testimony from the applicant, the Volunteer Coordinating Committee 
unanimously recommended Mark Caillier to fill the vacancy.  
Councilor Parsons moved that the Keizer City Council accept the 
recommendation of the Volunteer Coordinating Committee and appoint 
Mark Caillier to fill position #6 on the Storm Water Advisory Committee. 
Councilor Herrera seconded. Motion passed as follows: 
 

AYES: Clark, Reid, Parsons, Ryan, Herrera and Anderson (6) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS:  None (0) 
ABSENT: Freeman (1) 

  b. Audit 
Committee 
Appointments 

Postponed to next meeting. 

  PUBLIC 
 TESTIMONY 

Lore Christopher, Keizer, representing the Keizer Public Arts 
Commission, requested that the City Council approve the center area of 
the Verda/Chamawa Roundabout for the display of public art. She added 
that a poll run by Keizertimes indicated that the public supported a simile 
of Rosalie’s cows but that the art will not be selected until the funding is 
available and traffic safety will be part of the selection process. 
Jeff Weekly, Keizer, complained about McNary High School students 
parking on Newberg Drive and voiced concern for the students walking on 
the street because there are no sidewalks. He provided details of the 
problems, indicated the he felt the problem was exacerbated by the 
closure of the gates at Sandy and Robindale and requested that the 
Newberg Drive gate be locked or the Robindale and Sandy gates be 
opened.  
Charles Anderson, Keizer, echoed the sentiments of Mr. Weekly, adding 
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that these problems are taxing the neighborhood. He reviewed some of 
the vandalism that has occurred and suggested that perhaps staggering 
starting time and release times at the school would alleviate some of the 
problem of the drop-off traffic. 
In response, Chief Teague explained that this has been a long-time 
problem for the Police Department. Currently the Sandy Drive gate is 
open in the morning for foot traffic to alleviate problems on Newberg. 
Many things are being done to address the problems on Newberg 
including campus patrolling, student education, student trash pickup 
groups, and campus monitors. He concluded that the school and the 
Police Department are doing what they can and urged that the gate at 
Sandy Drive not be re-opened. 
City Manager Chris Eppley added that this problem exists in every 
neighborhood abutting any major school in the country. The school district 
is looking at long-term solutions to this issue including acquisition of 
additional land for parking or building a parking structure. 
Additional discussion took place regarding right of way improvements, 
pedestrian safety, local improvement districts, parking restrictions, and 
driver education. 
Dylan Juran and Daniel Medima, Keizer, urged that Keizer provide 
municipal internet. Increased consumer costs from usage caps imposed 
by private companies would be resolved with a municipal network. 
Although start-up costs are extensive, in the long term the cost would be 
recouped because the City would charge Keizer residents but public 
buildings would have free use. Mount Vernon, Monmouth and 
Independence offer municipal internet and they did it without using 
taxpayer money. Municipal internet would also make Keizer look like a 
forward-looking city and attract businesses. Mr. Juran reviewed options 
including MyNet, MuniNetworks.org, ILSR.org (Institute for Local Self-
Reliance), state and federal grants and bonds. 
Mr. Eppley explained that typically these are set up like an enterprise fund 
and the City would buy the service from that fund. The City would issue 
revenue bonds, which are debt, based on future revenues or sales of the 
product. The problem, however, is that, if the revenue does not come in, 
then the general fund is responsible for the debt. 
Mayor Clark urged Mr. Juran and Mr. Medima to look into the business 
aspects of the project and do the calculations. She added that the 
communities providing internet service did so because the private 
companies did not offer the service in their areas and that is not the case 
in Keizer. Additionally, the City of Keizer does not wish to compete with 
local businesses. Councilor Ryan praised the effect the municipal internet 
has had on the citizens and businesses in Independence. Councilor Reid 
added that this might be a way to bridge the ‘digital divide’.  
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PUBLIC 
 HEARINGS None 

  ADMINISTRATIVE 
ACTION 

a. Location 
Approval for 
Public Art 
Sculpture 

Community Development Director Nate Brown explained that the Keizer 
Public Arts Commission has requested that the City approve the center 
area of the Verda/Chemawa Roundabout as a location for future art. He 
explained that the issue of visibility and functionality would be taken into 
consideration in the selection of the art. 
Discussion followed regarding functionality, visibility, the angle of the 
roundabout, safety, approval of the art and maintenance. 
Councilor Parsons moved that the Keizer City Council approve an art pad 
in the center of the Verda/Chemawa roundabout with the requirement that 
placement of pieces would comply with roundabout operation, safety and 
functionality. Councilor Herrera seconded. Motion passed as follows: 
 

AYES: Clark, Reid, Parsons, Ryan, Herrera and Anderson (6) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS:  None (0) 
ABSENT: Freeman (1) 

  b. RESOLUTION -
Initiating 
Legislative 
Amendments to 
the Keizer 
Development 
Code to 
Consider 
Amending 
Sections to 
Allow Fueling 
Stations or 
Gasoline 
Service 
Stations in the 
River 
Road/Chemawa 
Road Area 

Mr. Brown explained that Safeway has submitted a request to initiate a 
Text Amendment process to permit “Gasoline Service Station” as an 
allowed use under certain circumstances in the use restrictions of the 
Commercial Mixed-Use Zone. He explained that the Keizer Zone Code 
establishes a restricted area around the Chemawa/River intersection that 
prohibits a service station located on a parcel that fronts on River Road or 
Chemawa. This is not a request to approve the decision or use, it simply a 
request to initiate the process for the discussion. He provided a history of 
the restriction noting that safety and aesthetics were part of that earlier 
decision. He then directed attention to the information in the packet and 
provided additional explanation regarding the process. 
Discussion followed regarding the history of the site and the restriction, 
the process, site improvements, setting a precedent, and statistics. 
Councilor Parsons moved that Keizer City Council adopt a Resolution 
Initiating Legislative Amendments to the Keizer Development Code to 
Consider Amending Sections to Allow Fueling Stations or Gasoline 
Service Stations in the River Road/Chemawa Road Area. Councilor 
Herrera seconded. Motion passed as follows: 
 

AYES: Reid, Parsons, Ryan, Herrera and Anderson (5) 
NAYS:  Clark (1) 
ABSTENTIONS:  None (0) 
ABSENT: Freeman (1) 
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c. RESOLUTION – 
Initiating the 
City of Keizer’s 
Partnership in 
Healthy Eating 
Active Living 
(HEAL) Cities 
Campaign 

City Attorney Shannon Johnson explained that the Parks Board had 
recommended that Council move forward with this program which allows 
for grant opportunities and information sharing. He noted that it does not 
appear to require any action by the City.  
Following lengthy discussion regarding matching grants and the program, 
Council agreed by consensus to refrain from making a decision on this 
until February 21 and requested that the Parks Advisory Board give 
Council more information. Mayor Clark asked that someone from the 
Parks Board come to the next meeting for questioning, that more 
information be included in the next meeting packet and that obligations 
and costs be clarified. 

  CONSENT 
CALENDAR 

A. RESOLUTION – Authorizing Disposition of Surplus Property (Police 
Department Vehicle) 

B. RESOLUTION – Approving Extension of the Cable Television 
Franchise Agreement with Comcast of Oregon, Inc. (Formerly Known 
as Far-West Communications, Inc., dba AT&T Cable Services) 

C. RESOLUTION – Authorizing Human Resources Director to Sign Smart 
Compliance Portal Master Subscription Agreement and Addendum 
with AKT Benefit Advisors LP  

D. Approval of January 9, 2017 Work Session Minutes 
E. Approval of January 17, 2017 Regular Session Minutes 
 
 

Councilor Parsons moved for approval of the Consent Calendar. 
Councilor Ryan seconded. Motion passed as follows: 
 

AYES: Clark, Reid, Parsons, Ryan, Herrera and Anderson (6) 
NAYS:  None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS:  None (0) 
ABSENT: Freeman (1) 

  COUNCIL 
LIAISON 
REPORTS 

Councilor Ryan announced upcoming meetings, expressed regret at 
missing the Volcano banquet and urged everyone to get the word out 
about the Parks survey. 
Councilor Reid reported on the South East Keizer Neighborhood 
Association meeting, Student Art Show, Council of Governments banquet, 
and judging the American Legion speech competition. 
Councilor Parsons reported on the latest Keizer Festivals Advisory Board 
meeting, the First Citizens banquet and the Personnel Policy Committee 
meeting and announced upcoming events and meetings. 
Councilor Herrera commended recipients of awards at the First Citizens 
banquet and the Fire Department and Colby Barker who received a 
scholarship to the Airforce Academy. He reported on the recent Town Hall 
Conversation with Bob Trump, the Alice Jones 90th birthday celebration, 
the American Legion Oratory Competition and the Winter Sports banquet. 
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He thanked the Keizertimes for the recent article on the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network and urged volunteers to host members of the 
Volcanos team. 
Councilor Anderson also reported on the Keizer First Citizen banquet, 
announced that the Chamber Board and Keizer Economic Development 
Committee meetings had been cancelled and that legislature is back in 
session. He announced the upcoming League of Oregon Cities Day at the 
Capitol and reported on the recent All City Honor Choir concert. 
Mayor Clark announced the upcoming Mid-Willamette Homelessness 
Initiative Task Force, Keizer Heritage planning, Strategic Economic 
Development Corp and the League of Oregon Cities Board meetings and 
the Homegrown Theater performances. 

   
 

OTHER 
BUSINESS 

Chief Teague provided information about squatters at a vacant home on 14th 
Street and urged that citizens report any activity like this in their 
neighborhood. 
Public Works Director Bill Lawyer reported on staff activity related to the 
power outages throughout the city. He noted that the storm water system 
has handled the heavy rain with only minor flooding, provided information 
regarding the stormwater and sanitary sewer systems and fielded questions 
regarding high water outside the city limits. 
Nate Brown reported that the Salem-Keizer School District Facilities Plan 
Update group is working hard to figure out the best approach to manage 
facilities. He serves on that group and will share updates. 
Regarding the Homeless Initiative Task Force, Mayor Clark reported that the 
Council of Governments recently recognized Keizer as one of 4 recipients of 
the Regional Cooperation Project Award. She expressed hope that the task 
force has put together an actionable plan for implementation and thanked all 
Task Force members. 

  WRITTEN 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Clark read an invitation to a reception honoring Harold White, 
former Mayor of Aumsville, for 30 years of service; and a letter from the 
US Census Bureau asking the city to be part of the 2020 Census 
Program. She noted that other events will be posted on her Facebook 
page. 

  AGENDA INPUT February 13, 2017 – 5:45 p.m. – City Council Work Session 
• 2017-2019 Goal Setting 

February 21, 2017 (Tuesday) – 7:00 p.m. – City Council Regular Session 
March 6, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. – City Council Regular Session 
March 13, 2017 - 5:45 p.m. – City Council Work Session 
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ADJOURNMENT Mayor Clark adjourned the meeting at 10:06 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MAYOR:  APPROVED: 
 

 
 

  
 

Cathy Clark  Debbie Lockhart, Deputy City Recorder 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
 
 

  
 

Councilor #1 – Laura Reid  Councilor #4 – Roland Herrera 
 
 

~ Absent ~ 

  
 

Councilor #2 – Kim Freeman  Councilor #5 – Amy Ryan 
 
 
 

  
 

Councilor #3 – Marlene Parsons  Councilor #6 – Bruce Anderson 
 
Minutes approved: 02-21-17   

 


	Keizer, Oregon

