
Stormwater Advisory Committee Notes for February 15, 2017 

Attending Members 
Mark Cailler 
Heather Dimke 
Laura Reid 
Bruce Anderson 
Matt Knudsen 

City Staff 
Elizabeth Sagmiller 
Billy Johnson 
Mark Akimoff 

Absent 
Michael DeBlasi 
Kim Freeman 

 

 Elizabeth called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m.  

Introduction 

Elizabeth discussed the quorum format and reminded the group that the new committee included 
7 members.  Introductions took place and Councilor Laura Reid was welcomed as a new 
member.  Mark Caillier made a motion to adopt the June 7, 2016 minutes with one correction.  
The motion was approved. 

The group proceeded with the appointment of a new Chair for the committee.  Matt Knudsen 
nominated Mark Caillier and Heather Dimke seconded the motion.  

A short discussion took place regarding regular meetings.  Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. seems to be 
a good time for everyone.  The committee will move forward with that action and try to schedule 
meetings before the Claggett Creek Watershed Council meeting as to provide convenience for 
Mark and Bruce. 

Elizabeth provided a background discussion as a refresher for the group which included an 
introduction to MS4, UIC, and a general discussion on stormwater management in Keizer.   

MS4 Phase II Update 

Elizabeth provided the committee with an update on what’s happening with the Phase II permit 
renewal.  The DEQ public comment process resulted in over 200 formal comments.  She went on 
to discust what an individual permit was vs. a general permit.  Laura asked what the benefits of 
the general permit were.  Elizabeth explained that there weren’t any clear benefits.  Elizabeth 
explained the problems with the general permit, stating the language is very prescriptive.  As a 
follow-up to the Public Comment period, DEQ held 2 listening sessions.  There was concensus 



within the participants at the last meeting that DEQ should tweak the language in the general 
permit and add another permit for new permittees.  Elizabeth stated that she doesn’t anticipate 
more meetings with DEQ.  There may be an opportunity for a soft reveal at some point followed 
by another Public Comment Period.  Elizabeth stated that she doubts that the requirements in the 
permit will be lowered to any significant extent. 

Matt Knudsen agreed with Elizabeth’s statements.  He noted that what’s right for Keizer is not 
necessarily right for Marion County. 

Heather Dimke asked what environmental group thought the permit wasn’t stringent enough.  
Elizabeth stated that it was NWEDC and they had basically told DEQ to regulate or they would 
sue. 

Laura Reid asked about the timeline.  Elizabeth said lots of dates had been discussed, but that the 
most likely potential date was July 1, 2017. She also asked what the Department was doing to 
plan for additional needs.  Elizabeth said she hoped for a new employee that could relieve some 
of the existing burden on staff, but although she had talked with Mr. Lawyer about it, no 
decisions have been made.  Elizabeth stated that current staff was drowning in work. 

UICs 

Elizabeth talked about Matt Kohlbecker resigning from DEQ and how that might change the UIC 
program for Keizer.  Matt has been good to work with and leans more toward good science 
rather than regulations.   

Elizabeth talked to the committee about a recent sample taken at a UIC in Keizer which had 
higher than normal hits for pentachlorophenol.  She explained to the group what pernta was and 
why additional testing was being done in order to gather more information about where we find 
it in Keizer and if it’s a problem we will need to deal with in the future.  As a reminder, the 
group needs to discuss UICs at least twice a year. 

Low Impact Development 

Elizabeth introduced the topic of Low Impact Development design standards.  She stated that 
Billy had taken the lead on the project and that Mark was helping with the effort as well.  The 
group discussed that for public projects the City would likely be using UICs with elevated 
landscaping standards.  Elizabeth mentioned that private development would likely be above 
ground features like vegetated swales, raingardens, and so on.  Elizabeth mentioned that staff 
was working closely with Community Development on this and that City Council would be 
discussing one such element in association with PUDs on Tuesday that would include ‘High 
Quality Vegetation’.  Councilor Anderson asked what this vegetation does.  Mark Akimoff 
explained some of the natural processes that interception and multilayered canopy plantings 
provide to slow and disrupt stormwater runoff. 

 



Elizabeth reminded the group that the SWAC is a BMP and that the City relies on this group for 
program development.  Thanks and praise for the SWAC as a useful tool for City staff.   

Mark Caillier adjourned the meeting 

Meeting Adjourned by Mark Caillier at 5:07 p.m. 
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