
Here’s a quick update for you to review: 
 
Community Development Department: 
 
Building:   

• Safeway has applied for a remodel permit for the interior remodel they are 
working on.  The valuation is a little over $1M. 

 
Planning:  

• Salem Keizer School District Facilities Planning Task Force:  The group 
meets weekly to discuss how to address the expected growth of the district in the 
next 10 years.  This entails reviewing the projections prepared by Portland State 
University for each school area.  Initially there were significant questions about 
the methodology used by PSU and what background information they have used, 
which led to a meeting with the PSU staff to examine their methodology.  I was 
highly encouraged to find their work to be thorough, and based on the extensive 
local work we have done with regards to our buildable lands.  I emphasized the 
importance of McNary High School to our community and shared with them the 
direction adopted by the Council in the Keizer Compass of how we are directed 
in “…retaining just one high school as a symbol of community 
connectedness.”  The question before the task force is how to spread the 
expected population across facilities district wide and how to plan for 
expansion.  I expressed that the group should consider sizing our school to 
accommodate the expected growth, rather than carving up the city and sending a 
significant portion to McKay or one of the other schools.  It has never been, nor 
will be, considered to build an additional high school in Keizer.  The task force 
was presented last night with a new concept to size all high schools in the district 
to accommodate (with the exception of West) 2200 students and construct 
necessary facilities at the individual schools to accommodate this size—rather 
than build one other high school somewhere in the district (likely in east Salem 
based on expected student distribution) with a whopping price tag of 
$250M.  The staff is currently working on a cost benefit study to compare the 
differences, which will be presented in the next meeting. 

 
• Safeway:  has met with us and has indicated their desire to petition the Council 

to initiate a text amendment process to allow for a fueling station at their 
location.  Currently the KDC has an area restriction prohibiting gas stations at 
this location.  This has been a long standing issue and we have expressed to 
them that significant issues regarding safety, community fabric, and traffic 
impacts must be addressed.  They have retained a skilled team to provide 
information for this discussion in due course, and as a Legislative decision there 
will be the opportunity to discuss this and all the correlated issues in the full 
process.  We expect to prepare their request to initiate the process (not a hearing 
or discussion about the merits/demerits of the specific site plan) as to whether or 
not it initiate the text amendment process and have that on the next Council 
agenda for February 6th. 



 
• Permit Specialist:  We have received 16 applications for the Permit Specialist 

position.  In the process of selecting candidates and developing the selection 
process. 

 
 
Public Works Department: 
 
Parks & Facilities Division: 

• Volunteers are installing conduit to provide power to Keizer Rapids Park. The 
conduit is being placed from Chemawa Road through the orchard to the parking 
area for the Big Toy. Staff will be boring the conduit under Chemawa Road after 
the volunteers complete the portion through the orchard. 

 
Streets/Stormwater Operations Division: 

• The contract for the Rafael Avenue storm drain repair has been signed and the 
contractor will be performing the work in the next couple of weeks. 

• The preliminary plans for the sidewalk on Chemawa Road NE have been 
reviewed. Staff will be contacting property owners with trees and shrubs that will 
be impacted by the project to make sure they have an opportunity to relocate 
them prior to construction starting. 
 

Environmental & Technical Division:        
• The annual Erosion Control Summit was held on Tuesday at the Civic Center. 

The attendance was good and attendees had very positive comments about the 
presenters. 

 
Water Division:    

• The contractor for the waterline replacement project has installed all of the main 
lines. They will be working on making connections and installing services and 
then perform the testing of the new pipelines. 

• The video inspection of the Meadows well was delayed due to the availability of 
the contractor. The inspection should be completed next week. 

 


