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PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Keizer Civic Center 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Chair Beth Melendy at 6:00 p.m. 
Roll call was taken as follows: 
Commissioners Present: 
 Beth Melendy, Chair 
 Lore Christopher, Vice Chair 
 Jessi Long  

Kim Steen 
 Amy Ryan, Councilor  

Absent: 
 Suesann Abdelrasul 
 Maritza Gonzalez 
Staff Present: 
 Nate Brown, Community Development Director  
 Debbie Lockhart, Deputy City Recorder 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Lore Christopher moved for approval of the November 
Minutes. Kim Steen seconded. Motion passed as follows: Melendy, Ryan, Long and 
Steen in favor with Christopher abstaining and Abdelrasul and Gonzalez absent. 

APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS: None 

GALLERY DISPLAY SCHEDULE – Chair Melendy urged members to look for artists to 
fill the June/July slot. Kim Steen indicated that she would contact Zak Stone who does 
nature photography. 
• January-February-March 2017: Quilters ~ Amy Ryan moved to accept the quilts 

as submitted. Kim Steen seconded. Motion passed as follows:  Melendy, Ryan, 
Long, Christopher and Steen in favor with Abdelrasul and Gonzalez absent. 

• April-May: SKEF (Confirmed) 
• June-July: Open 
• August September: (Colored Pencil Art) Nate to check with group to confirm 
 

RIC SMITH PROPOSAL: It was noted that in an informal survey done by Keizertimes, 
the majority of participants favored having cow sculptures in the roundabout. Lore 
Christopher moved to approve the conceptual proposal of Ric Smith and accept that his 
price is reasonable and market rate. Kim Steen seconded. Motion passed as follows: 
Melendy, Ryan, Long, Christopher and Steen in favor with Abdelrasul and Gonzalez 
absent. 
Ms. Christopher noted that she and Kelly Walther, who has been retained by the Keizer 
Chamber Foundation as a grant writer, would be meeting with Ric Smith. PGE is looking 
to spend up to $7500 on a project that includes public art and children’s art education 
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and she will be proposing this to Ric. If he is amenable to this, the grant will be pursued. 
She stated that the message is: “We are not going to use taxpayer dollars to put cows in 
the middle of roundabouts.” She pointed out that the roundabout is a busy intersection 
and whoever funds the artwork will get a lot of recognition. 

ART COMMISSION FLYER: Not completed. To be addressed at January meeting. 

CHALK FESTIVAL: Members decided that since this was a summer project, it should 
be discussed at a later date. It was suggested that the festival be held in conjunction 
with the Eclipse event and that perhaps glow in the dark chalk be used. Members 
agreed that Maritza Gonzalez should coordinate with Keizer Festivals Advisory Board 
on this. 

EMERGING ARTIST SOLICITATION: No submissions 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Story Poles: Lore Christopher explained that public art in Keizer is a ‘three-legged dog’: 
the Keizer Chamber Foundation supplies the money; Keizer Art Association the art; and 
Keizer Public Art Commission the policies. She reported that she had met with the 
Oregon Community Foundation regarding the story poles and got positive feedback. 
She and Kelly Walther will be gathering information so that they have everything ready 
for a grant application in July. Award would take place January 2018. If the roundabout 
becomes a 2017 summer project, then the story poles could be the 2018 project. She 
explained that the community would participate by providing images of what they would 
like on the Keizer Story Pole. Workshops would be held so that the tribes could provide 
input on what they would like on the Native Peoples Story Pole. 
Mural: Ms. Christopher noted that there are three misspellings on the plaque. The 
Project Manager approved the plaque with the misspellings. It will be removed and 
corrected but the Keizer Art Association will pay for the changes. 

STAFF LIAISON REPORT:  
Bench: Mr. Brown reported that now is the time to approach the owner of Schoolhouse 
Square to see if they would be okay with the bench that the chainsaw artist had 
indicated he would provide. He noted that Rick Day had promised to provide the pad for 
it.  
Budget: the Commission has spent $2971 of their $3500 budget. $529 remains. 

ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

Next Meeting: January 17, 2017 

Minutes approved:   1/17/2017 


