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St. Patrick’s Seminary & University Completes Land Sale 
to the Menlo Park Fire Protection District 

 
The Fire District plans to Rebuild, Modernize and Expand its facilities 

to meet the current and future response needs of the community 
 
MENLO PARK, CA, December 19, 2017 – St. Patrick’s Seminary & University, one of the nation’s 
oldest and most respected Roman Catholic seminaries, announced today the completion of the $6.6 
million sale of a one-acre land parcel with the Menlo Park Fire Protection District. 
 
This sale of an undeveloped acre of land within the Seminary grounds allows the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District to expand its training facilities and hub Fire Station.  The land is part of the original 83 
acres donated to the Archdiocese in 1891 from Mrs. Kate Birdsall Johnson, widow of Robert Johnson, for 
the establishment of a Seminary.  It has remained undeveloped as open space since then. 
 
Funds from the sale will be added to St. Patrick’s endowment fund. At the discretion of the trustees, 
monies from the endowment fund can be used to support religious and educational activities at the 
Seminary and provide general support to the upkeep of the Seminary. The land parcel is located at 320 
Middlefield Road and adds to the current Menlo Park Fire Department space.  The current Fire District 
Station One was originally acquired in 1952 from the Seminary. 
 
 “St. Patrick’s Seminary & University is fortunate to be able to assist our neighboring Fire First 
Responders at Station One with the sale of this land,” said Rev. George E. Schultze, SJ, President-Rector 
for the Seminary. “The sale is a win-win for both entities as it provides the fire department with additional 
land and allows the seminary to fund important projects at the Seminary.  We still have 40 acres of land 
which is beneficial as St. Patrick’s continues to be a key institution in building the strength and vitality of 
our Catholicism throughout the West Coast and beyond by producing priests whose lives are configured 
to the sacrifice of Jesus, rooted in His Word and Sacrament, and dedicated to serve the people of God 
with the pastoral charity of Christ.”  
 
Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman said, “We are extremely grateful to the Seminary for the strategic 
purchase of this property adjacent to our Fire Station One which directly provides essential fire and 
critical emergency services to areas in the Town of Atherton, Cities of East Palo Alto, Menlo Park and 
Unincorporated areas of San Mateo County. This is our hub Fire Station that houses not only a Fire 
Engine but an Aerial Ladder Truck, Battalion Chief and our Training Center with its staff along with 
other important administrative functions and public meetings associated with our governing elected Fire 
Board. This purchase culminates a decade of effort and will allow us to rebuild, modernize and grow this 
facility to meet the community’s current and future demands and needs.” 
 
About St. Patrick’s Seminary & University 
St. Patrick’s Seminary & University was established in 1898 by then San Francisco Archbishop Patrick 
Riordan. The Seminary sits on 40-acres in the heart of the Bay Area’s Silicon Valley. Its expansive park-
like grounds, historic chapel and classroom space provide an ideal environment for prayer, meditation, 
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and study within close proximity to major urban centers. The Seminary currently has seminarians in 
formation from throughout California, Nevada, the Pacific Northwest, Hawaii, Guam and South Korea. 
 
The mission of this venerable institution has remained constant over the course of its history; namely, to 
form priests according to the heart of Jesus Christ and worthy of God's Holy Church. The Seminary is 
governed by the Archdiocese of San Francisco in association with its other sponsoring western and 
Pacific Rim dioceses. For more information about St. Patrick’s Seminary & University, please visit our 
website, https://www.stpsu.edu/. You can also follow St. Patrick’s on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
 
For Media Inquiries, Contact: 
 
John Callan 
Director of Advancement 
St. Patrick’s Seminary & University  
(650) 289-3355 
john.callan@stpsu.edu 
 
Harold Schapelhouman 
Fire Chief 
Menlo Park Fire Protection District 
(650) 688-8426 
(650)380-1006 Cell 
harolds@menlofire.org 
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