
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

As  we put the finishing touches on another season of road construction and pull the barricades away from our 
newly completed bridges, there is certainly an element of accomplishment throughout our organization as we 

review the year. This Fall issue of Field Notes highlights much of the finished product.  
 

I mentioned in our last newsletter that the constant that makes all this happen from year to year involves the funding nec-
essary to build the improvements. Across the state, a recent analysis by our County Engineers Association shows a funding 
deficiency of around 60% for county infrastructure. The same review 
shows that Union County ranks 12th of the 88 counties in funding 
need, based on the number of bridges and road mileage.  
 

A snapshot of our Needs versus Available Dollars reveals the following: 
 

 Union County ranks 6th highest in road miles and has the 37th 
most bridges  

 Our own analysis of needed road, bridge and intersection projects    
yields a funding deficiency of 54% 

 With paving costs now at $125,000 per mile, we now average 
only 9 miles of resurfacing per year, down from 12 miles just 5     
years ago 

 To maintain the ideal 10-year paving cycle, we should average 20 
miles of resurfacing each season 

 

These needs are not new and have been a challenge for a number of 
years. Our Commissioners have recognized the ongoing need for sup-

plementing our normal user fee 
revenues (gas tax and license fees). The renewal of our share of a ¼% sales tax re-
turns to the ballot in November. While the dollars it generates cannot fully bridge 
the gap between our needs and available dollars highlighted above, the sales tax has 
allowed us to continue to maintain an annual paving program, and to continue with 
our regular bridge replacement efforts. And over the last five years, the sales tax dol-
lars set aside for our construction projects averaged 19% of our total revenues.  
 

We hope you enjoy our latest newsletter and our look back at another productive 
construction season. As we take a quick breath, looking forward to 2018 and beyond, the 
following projects are in various stages of planning, budgeting and design: 
 

Bridge Replacements: Streng bridge over Big Darby, Phelps bridge over Bokes 
Creek, Cunningham-Arbela bridge over Rush Creek 
 

Bridge Rehabilitations: Collins bridge and Converse bridge over Big Darby, and                 
        Treaty Line over Bokes Creek 
 

Road Widenings: County Home, Scottslawn, Homer and Sandusky Roads 
 

Road Resurfacing: 120 total miles over a 10-12 year cycle 
 

Intersection Safety Improvements: Industrial Parkway/US 42 and Jerome Road/US 42 

 

 

 

Union County Engineer’s  

2017 Fall Field Notes 
Volume 33  Issue 2   Jeff Stauch, County Engineer 

            

 

In This Issue ::  
 

2. Employee News 
 

3. Department News 
 

4. Bridge Construction News 
 

5.       Road Construction Update 
 

6.   Building Dept. News 
 

7.   2017 Program of Work 
 

8.    Tree Removal 
 

County Road Mileage and Current Sales Tax Percentages 
How Union County Compares With  Adjoining Counties 



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
Union County Engineer’s  

2017 Fall Field Notes 

Page 2   Employee News 

 

Building Inspector George Pyers lives in Marysville and is a graduate 
of Marysville High School and attended The Ohio State University. 
He has six years of code administration experience, spent 16 years 
in the construction industry, and holds numerous State of Ohio and 
International Code Council (ICC) certifications. Welcome George! 

 

 

Summer Intern  Assists Engineer’s Group 
 

We welcomed Isaac Windisch as our engineering intern this past summer.  He re-
cently graduated from Fairbanks High School where he was active in drama club and 
a member the National Honor Society and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. During 
his time with us, Isaac assisted in the field with construction site surveys and helped 
with a number of engineering tasks in the office. He has started his freshman year at 
the OSU Newark branch, majoring in engineering.  Good luck Isaac!  

Building Inspector Joins Staff 

Our Guiding Principles In  Action  
 

Throughout the year, our employees are recognized by residents, customers and supervisors alike for going the ’extra 
mile’ with Exceptional Customer Service, approaching our tasks with Attention To Detail and doing the right thing….Ethics. 
 

One recognition came from a resident who sent along a note about two of our road maintenance workers  
“….through an act of kindness from complete strangers, Paul Farmer and Michael Schrienk…..spent several hours of 
their free time...reinstalling our mailbox, replacing fascia on our house, rehanging a door, etc. My husband (a Vietnam 
veteran) has now passed away…..while ill, he rested easier knowing that these jobs around the house were taken care 
of. We are grateful for the work they did and wanted you to know about the acts of these outstanding gentlemen in 
your employ.” Paul and Mike are both veterans themselves, and their sense of duty clearly has remained with them. 
 

Another note shared from an appraisal group complimented Sonya Brake, Mapping Assistant for her exceptional cus-
tomer service and professionalism.  “I have been working in the appraisal field for nearly 50 years, and I can honestly say 
that Ms. Brake was one of the most professional, patient and helpful public employees I have ever been associated with. 
She is a pleasant person and I wish to commend you for employing her.” 
 

The above are a few examples of recognition from the public acknowledging staff members for their professionalism, 
dependability and helpfulness. The essential foundation of our organization is to build integrity in all we do and with 
honest, reliable employees our purpose towards infrastructure excellence is closer to being attained.  
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Salt Prices Set for 2018 
We were recently notified of the 2017-
2018 rock salt bid. As in past years, we 
participated in a joint contract with 
ODOT. Being part of such a large pool of 
customers helps minimize material cost 
increases.  
 

 The price for this winter season will be 
$47 per ton, about $1 less than last year. 
Our supplier is Cargill, Inc., and the salt is 
stockpiled in Cleveland. We have not 
seen prices this low since 2007.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Quarter Percent Sales Tax Levy Renewal On November Ballot 
 

March 2008 and 2012, Union County voters approved an additional sales tax to help fund Senior Services program-
ming and County Engineer’s capital improvements.  On November 7, Union County voters will have the opportunity 
to renew our local one-fourth of one percent sales and use tax for a term of five years. 
 

The funds generated from this sales tax have and will continue to be used for two purposes only.  Half of the revenue 
will go to pay for direct services to our senior citizens. The other half will go to pay for road and bridge improvements 
in Union County.    
 

50% of the revenues will be used to help pay for senior services such as: 
Home Delivered Meals 
Transportation 
Personal Care 
Senior Advocacy 
Adult Day Care 
Minor Home Repairs 
Adult Protective Services, and more… 
 

The other 50% of the revenues will be earmarked for our department to pay for road and bridge im-
provements such as: 
Bridge Replacements 
Bridge Rehabilitations 
Road Resurfacing 
Road Widening 
Intersection Safety Improvements 
 
Please remember to vote on Tuesday, November 7! 



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Summer Bridge Repair and Replacement  Work Totals $1.83 Million     
 

Unionville Road Bridge Improvement Completed 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work Continues on Watkins Road Bridge  
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Bridge repair and replacement can be 
quite pricey, and with three bridges 
needing attention this summer, County 
Engineer Jeff Stauch combined our sales 
tax dollars along with state and federal 
funding to help bring these bridges up 
to standards. 
 

Shelly and Sands of Columbus, reha-
bilitated the outdated superstructure 
this summer. Work wrapped up in  
October at a cost of $676,300 with 
58% of the funding coming from our 
share of the ¼% sales tax levy.  

 
Sam Reed Road Bridge Construction Update 
 

A new concrete structure has been erected on Sam Reed Road 
over Buck Run in Darby Township. A contract of  approximately 
$648,000 was awarded to Eagle Bridge Company from Sidney, 
Ohio. Funding for this new bridge includes 5% from our share of the sales tax revenue 
and 95% federal highway funds.  
The new 104 ft. span can carry all traffic loads and will support two lanes. The three-
month project is expected to be completed by late-October.  
 

Construction rolls on at the Watkins Road bridge replacement in Mill-
creek Township. J & J Schlaegel of Urbana is replacing the outdated 
bridge with a new single span bridge on reinforced concrete abutments 
at an approximate cost of $508,000. Ohio Public Works Commission  
awarded the County a grant in the amount of $220,000 that covers 43% 
of the construction cost while our local share ($288,000) comes from 
the ¼% sales tax revenue.  Work will be completed in early-November. 

         



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Engineer Completes $3.2 Million Road Maintenance And Improvement Initiative  
 

Road Resurfacing Program Completed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chip Seal , Fog Seal and Pavement Marking Projects Completed 
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The Shelly Company recently finished this year’s asphalt 
paving program. Just over seven miles of roadway were resur-
faced at a cost of $1,025,000. This year’s project was funded by 
our portion of the ¼% sales tax revenue ($600,000) and state 
grants ($425,000). The Village of Milford Center also partici-
pated in the program. Pictured to the left is the recently resur-
faced Middleburg-Plain City Road. 

 County crews surface treated approximately122 miles of roadway this year. 
Work for this program was completed in 25 days at a material cost of ap-
proximately $1.06 million.  

 

 18 miles of newly chip-sealed roads were also recently sprayed with an addi-
tional liquid asphalt by county forces.  Fog seals help improve stone retention 
and  water resistance of a chip seal.   

 

 Oglesby Construction from Norwalk, Ohio was awarded our striping pro-
gram. This year, 86 miles of roadway were striped at a cost of $86,000.  

 

 

Widening Construction Project Update 
 

Work is ongoing in Liberty Township on two separate roadway projects to 
improve traffic capacity and safety near Honda facilities.   Both left and right 
turn lanes will be added on State Route 739 and Johnson Road at the Honda 
R&D and Gate R access points, respectively.  Both projects will allow for safer 
deceleration for vehicles entering these access points, and allow them to sepa-
rate from the main through lane, while also providing a safer and more efficient environment 
for the travelling public.      
These projects are being bid and managed through our office, with funding coming from mul-
tiple sources.  Approximately 75% of the total construction and inspection cost will be paid 
through grants from the Ohio Development Services Agency and Ohio Department of 
Transportation.  The remaining funds will be provided by Honda.   
 

The contract was awarded to The Shelly Company for approximately $1.012 million.  Design of both projects 
was completed by Choice One Engineering, and DLZ is assisting with construction and material testing.  Work 
commenced in September and is scheduled to be completed by mid-November.    

 

         



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
N e w 

com-

 

The new 2017 Ohio Building, Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes (2017 OBC, 
OMC, & OPC) and their referenced standards will take effect on November 1, 
2017. These new codes are based on 2015 ICC codes and replace the current 
2011 Ohio Building, Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes that are based on the 2009 
ICC codes. This code update is for commercial buildings and their associated struc-
tures only. The 2013 Residential Code of Ohio (2013 RCO) remains unchanged.  
 

One of the most significant changes in the new 2017 OBC, OMC, & 
OPC are the updated engineering standards that are referenced 
throughout the new codes. Some of the major updates include electrical, fire 
suppression, fire alarm and  structural  codes. Concrete and steel standards have 
also been revised. The handicapped accessibility standard remains the same. The 
energy conservation code, that has been in effect since January 1, 2017, also remains 
the same.   
 

Some areas of significant change in the new 2017 OBC include: expanded use classifications for assisted care & cus-
todial care, food processing facilities, and commercial kitchens; new use classifications for vacation rentals, lodging houses, 
storm shelters, and rooftop gardens & structures; and significant revised codes governing existing buildings to assist their 
adaptive reuse and renovation. In addition, permits are no longer required for site lighting (not connected to building sys-
tems), ground signs, and retaining walls, walkways, & stairs that are not part of the building egress.  
 

Some areas of significant change in the new 2017 OMC include: increased emphasis on ventilation (outside) air for 
occupants; increased exhaust air requirements for nail salons; increased requirements for the air balancing of commercial 
kitchen ventilation systems (exhaust hood balancing); stricter limitations for return air plenums (one fire area only); no use of 
gas piping for electrical grounding purposes; and required electrical bonding of CSST systems.    
 

Contact our office  at 937-645-3018 or visit our website at www.co.union.oh.us/engineer for additional information. 
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Building Inspector Passes National  Test  
 

Congratulations to Building Inspector Larry Powell for passing the ICC M2 exam. This was 
the second of two exams required by the State of Ohio. These classes are centered around 
being proficient in understanding of the international commercial codes that form the basis 
of the Ohio commercial codes.  
 
By passing both exams, Larry now has his certification as a commercial building inspector 
which allows him to inspect the building and mechanical systems for all commercial struc-
tures.    

            

Effective November 1, 2017 

Commercial Building Codes Update 



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Snapshot of Construction in Union County 

2017 Union County Engineer Program of  Work  
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Projects Location Work To Be Performed By Description 
Estimated             

Date of work 
Small Bridge Work       
CR57K-12.410 Middleburg PC Rd.       Replacement  County Forces  Completed 

CR199C-1.240 Sandusky Road Replacement  County Forces Completed 

CR336B-1.796  Winnemac Road Replacement  County Forces Completed 

CR262G-5.677  Kinney Pike  Replacement  County Forces Completed 

CR275C-0.873 Hamilton Road Replacement  County Forces Completed 

TR136B-1.092  Dog Leg Road Replacement  County Forces Completed 

CR148B-1.045  Wilbur Road Replacement  County Forces Completed 

Large Bridge Work       
TR62B -1.12 Sam Reed Road  Contract Replace Completed 

CR104F-5.45 Watkins Road Contract Replace November 

CR55-2.063 Unionville Road Contract Rehabilitation Completed 

Road Improvements         

CR179/SR 739 Johnson Road Contract Widening November 
County/Township 
Roads 

Various Locations Contract Pavement Marking Completed 

Resurfacing          
CR57 A-E Middleburg PC Rd.       Contract Asphalt Paving Completed 
CR73 Maple Ridge Road Contract Asphalt Paving Completed 

Chip Seal Program         

Northern Portion of 
the County 

Various County and 
Township Roads 

County Forces Chip Sealing Completed 

TR4-0.573 Weldon Road Replacement County Forces Completed 

Bridge Maintenance Various Locations Misc. Work County Forces May - November 

CR133 Northwest Parkway Contract Micro-surfacing 2018 
CR55 E Unionville Rd Contract Asphalt Paving Completed 

  
 
 

SR 31 Bridge Replacement 
Replace SR 31 Bridge in York 
Township 
Start: April, 2017 
Completed 
 

SR 31 Resurfacing  
From Marysville Corp to SR 347 
From SR 739 to Hardin County line 
Start: April, 2017 
Completed 
 
 

 
 
USR 33 Bridge Improvements 
Start: August, 2016 
Complete: November, 2017 
Scottslawn Road Bridge 
150 day closure 
Traffic Impact: traffic maintained 
 

USR 33 Resurfacing 
From Post Road to Avery Road 
Start: August, 2017 
Complete: January, 2018 
Traffic Impact: traffic maintained 
 

 
 
SR 347 Resurfacing 
From SR 739 to SR 31 
Start: April, 2017 
Completed 
 
USR 33 Smart Mobility Intelli-
gent Vehicle Systems 
Install fiber optic cable on USR 33 
from I-270 in Franklin County to 
SR 347 in Logan County 
Start: May, 2017 
Completed 

2017 ODOT 
Construction 
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County  Workers Continue To Remove Trees  Along Roadsides 
As our crews transition out of the construction season, our 
sights turn to other maintenance activities and ways to improve 
safety along our roadways. Tree and brush removal has been an 
off-season focus of our department for many years. The im-
portance has been compounded by the tremendous numbers of 
dead ash trees. They greatly increase the chances of trees and 
branches falling across the roads during weather events. 
 

We continue to budget more dollars to help with contract tree 
services each year. This supplements the efforts of our own road 
crews to remove trees and branches in the right-of-way. Between 
our internal costs and those of contractors for the largest trees, 
we expect to spend around $150,000 in 2018. 
 

Trees of all sizes are a leading cause of serious injuries due to 
crashes. With over 900 miles of roadsides within our jurisdiction, 
their removal is expensive and daunting, but an extremely im-
portant task. We tend to focus on trees within our right-of-way, 
but if you have an interest in having a tree removed along your 
property which is adjacent to a roadside, please give us a call and 
we will have a look. It may help to save a life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above is Blaney Road before 
county forces removed brush and 
trees. 

  After Blaney Road Improvements 

 


