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Would you like to receive Conservation News by email on a quarterly basis?   

Email brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net to be included on our list. 

72nd Annual Meeting a Success 
 
The Union Soil and Water Conservation District held its 72nd Annual Meeting 
recently at the Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City.  An election of  
supervisors was held and Liz Cline, program specialist for the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture’s Division of Soil and Water Conservation, announced that the  
candidates starting a new term on January 1, 2018, will be Steve Robinson and 
Rick Weigand.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
Attendees enjoyed seeing a baby kangaroo, a penguin, a sloth and a snow 
leopard cub from the Columbus Zoo and learning interesting facts about each 
of them.   
In addition, Suzi Clarridge of Bunsold Middle School 
gave a presentation on the outcome of the Rocken-
baugh Education Grant which she received in 2016. 
To wrap up the evening, door prizes donated by  
Union County businesses were awarded.  

 
 
 
 
 
Photo Caption:  
James and  

Tiffany, animal 

handlers from 

the Columbus 

Zoo. 

Union SWCD Board of Supervisors: L to R : Andy Clarridge,  

Rick Weigand, Steve Robinson, Bill Conklin, Matt Staley 
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Help Save the Monarch Butterfly by Protecting Native Milkweed 

The iconic monarch butterfly, which has long been a welcome sight in backyard gardens across Ohio, faces many 
threats. In Ohio, one way we can ensure future generations of monarch butterflies continue to visit flower gardens 
throughout our state is by protecting native milkweed plants.  

Every year in the fall, monarch butterflies across the eastern U.S. and Canada begin a 3,000-mile-long journey down to 
wintering grounds in Mexico. In the spring, these same butterflies head back north, and delight us with their presence 
once again. However, this amazing journey would not be possible without milkweed, a group of plants critical to the  
survival of the monarch butterfly. As butterflies, monarchs can feed on the nectar of a number of different flowering 
plants, but as caterpillars, monarchs are entirely dependent on the availability of milkweed.   

Monarch caterpillars hatch from eggs laid on milkweed plants and feed on the leaves of the plant as they grow. If these 
plants are mowed, removed, or sprayed with pesticides or herbicides, the caterpillars will not survive. Protecting these 
plants, especially during the egg-laying period from July through September, helps both monarch butterflies and  
caterpillars continue their life cycle and ultimately results in more monarch butterflies that can complete their journey to 
Mexico and back.   

In the past, milkweed was viewed as a toxic weed. Today, we know that milkweed is a very important group of native 
plants that helps support many species of wildlife, including monarch butterflies. Learn more about ways you can help 
ensure these beautiful butterflies are around for generations to come by visiting the Monarch Joint Venture.   

Starting September 1, we will again be collecting Milkweed pods and seed to turn into plugs 

for use in conservation practices.  We welcome your donations here at the office and are also 

on the lookout for healthy populations to do some organized collections. 

 

If you have questions feel free to call            

Brent Nickel at 937-642-5871 x2220 

http://monarchjointventure.org/


 

 

Wild About Wildlife 
Brent Nickel, Union SWCD Wildlife Specialist. 

brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net 

Fall Wildlife, Habitat and Hunting  
Interests and Concerns 

Wildlife Conflict Management 
...Forget Control! 

Experiencing wildlife conflicts?  Try the solutions  
associated with this wildlife conflict resolution website! 

The Internet Center for Wildlife Damage Management: 
http://www.icwdm.org/  

Injured—or what appears to be Helpless Wildlife? 
Call or contact the Ohio Wildlife Center – 614-793-WILD (9453) – then follow their every instruction! 

http://ohiowildlifecenter.org/dnn/ 

New Deer Regulations Set  
for 2017-18 Season 

Union County is still a 3 deer county.   
3 either-sex permits may be used for the 2017-18 season, 
but Antlerless permits are NOT valid in Union County this 
year.  Archery season opened on Sept 30. The statewide 
total bag limit is six with no more than one antlered deer.   

 
For further information, please refer to the 

 Ohio Deer Hunting Regulations 2017-18 

Tallgrass Truths—Revealed! 
Management is your Friend… 

 
Landowners, there is nothing wrong or “illegal” with  

mowing random and curving “hunt trails”, or walkways, 
through the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP) grassland practices.  It is always best to mow to an 
eight-inch height.  Hunting trails that wind through the tall 
and thick vegetation will not place the landowner in “non-

compliance” with the voluntary conservation practices’ 
contracts.  Up to 20% of your acreage can be mowed per 

year under your contract without penalty.  If done in  
sections or strips, this will not only open up the field for 

wildlife to use but will also open it up more for you to use 
and be easier to hunt. 

Don’t Forget Your Best Friend 
State public hunting areas opened back up to training and  

exercising on Sept. 1.  Several hunting seasons are open also.  
Get out there with your best friend and enjoy the early season, 
either with the gun or just to get some exercise and do some 

scouting for other upcoming seasons.  The work you put in now 
can pay big dividends come Upland Hunting Season. 

Share Your Love for the Outdoors - 
Take A Kid Hunting 

Hunting season is here and now’s the time to get into that 
Hunter’s Education Class.  The Division of Wildlife offers 
three types of certification courses; instructor-led training, 
home study courses, and online.  The online course has a 

$15 fee, but all other options are Free! 
For more information about when and where these  

classes are available, see the web page below: 

Ohio DNR :  Hunting and Trapping Basics 

 

If your young one isn’t quite ready for Hunter’s Education, 
check out the Hunter’s Apprentice Program. Apprentice 
hunting licenses or fur taker permits allow new hunters 

and trappers, both adults and youth, to sample the  
experience of hunting under the mentorship of a licensed 
adult prior to taking a hunter or trapper education course.  

 
Opportunities are available through  

Pheasants Forever Chapter #535-Union County, Ohio 
for youth to come out for a free day of hunting. 

 
 

Oct. 21,22:  Youth Hunt @ Bokes Creek Hunting Preserve 
 Sandusky Rd. Just North of ST RT 347 

 RSVP Required by Oct 14 
 
Pheasants Forever Chapter #285-Logan County, Ohio 

is also hosting a youth hunt on Oct. 28. 
RSVP by Oct. 20 

 
For more information on either of the Pheasants Forever 
Chapter hunts contact me and I can send you the proper 

forms to get you signed up. 

What’s In-Season 
Always Refer to the Current Year’s Regulations.  

 

 

Fishing Regulations: 
2017-18 Fishing Regulations 

 
Hunting Regulations: 

2017-18 Hunting and Trapping Regulations 

 
Be sure to read up on the new changes  

associated with the Deer Hunting Seasons.   
A few changes have taken place again this year. 

 
“Hunting With Permission” forms, 

Hunting Regulations, Fishing Regulations,  
and Trapping Instruction Packets 

are available at our office. 

Wetland Dike Problems? 
For anyone experiencing chronic damage from muskrats, 
now is the time to recruit trappers to reduce the explosive 

muskrat population. In Union County, the regulated  
muskrat trapping season is from November 10, 2017 

through February 28, 2018. I have a list of willing  
trappers in my office if you need someone to assist you. 

http://www.icwdm.org/
http://ohiowildlifecenter.org/dnn/
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/hunting-trapping-and-shooting-sports/hunting-trapping-regulations/deer-hunting-regulations
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/hunting-trapping-and-shooting-sports/hunting-and-trapping-basics
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/fishingregulations
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/hunting-trapping-and-shooting-sports/hunting-trapping-regulations/general-information


 

 

Dealing with Yard Waste 
 

Fall is here! Leaves are changing colors and falling, some of the underbrush is starting to die 

off and thin out, and various nuts litter the ground like a child’s Legos strewn about the living 

room floor.  So you head out to the barn or shed and hop on your lawn mower, or grab your 

leaf blower, or do it the old fashioned way with rakes and tarps.  Every homeowner knows the 

pain of maintaining their property in the fall. 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency states that leaves and other yard waste  

account for more than 13% of the solid waste accumulated every year. That amounts to almost 

33 million tons! In a landfill, this organic waste loses access to oxygen and cannot fully  

decompose. Instead it releases methane gas, contributing more to the greenhouse effect in the 

atmosphere.  

So instead of shipping it off to a landfill, you can use this waste to your benefit! Grass  

clippings and leaves improve the fertility of the soil. As they decompose, they release nutrients 

that are absorbed by the soil, and can be used by the plants whose roots are anchored in that 

soil. When mixed with heavy and dense soil, it can lighten it and allow more space for oxygen 

to be trapped and hold moisture.  However, you there is TOO much litter on the ground, it can 

suffocate and kill the grass and other ground cover.  Leaves, specifically, can help plants in  

other ways. It acts as a natural mulch, suppressing unwanted weeds and trapping moisture  

underneath. You can also use leaves to insulate sensitive plants to keep them growing through 

the winter, or protect them from the frost! Why spend money on expensive lawn and garden 

treatments when you have a natural source right in your back yard? 

Other living things benefit from your yard waste as well. They provide cover for lots of  

critters, including amphibians like frogs and salamanders that need moisture to keep their skin 

healthy. Many birds and animals use the waste as nesting material and to insulate their homes 

for the winter. Insects and smaller critters use all of the litter on the ground as cover, and some 

moths and butterfly species overwinter in leafy conditions. On the other side of that coin, that 

provides a food source for any bird or animal that wants to poke through the leaves to see what 

they can find. 

There are lots of benefits to not throwing away your yard waste, as you read above. But if there 

is just too much to handle, or you like the crisp, clean, golf-course look, there are other ways to 

dispose of your waste. So what do you do with all of that “yard waste”? If you live in an urban 

area, chances are that the local municipality has a collection program that will dispose of it for 

you. They may collect on a weekly or monthly basis, require the waste to be in bags, or just a 

pile at the curb, so check with your local maintenance department to find out the details. Try to 

make sure that if set on the curb, the yard waste will not make its way into the storm sewer! If 

you live in a rural area, you may have a compost pile or a section of your property that you just 

dump or spread it all on. Please do not burn it! Growing up, I used to help my father rake up all 

of the leaves, sticks, and hickory nuts, and we would haul them back into our woods and 

“pave” our paths with them so that the paths had several inches of the litter. It would suffocate 

any plant growth, and come spring and summer, the bush hog would sit unused because there 

would be nothing to mow! I’ve even known a landscaping company to work with a farmer to 

spread yard waste in the farm fields after the crops were removed, using manure spreader. 

Of course, make sure to leave a big enough pile out so that the kids and dogs have something 

to play in. Enjoy the colors and the cool crisp days! 



 

 SWCD Equipment for Sale and Rent 
 

The following items are available for sale: 
 

  Marking flags     $10 per 100 flags, available year round 

  Soil Survey Narratives   $15 each or free online, available year round 

  Topographic Quadrangles   $6 each, available year round 

  Pond Warning Signs   $7 each, available year round 

  Soil Survey Aerial Maps   Free 

  Fish Fingerlings    Prices vary, sale held in Fall 

  Tree Seedlings    Prices vary, sale is in April  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The following equipment is available for rent: 
 (subject to schedule and availability) 

 

 John Deere 1590 No-Till Drill (15-foot)  $12/ acre w/ $125 minimum charge 
_______________________________________________________________  

 Tree Puller      $100 per day 
                                                                        $150 per weekend  

                                                                              $300 per week 
      _______________________________________________________________ 

 Straw Blower (tailgate mulcher)   $75 per day  
           - $150 deposit                                      $100 per weekend  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 Tree Planter      $40 per day 
 

All equipment must be scheduled through the Union SWCD office  
at 937-642-5871 during regular business hours. 

Please contact Brent Nickel at ext. 2220 to schedule. 

Straw Blower For Rent 
 

The Union Soil and Water Conservation 

District has purchased a Model 20 Tailgate 

Mulcher on a 6’ x 12’ trailer to rent to the 

public.  The Tailgate Mulcher is electric start, 

will blow straw about 40 ft. and can spread an 

average of 120 straw bales per hour.  It will rent 

for $75/ day and $100 for a weekend.  This type 

of blower is typically used for new lawns, new 

seeding establishment and for waterway and 

pond bank grass establishment.  Please contact 

Union SWCD at 937-642-5871 ext. 106 to get 

more information or to schedule. 

 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYDdjOBPwyEAVLWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3DJohn%2BDeere%2B1590%2Bno-till%2Bdrill%26vm%3Dr%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701%26fr2%3Dp


 

 Now Accepting Applications for the  
Conservation Activity Plan Initiative 
 
COLUMBUS, OH – Sept. 19, 2017 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resources  

Conservation Service (NRCS) will offer technical and financial assistance to Ohio farmers, agricultural  

producers, and private forest landowners who want to better manage their agricultural and forest land  

resources.  

Having a plan is always the best place to start in any endeavor and the Conservation Activity Plan (CAP)  

Initiative will help to develop a systematic plan that details the best approach to address natural resource  

concerns on farms and private forest/woodlands.   

With CAP Initiative funding, landowners contract with a certified Technical Service Provider (TSP) to identify conserva-

tion practices needed to address their specific land use or natural resource need.  A CAP could focus on a land use re-

source concern involving grazing land, forest land, or transitioning to an organic operation.  A CAP could also address 

specific resource needs such as managing nutrients, on-farm energy improvements, or an air quality concern.  For addi-

tional information on TSPs, visit the NRCS TSP website. 

Once a conservation activity plan is completed with a certified TSP, producers can then apply for NRCS  

financial assistance to implement the conservation practices identified in their CAP.  All NRCS financial  

assistance programs are offered in a continuous sign-up; however, to be considered for CAP funding in the first collection 

period for the 2018 fiscal year, applications must be received by October 20, 2017.   

Applications for NRCS programs submitted by entities, such as agricultural producers applying as a  

corporation, must have a DUNS (Data Universal Numbering System) number and an active SAM (System for Award 

Management) registration status when applying, a process that may take several weeks.  Applications cannot be processed 

without this information.  Information on obtaining a DUNS number and registering with SAM is posted here.  

To learn more about technical and financial assistance available through NRCS conservation programs, visit Get Started 

with NRCS or a local USDA Service Center. 

   Drainage Maintenance Quarterly Update 
 

Mowing has been completed on the southern portion of the county, while weed and brush con-

trol spraying was conducted on the Northern Ditches. 

 

Ditch maintenance season is upon us and we are preparing for an aggressive approach to 

maintenance this fall, winter and spring. We currently have an excavator dipping ditches and 

will continue to do so throughout the maintenance season. Work will continue to be on various 

ditches throughout the county. Staff from the Union County Highway Dept. will be assisting 

us with these duties.  

 

If you would like to report a problem on a maintained ditch or have questions regarding 

maintenance please contact Jeremy Burrey at 937-642-5871x 2213 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/technical/tsp/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/?cid=stelprdb1257063
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/home/?cid=stelprdb1193811
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/home/?cid=stelprdb1193811
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?service=page/CountyMap&state=OH&stateName=Ohio&stateCode=39
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The Union Soil and Water Conservation District and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
 prohibit discrimination in their programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,  

age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
Oct. 7,  2017 - Union County Pheasants Forever Outdoor Skills Day - 9:00AM - Afternoon 

  1 Ross Lane, Richwood, OH 
 

Oct. 9, 2017 - Columbus Day Holiday - Office Closed 
 

Oct. 12, 2017 - Union SWCD Board Mtg. - 7:00 PM - Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
Oct. 21-22 , 2017 - Pheasants Forever Chapter #535 Union County, OH -  Youth Hunt -  
  See their Facebook page for more details 
 
Nov. 9, 2017 - Union SWCD Board Mtg. - 6:00 PM - Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
Nov. 10, 2017 - Veteran’s Day Holiday - Office Closed 
 
Nov. 23, 2017 - Thanksgiving Day Holiday - Office Closed 
 
Dec. 14, 2017 - Union SWCD Board Mtg. - 6:00 PM - Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
Dec. 25, 2017 - Christmas Day Holiday - Office Closed 
 
Jan. 1, 2018 - New Years Day Holiday - Office Closed 


