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To Union County Residents: 

As Judge of the Union County Probate and Juvenile Court, I am pleased to present the 
Court’s Annual Report for 2016.  This is my fourteenth year as Union County’s Probate 
and Juvenile Court Judge, and I am proud of the good work the Court has accomplished.  

The Probate and Juvenile Court has a very defined mission to perform in the Common 
Pleas Court system. We are concerned with providing services involving all the 
following: the protection and orderly administration of the estates of our deceased 
citizens; the protection of the assets and the persons of our citizens determined to be 
incompetent; issuing marriage licenses; providing a forum for legal name changes; and 
ultimately almost everything involving our youth who have been left dependent, 
neglected or abused or, on the other end of the spectrum, who have become unruly or 
delinquent.  

The Court depends on a dedicated staff of clerks who meet the public and receive and 
process the large amount of paperwork that flows through our offices. The accuracy of 
the paperwork is important for the effective accomplishment of the Court’s mission, but 
also has an important residual value to the many people who look to the Court’s records 
for genealogical information regarding their ancestors. Our Court staff strives hard to 
fully meet the needs of current cases, parties and those researching family history. 

The Juvenile Court’s Probation Department works with youth who have violated the law 
and were placed on probation.  Under Ohio law, a Juvenile Court must focus on 
rehabilitation, punishment and protecting the public when it renders a decision in a 
delinquency case.  Ohio law understands that a child is not fully developed mentally, 
emotionally or physically until the child is older.  Our Probation Officers work with 
these youth and their families to help change the behavior that brought the families 
before the Court.     

The Court has developed several programs to address the abuse of drugs, a factor in 
many of our abuse, neglect and dependency cases.  The Juvenile Court maintains two 
specialized dockets (colloquially known as “drug courts”). Our Family Treatment Court 
works with parents whose children have been removed from the parent’s care due to the 
parent’s underlying drug and alcohol use.   Our Juvenile Treatment Court works with 
the delinquent youth in our court who have charges involving drugs or for whom drugs 
are a significant problem. Both drug courts are certified by the Ohio Supreme Court. 

In 2016, our Family Treatment Court was selected as a demonstration site by the Ohio 
Supreme Court in its participation in the Statewide System Reform Project (SSRP). The 
Ohio Supreme Court was one of five states selected by the National Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention to work to increase the number of Family 
Dependency Treatment Courts and infuse the successful practices of those courts 
throughout Ohio’s juvenile courts. The work being done through SSRP is expected to 
result in establishing best practices for Ohio’s Family Dependency Treatment Courts. 
Union County Juvenile Court is proud to be part of this effort. 

Union County’s Juvenile Court also provides clinical programs including The Parent 
Project© and Loving Solutions© which are recognized as Best Practice programs to teach 
parents how to work with and care for their high-risk children.  The Court continues to 
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offer a diversion program as an alternative to formal prosecution for qualified first-time 
offenders.   

The Court’s mediation program has successfully assisted many families in correcting 
truancy issues that would otherwise have been filed in the court.  Mediation also assists 
parents whose cases are in Juvenile Court for custody/parenting time/visitation issues.  
Meeting with the mediator provides a structure for the parents to discuss their concerns 
and disagreements and arrive at agreement regarding their child’s care.   

The Union County Probate and Juvenile Court remains dedicated to maintaining 
effective, efficient and caring services to the citizens of Union County.  I am honored to 
serve as Judge of our Court. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Charlotte Coleman Eufinger, Judge 
Union County Probate & Juvenile Court
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Courtesy of Stephen Badenhop, Union County Record Center & Archives Coordinator & The Ohio Historical Society 

PROBATE COURT 

Probate courts existed in the Northwest Territory prior to Ohio’s statehood, with 
authority in probate, testamentary and guardianship cases.  In 1802, Ohio’s first 
constitution abolished separate probate courts and transferred their authority to the 
common pleas courts.  Separate probate courts reappeared in 1851, when Ohio drafted a 
new constitution, giving probate court jurisdiction to grant marriage licenses and control 
land sales by appointed executors, administrators, and guardians.  As a result of a 1912 
constitutional amendment, voters could decide by referendum to combine the probate 
court with the court of common pleas, which voters decided not to do in Union County. 

The probate court has original jurisdiction in the settlement of estates.  The court 
held limited jurisdiction in minor criminal offenses from 1851 to 1932.  The probate judge 
maintained a permanent record of births and deaths from 1867 to 1908.  Since the 1850s, 
the court has had jurisdiction over the appointment of guardians for minors and the 
mentally ill; the judge can also commit the mentally ill to institutional care.  The probate 
court exercised jurisdiction in naturalization proceedings from 1860 until 1906, when the 
federal government assumed this power.   

JUVENILE COURT 

The origins of the juvenile court system trace back to the reform spirit of the 
Progressive Era.  Prior to the establishment of the juvenile court system, juvenile 
offenders were tried with adults and imprisoned with them.  On April 25, 1904, the Ohio 
General Assembly passed an act to “regulate the treatment and control of dependent, 
neglected and delinquent children” through the establishment of a juvenile court.  The 
law focused on the reformation and rehabilitation of minors, rather than punishment.  
The law applied only to children under the age of sixteen.  The law provided for juvenile 
probation officers and prohibited sending children under the age of twelve to jail, while 
allowing those children twelve to sixteen years of age to be sentenced to jail, industrial 
schools, other state institutions or into the homes of responsible individuals, but provided 
that those sentenced to jail could not be confined with adult prisoners.  Jurisdiction was 
originally given to the court of common pleas or the probate court. 

In 1906, the juvenile court act was extensively amended.  The revised law extended 
the court’s jurisdiction to punish any person or parent responsible for the delinquency or 
dependency of any child, while also raising the age of a minor to seventeen years.  The law 
also provided that the probate court judge in all counties, except those otherwise provided 
for, serve as ex-officio judge of the juvenile court.   

By the approval of voters, the juvenile court can be placed under the jurisdiction of an 
independent juvenile court, or as a division of the common pleas, probate or domestic 
relations courts.  In Union County, the juvenile court has been under the jurisdiction of 
the probate court judge since the juvenile court’s creation in 1906.  Originally in Union 
County the cases were kept with the probate court, but beginning in 1910 they were stored 
and filed separately.  
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Union County was created by the Ohio General Assembly in 1820 by uniting 
portions of Delaware, Franklin, Madison and Logan counties.  

The Union County Probate Court was established in 1852. Prior to 1852, probate 
matters in Union County were heard and decided by a judge of the Union County 
Common Pleas Court. The Union County Juvenile Court was established in 1906.  They 
were two separate courts until the Juvenile Court was combined with the Probate Court 
in 1937, pursuant to an act passed on April 29, 1937, which reorganized and recodified the 
existing juvenile court laws.  With the passage of the Modern Courts Amendment to the 
Ohio Constitution in May 1968, Ohio’s Probate Courts became divisions of the Courts of 
Common Pleas. 

THOMAS BROWN (1852-1855 AND 1859-1861) 

JAMES TURNER (1855-1859) 

JAMES R. SMITH (1861-1870) 

JOHN B. COATS (1870-1888) 

LEONIDAS PIPER (1888-1894) 

JAMES MCCAMPBELL (1894-1900) 

JOHN M. BRODRICK (1900-1906) 

DUDLEY E. THORNTON (1906 – 1913) 

EDWARD W. PORTER (1913 – 1921) 

WILLIAM H. HUSTED (1921 – 1932) 

CARRIE HORNBECK (1932 – 1933)* 

 

L. W. HAZEN (1933 – 1941) 

JOHN W. DAILEY, SR. (1941 – 1955) 

LUTHER L. LIGGETT (1955 – 1960) 

ROBERT F. ALLEN (1960 – 1979) 

GARY F. MCKINLEY (1979 – 2003) 

CHARLOTTE COLEMAN EUFINGER (2003 – PRESENT) 
 

* Ms. Hornbeck, Chief Deputy Clerk of the Probate Court, was appointed by Governor George White to serve the unexpired term of 
Judge Husted, who unexpectedly passed away.  
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On February 9, 2003, the Honorable Charlotte Coleman 

Eufinger became Judge of the Union County Probate and Juvenile Court.  Judge Eufinger is the 

seventeenth Judge of the Union County Probate Court and the tenth to serve as Judge of both the 

Probate and Juvenile Courts.  She is currently serving her third term. 

Judge Eufinger is actively involved in a variety of professional boards, agencies, and 

activities.  She is a member of the Ohio Supreme Court Commission on Specialized 

Dockets.  Judge Eufinger previously served on the Ohio Supreme Court Commission on the Rules 

of Superintendence and the Ohio Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Children, Families and 

the Courts and on the Subcommittees of Legal Representation, Family Law Reform 

Implementation and Adult Guardianships.  

Judge Eufinger is a member of the Ohio Judicial Conference, and serves on the Probate Law and 

Procedure Committee, the Juvenile Law and Procedure Committee, and the Specialized Dockets 

Committee. She has previously served on the Board of Directors of the Ohio Association of 

Juvenile Court Judges and as a member of the Ohio University Board of Trustees and the Ohio 

University Foundation Board of Trustees. 

Prior to taking office, Judge Eufinger was a partner in the Marysville, Ohio law firm of Coleman, 

Eufinger & Aslaner, and she practiced law with her father, William L. Coleman (1914-1981), her 

husband John M. Eufinger, her brother, Stephen G. Coleman and Tim M. Aslaner. 

Judge Eufinger is a life-long resident of Union County, and graduated from Marysville High 

School.  She graduated with an A.B. in history from Miami University in 1969, where she also 

obtained a teaching certificate in history for grades 7-12.  Judge Eufinger then went on to The Ohio 

State University College of Law, where she received her J.D. in 1972.  Judge Eufinger has been 

married for 45 years to John M. Eufinger, and has a son and daughter-in-law, Tony and Megan; a 

granddaughter, Charlotte Katherine Noelle; and a daughter, Mary. 
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The Probate Court’s jurisdiction extends to the following matters: 

Estates 

Adoptions 

Guardianships (minor and 

incompetent) 

Mental Illness 

Court-ordered Outpatient 

Treatment 

Conservatorship 

Trusteeship 

Land Sales 

Estate Tax Matters 

Settlement of Claims for 

Minors 

Wrongful Death Settlements 

Determination of Heirship 

Change of Name 

Mental Retardation 

Presumption of Death 

Summary Release 

Will Contests 

Will Construction 

Release from Administration 

Marriage Licenses

 

Estates 176 154 167 186 158 

Adoptions 28 17 3 18 22 

Guardianships & 

Trusteeships 
24 35 28 39 32 

Civil Actions 5 4 5 9 5 

Mental Illness 1 0 3 2 2 

Delayed Registration 

& Correction of Birth 
2 3 1 2 6 

Minor’s Settlement 3 12 3 10 5 

Wrongful Deaths 2 1 0 1 0 

Change of Name 17 18 19 22 29 

Other 4 5 6 1 7 

260 248 235 290 266 

282 275 314 293 316 
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More than 30,000 Union County Probate Court historical and closed records are 

available for public viewing at 128 S. Main St. in Marysville, within the Union County 

Records Center and Archives. The historical and closed records may be viewed with the 

assistance of an archivist. Open matters can be found within the Probate Clerk’s Office, 

located at the Union County Courthouse, and may be viewed with the assistance of a 

deputy clerk. 

Many historical records have been microfilmed and digitally indexed. A computer 

terminal is available for public use at both the Union County Records Center and Archives 

and the Union County Recorder’s Office, located within the County Office Building, 233 

W. Sixth St. in Marysville. The computerized index covers all Probate matters from 1820 

to the present.  

The following records are also available: Birth and Death Records from 1867 to 

1909; Marriage records 1820 to present (May 28, 1996 and after on the computer); and 

Delayed Registration and Correction of Birth records from 1941 to the present. Mental 

illness and mental retardation cases are confidential. Adoption records may be accessed 

according to the controlling provisions of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Copies are available for a fee.
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*Other: Applications to Seal and Expunge Records; Petitions for Juvenile Civil Protection Orders, Grandparent Powers of Attorney; 
Motions to Show Cause that reactivate matters (not including child support). 

 

The jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court includes the following matters: 

Unruly Children – children who will not subject themselves to the reasonable control of their parents, 
guardians, teachers or custodians, by reason of being wayward or habitually disobedient. This includes 
children who are truant from school or violate curfew. 

Delinquent Children – children who violate any federal, state or local law or ordinance that would be 
an offense if committed by an adult; violate a lawful order of the court; attempt or complete acts 
forbidden to those less than 18 years of age (i.e. purchase a firearm); have previously been adjudicated as 
a habitual truant; or who are considered chronic truants.  

Dependent, Neglected and Abused Children – children who are dependent on the state for their 
care because of homelessness, lack of parental adequate care, or actual or imminent abuse or neglect. 

Juvenile Traffic Offenders – children who violate a federal, state or local traffic law, traffic ordinance 
or traffic regulation, other than those violations which are handled by a parking violations bureau. 

Juvenile Tobacco Offenders – children who have purchased, attempted to purchase, used, consumed 
or possessed cigarettes, tobacco products, or papers used to roll cigarettes.  

 

Delinquency 203 184 145 173 161 

Unruly 34 44 35 48 47 

Neglect/Abuse/Dependency 97 56 46 59 61 

Juvenile Traffic 318 342 279 286 325 

Adult Contributing 30 40 23 39 23 

Permanent Custody 4 3 4 4 7 

Custody/Visitation 82 69 78 86 84 

Parentage 2 1 0 0 0 

Child Support 601 628 487 574 349 

UIFSA 0 0 11 7 16 

Other* 33 51 81 70 40 

Unofficial 32 31    

  39 22  

1,706 1,674 1,467 1,346 1,113 

1,720 1,680 1,344 1,318 1,182 
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Custody – matters in which the Court determines paternity and parental rights and responsibilities of 
children born to unwed parents. Further, the Juvenile Court makes determinations regarding custody and 
support of children born to married parents if the matter was instituted with the filing of a divorce in the 
Common Pleas Court (Domestic Relations Division) then later certified to the Juvenile Court. 

Child Support – matters regarding the establishment, modification or enforcement of court or 
administrative orders for the financial support of children. 

Adult Contributor – any adult who contributes to the delinquency of a delinquent or unruly juvenile.  
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Natalie Landon, Superintendent 

www.coyc.org 

Located at 18100 State Rt. 4, just north 
of Marysville, the Central Ohio Youth Center 
offers programming for chronic juvenile 
offenders. When juvenile offenders under the 
jurisdiction of the Union County Juvenile 
Court are sentenced to detention, most youth 
will be placed in COYC. 

The Community Residential Center 
(CRC) is a secure program for adjudicated 
juvenile offenders. 

COYC has been recognized by the 
National Center for Child Traumatic Stress for 
providing the organizational leadership and 
support necessary for the implementation of 
Trauma and Grief Component Therapy for 
Adolescents (TGCTA). 

Within seven days of admission, the 
Massachusetts Youth Screening Instrument 
(MAYSI) residential interview is completed with each resident, as well as a comprehensive 
psycho-social interview with each client.  The information obtained from the interview is 
utilized to develop an Individual Treatment Plan (ITP) for each resident. The ITP lists 
objectives to be completed in order to achieve each goal  

Residents are assigned a therapist upon admission.  The therapist develops a case 
management plan and provides individual and family therapy.  The frequency and 
duration of individual and family therapy sessions are determined on a case-by-case 
basis. 

For youth are required to satisfy their current school requirements while they 
reside in COYC. For those who have dropped out of school, the staff will provide 
instruction to assist the resident in obtaining his or her GED. 

2006 170 1032.5 

2007 255 1554.5 

2008 172 714 

2009 209 1413 

2010 179 1270.5 

2011 181 1059 

2012 206 1470 

2013 187 945.5 

2014 154 925.5 

2015 220 1227.5 

2016 287 1830 

2015 Percentage of Use: 11.7% 

2016 Percentage of Use: 17.5% 

http://www.coyc.org/
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Our Probation Department works tirelessly to fulfill the goals of our Mission 

Statement and to use innovative programs and strategies to improve the lives of children 

and families in Union County. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Union County Juvenile Probation Department is entrusted by our community 

to serve and support the youth and families of our community. We commit to assist in the 

development of our families becoming interdependent, responsible, and integral 

members of our community. We utilize a proactive approach to support: 

Family Enrichment: Utilizing various resources to strengthen parent/child 

relationships in the promotion of unity and family stability. 

Academic Growth: Support the interaction between schools and families for the 

advancement of the youth in our community. 

Accountability: Assist in the development of family-managed responsibility 

through structured rewards and consequences to promote healthy future decisions. 

We dedicate our time, effort, and resources to provide these services in a 

professional and competent manner. 

 

The Juvenile Court provides an early intervention mediation program to local 

school districts to address school-related attendance concerns and student behavior. The 

program is designed to bring parents, children and school officials together to identify 

and mitigate the issues, in the hope that success will avoid formal charges against either 

the child or the parent(s).  

The Court’s mediator also mediates contested custody cases to help guide the 

parents and guardians of children to agreement upon custody, visitation and child 

support issues. 
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Union County’s Juvenile and Family Treatment Courts: 

The Best Hope of Recovery from Drug and Alcohol Addiction 

 

Our county’s heroin problem is 

well documented, as is our cocaine and 

prescription drug problem, but the most 

abused drug continues to be alcohol, 

which destroys the lives of many 

individuals and families.  

The Family Dependency 

Treatment Court and Juvenile Treatment 

Court in the Union County Probate and 

Juvenile Court continue to work in 

coordination with the Prosecutor’s 

Office, the County Commissioners, the 

Department of Job and Family Services, 

Maryhaven, Inc., the Mental Health and 

Recovery Board, the Children and Family 

First Council and the recovering 

community as partners to confront all the 

issues that face our recovering parents 

and children. 

The Family Dependency 

Treatment Court is designed for adults 

who have lost or are in danger of losing 

their children due to their chemical 

dependency. This program of judicially-

managed treatment has turned drug and 

alcohol addicted people into healthy 

citizens who live as recovering people. As 

one graduate of the program said, “This 

program kept me alive. I would be dead 

from drugs, but I have my children back 

and I am grateful for recovery.” 

The Juvenile Treatment Court is 

designed for adolescents who are in the 

court system due to drug and alcohol use 

issues. This program involves the 

families of the youth, and treatment is 

provided both by Court therapists and 

therapists from Maryhaven, Inc. Careful 

supervision by probation officers 

provides supervision of the youth and 

support for the parents is offered as well. 

Judge Eufinger’s vision for our 

county has established the direction of 

these programs, and we have partnered 

with the Supreme Court of Ohio and the 

Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug 

Services to develop these specialized 

dockets. There more than 140 similar 

courts in the State of Ohio.  

 
In service to our county, 
Bob Ahern, Ph.D., L.I.S.W.-S. 
Treatment Court Coordinator  
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