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Volume 33  Issue 1   Jeff Stauch, County Engineer 

A Message From The Engineer’s Desk  
 

A  portion of this issue of Field Notes outlines another busy road and bridge construction season for our 

organization. We are in the process of performing around $6.10 million in improvements and mainte-

nance across Union County. The work is being done by a combination of our county forces and contractors. It 

is paid for with a blend of various grant sources, developer contributions, and our local revenues (local funds 

account for about 50% of this year’s work).  
 

It is exciting to see months and in many cases years of planning, preparation and budgeting result in the various 

finished products. A number of details and factors play a role in each completed job. But the obvious constant 

from year to year involves the dollars used to make it all happen.  
 

Funding our annual work programs is a little more difficult each year. 

• The primary source of our funding results from ‘user fees’ and ‘user taxes’—license plate fees and gas tax              

(a closer look at our funding splits can be found on page 5) 

•    Property taxes do not fund our projects 

• While our plate fee revenue has increased slightly, funding from gas tax has decreased due to decreased                      

fuel use 

• Construction inflation continues to outpace any modest revenue gains—a mile of newly paved road costs 

$125,000 — the average cost of this summer’s new bridge replacements is $600,000 per site 

• Our increasing growth furthers our transportation challenges 
 

Our in-house county forces play a large role in our annual maintenance and construction tasks. They will con-

struct eight small bridges this summer. Around 90+ miles of chip seal will 

be placed by our crews, at half the cost of a contractor. We are always 

looking for a better approach or material to help maximize the dollars 

we have for construction and maintenance. 
 

As we move through the scheduled projects for the season, a critical 

funding piece for our future work programs will return to the ballot 

in November for renewal. Our portion of the sales tax, since 2008, 

has helped to lessen our challenges mentioned above. Without our 

share of the 1/4% sales levy revenue (the other half goes to Senior 

Services), our ability to resurface roads would be limited to every 

other year—forcing us to rely more heavily on chip sealing. In 2016, 

$1.3 million generated from the sales tax went directly for road and 

bridge improvements.  
 

With the levy’s renewal, each of our planned improvements, large or 

small, will help bring us closer to our primary goal—safer and effec-

tive roads in our growing county. 
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Employees Receive Service Awards  
  
Casey Rausch, Assis-
tant Road Superinten-
dent and Jackie Allo-
way, Administrative 
Support  were  recog-
nized earlier this year 
for their 10 years of 
service. 
 
 

 
 
 

Doug Kilfian, Road 
Maintenance Worker 
and Kevin Poling, 
Mechanic also re-
ceived recognition for 
their 15 years of ser-
vice. 

 

 
 
 
Joyce Garrard, Op-
erations Secretary 
and Gene Sproull, 
Road Maintenance 
Worker were award-
ed their 20-year ser-
vice pin as well. 
 

 
 
 
 
Jeff Stauch, County 
Engineer was recog-
nized for his 30 years of 
service.  
 
Congratulations to all! 

As we continue to maintain our 

work force, we are pleased to 

introduce our newest employees. 

At our Operations Facility, 

Maintenance Workers Kasey 

Jones and Joe Coy were hired as 

well as Josh Rausch, who will 

assist as a mechanic.  
 

Kasey, who lives near West 

Mansfield is a 

graduate of 

Ridgemont 

High School. 

He grew up 

on a farm and 

continues to 

help at two ag operations in his 

spare time.  His hobbies include 

hunting and camping and is active 

in Ridgemont FFA and Ridgeway 

Jr. 4-H Boosters. 

 

 Joe, who lives 

near Marysville is 

a graduate of 

Bellefontaine 

High School.  He 

has extensive 

knowledge op-

erating trucks 

and heavy equipment as well as 
experience and training in trench-

ing and excavation. 

Josh, our new-

est mechanic, 

lives near Irwin 

and is a gradu-

ate of Fair-

banks High 

School. He has 

an Associate’s 

Degree in Ag Mechanics. Josh has 

experience in repairing agricultur-

al and industrial equipment, as 

well as servicing cars and light du-

ty trucks. 
 

Welcome, Kasey, Joe and Josh! 

New Employees Welcomed  

Kasey Jones 

Josh Rausch 

Joe Coy 
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Signs in Right-of-Way 
Reminder as Roadside 

Mowing Continues  
Roadside mowing started in May and 

will continue through October. As we 

make our 

m o w i n g 

rounds, we 

like to re-

mind every-

one about 

our policy relating to the placement of 

real estate/political signs along county 

roads. They may not be placed within 

county road right-of-way. The only 

exception would be for properties 

with yard sections along roads where 

the property owner mows and main-

tains the right-of-way.  For such ex-

ception, the sign should not be closer 

than five (5) feet from the edge of 

pavement. 
 

We will remove all signs not comply-

ing with our policy and store them at 

either our Marysville Operations Facility 

or our Richwood Operations Facility 

until November 15, 2017.  We will dis-

pose of them after that date.   

 

2017 County Highway 

Maps Now Available  
 

The smell of ink is still fresh in the office 
from the stacks of 

Union County 

maps that arrived 

earlier this year. 

We are excited to 

share the new 

maps and some of 

it’s features. This is 

the third genera-

tion of the refor-

matted design, introduced seven years 

ago.  
 

Some improvements include an enlarged 

map making it easier to read and an aerial 

underlay showing wooded areas and 

other features.  The latest subdivi-

sions, new roadways and rounda-

bouts have also been added. Stop in 

to pick up your free copy soon! 

 

Summer Maintenance                                   

Workers Welcomed  

Kyle Poling, Noah Wiseman and 

Kole Justin joined our Operations 

staff to help with flagging, mowing 

and cleaning equipment during our 

busy construction season. Please 

slow down in work zones as our 

crews and contractors perform 

their work. 

Look For Us At Richwood Fair 
We will have a booth near the Merchant 

Building at the Richwood Fair August 30 

through Sept 4. Stop in and check out 
our information. We look forward to 

seeing you there. 
 

Summer Work Hours Begin 

At Operations Facility 
Our Operations Division employees have 

switched to 10 hour days. Summer work 

hours are Monday through Thursday, 

6:30am to 5:00pm until Labor Day. The 

Engineer’s Administrative Office hours, 

7:30am to 5:00pm Monday through Fri-

day, will not change.  
 

Building Inspector Passes       

National  Test  
Congratulations to Building Inspector Larry 

Powell for passing the ICC Commercial Build-

ing Inspector’s exam earlier this year. The ICC 

test is a national exam covering the Interna-

tional Commercial Code which is the base 

document for the Ohio Building Code (OBC), 

which is the statewide code containing the 

minimum requirements for the construction of 

all commercial structures. 

mailto:lpowell@co.union.oh.us?subject=Contact%20Larry%20Powell,%20Building%20Inspector
mailto:lpowell@co.union.oh.us?subject=Contact%20Larry%20Powell,%20Building%20Inspector
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvjND7-JrUAhUr0YMKHQpwBNYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clarksvilleonline.com%2F2006%2F07%2F15%2Fupdate-on-campaign-advertising-signs-and-vehicles%2F&psig=AFQjCNFpIm
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History of Our Building Department  
 

The Union County Building Department was estab-

lished in 1973 at the request of local home builders 

who wanted uniform standards for residential con-
struction throughout the county. In 1997, we be-

came a certified commercial department broaden-

ing our authority to regulate all commercial, indus-

trial and institutional occupancies.  
 

All commercial buildings in Ohio shall comply 

with the Ohio Building Code. In 2006, the 

State of Ohio adopted the first statewide 

residential code. If any jurisdiction wishes to 

regulate residential construction, they must 

become a certified department and follow the rules 

in the Residential Code of Ohio. 
 

The Union County Building Department has agree-

ments with all municipalities to provide commercial 

and residential building code enforcement with 

the exception of Unionville Center and Dublin. 

The Dublin Building Department is the regula-

tory authority within the incorporated areas of 

Dublin. The Department of Industrial Compli-

ance has jurisdiction of any commercial 

permits in Unionville Center. Marysville, 

Richwood, Milford Center, Magnetic 

Springs and Plain City have all contracted 

with Union County for building code ser-

vices.  
 

Plumbing permits are issued by the Union 

County Building Department under the direc-

tion of the local Health Department. 
 

To get more information, permit applications, 

checklists, code information and sample draw-

ings visit co.union.oh.us/building-regulation-1.   

 

Swimming Pool and Deck Handouts Available  
 

Swimming Pools  
Union County regulates all pools that hold 24 inches or more of water. We follow the national stand-

ards to help ensure safety for the homeowner’s family and to ensure the safety of neighboring children 
from accidentally entering the pool. The regulations were adopted from the International Residential 

Code. 
 

We have developed a checklist that homeowners can use to make sure that they have the information 

they need to comply with the regulations. With the increased number of inexpensive inflatable pools be-

ing purchased each year, we remind everyone that safety is an important consideration when deciding if 

one of these pools is right for your home. 

 

Decks  
Are you thinking of building a deck this summer?  If so, the Union County Building Department has a 

new and improved handout that can help. It explains what is needed for post holes layout, beam spans, 

joist spans, stair details and other technical information that you need to know when building a deck.   
 

 

If you’re considering a swimming pool purchase or planning to build a deck, contact us at 937-645-3018 

or at engineer@co.union.oh.us to determine exactly what permits are needed and what requirements 

you must follow. 
 

 

 

https://www.co.union.oh.us/building-regulation-1


 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

S everal development projects 

along the Industrial Parkway 

corridor are in various stages of 

planning and construction.   
 

Mitchell Crossing, a 48 lot single 

family development at the north-

west corner of Industrial Parkway 

and Mitchell-Dewitt Road was re-

cently completed and is starting to 

see some home construction on 

the site.  Woodbine Village just 

wrapped up Section 2 of their single 

family home development, creating 

an additional 51 single family lots 

near the intersection of Industrial 

Parkway and Brock Road. Right and 

left turn lanes along Industrial Park-

way were also installed with this 

phase to mitigate the additional traf-

fic entering the site from the new 

access off of Industrial Parkway.   

The Reserve at New California 

subdivision, located adjacent to In-

dustrial Parkway, just northwest of 

the U.S. 42/Industrial Parkway inter-

section, recently completed road-

way and site infrastruc-

ture improvements. 

The first phase will 

consist of 27 single 

family lots, with the 

ultimate buildout 

resulting in 165 lots. 

This subdivision will 

connect to the exist-

ing New California 
Woods subdivision 

and add an access point off of Indus-

trial Parkway.  Right and left turn 

lanes on Industrial Parkway have 

been constructed by the developer 

as part of this project. 

Jerome Village continues to 

move forward with the residential 

portion of their mixed use master 

development. To date, over 800 

single family lots have been platted, 

with close to 500 addi-

tional units in the plan-

ning and design phas-

es.  Although timing 

has not yet been de-

termined, proposed 

educational, commer-

cial, retail, office and 

town center space has 

been approved 
through Jerome 

Township and will eventually be 

constructed as part of the 1,500 

acre development.  

   
 

     

 

 

 
Union County Engineer’s  

2017 Summer Field Notes 

Page 5   Development and Planning News 

 

            

Subdivision Update  

“Jerome Village contin-
ues to move forward 
with…...over 800 single 
family lots plat-
ted….with close to 
500 additional units in 
the planning and 
design phases.” 

 % Total Revenue  

From Gas Tax 

% Total Revenue  

From License Fees 

Three Largest Counties 8% 92% 

Three Smallest Counties 72% 28% 

Union County, 2016* 35% 31% 

  $2.339M  $2.065M 

Additional Information From Engineer’s Message 

Fuel Tax and License Plate Fee Funding Splits 
 

 The significance of each funding source varies by the size of the county 

 Union County is relatively  ‘balanced’ 

* Sales Tax generated 19% of total revenue, and remaining 15% through other funds. 



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Snapshot of Construction in Union County 

2017 Union County Engineer Program of  Work  
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Projects Location Work To Be Performed By Description 

Estimated             

Date of work 
Small Bridge Work       

CR57K-12.410 Middleburg PC Rd.       Replacement  County Forces  Completed 

CR199C-1.240 Sandusky Road Replacement  County Forces June -July 

CR336B-1.796  Winnemac Road Replacement  County Forces July -August 

CR262G-5.677  Kinney Pike  Replacement  County Forces Completed 

CR275C-0.873 Hamilton Road Replacement  County Forces Completed 

TR136B-1.092  Dog Leg Road Replacement  County Forces Completed 

CR148B-1.045  Wilbur Road Replacement  County Forces July -August 

TR4-0.573 Weldon Road Replacement County Forces Completed 

Bridge Maintenance Various Locations Misc. Work County Forces May - November 

Large Bridge Work       

TR62B -1.12 Sam Reed Road  Contract Replace July - October 

CR104F-5.45 Watkins Road Contract Replace August - October 

CR55-2.063 Unionville Road Contract Rehabilitation June - October 

Road Improvements       

CR179/SR 739 Johnson Road Contract Widening August - October        

County/Township 

Roads 
Various Locations Contract Pavement Marking August - September 

Resurfacing          

CR57 A-E Middleburg PC Rd.       Contract Asphalt Paving August - October 

CR73 Maple Ridge Road Contract Asphalt Paving August - October 

CR55 E Unionville Rd Contract Asphalt Paving August - October 

CR133 Northwest Parkway Contract Micro-surfacing August 

Chip Seal Program       

Northern Portion of 

the County 

Various County and 

Township Roads 
County Forces Chip Sealing July - August 

 SR 31 Bridge Replacement 

Replace SR 31 Bridge in York 
Township 
Start: April, 2017 
Completed 
 

SR 31 Resurfacing  

From Marysville Corp to SR 347 

From SR 739 to Hardin County line 

Start: April, 2017 

Complete: October, 2017 

Traffic Impact: traffic maintained  

 

 

 

USR 33 Bridge Improvements 

Start: August, 2016 

Complete: September, 2017 

Scottslawn Road Bridge 

150 day closure 

Traffic Impact: traffic maintained 

Brock Road Bridge 
Completed 

USR 42 Bridge 
Completed 
 

USR 33 Resurfacing 

From Post Road to Avery Road 

Start: August, 2017 

Complete: January, 2018 

Traffic Impact: traffic maintained 

SR 347 Resurfacing 

From SR 739 to SR 31 

Start: April, 2017 

Complete: October, 2017 

Traffic Impact: traffic maintained  

 

USR 33 Smart Mobility Intelli-

gent Vehicle Systems 

Install fiber optic cable on USR 33 

from I-270 in Franklin County to 

SR 347 in Logan County 

Start: May, 2017 

Complete: October, 2017 

Traffic Impact: traffic maintained 

2017 ODOT 
Construction 

 

            



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Work Performed by County Forces  
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       Culverts Replaced         

Roadside Mowing  
Roadside mowing started in early 

May and will continue through Octo-

ber.  Our Union County crew mows 

four to five rounds of 1,040 miles of 

county and township roadsides each 

year requiring over 4,000 man and 

equipment hours. Bob Baughman, 

Don McCreary, Kevin Chapman and 

Roy Hammond make up this year’s 

mowing crew. 

Tree Removal/Right of Way 

Work Performed 
 

 

Grader Patching 
County workers also place 

asphalt patches on select coun-

ty and township roads each 
year prior to chip seal. They 

use a  grader, tandem roller, 

and dump trucks to patch dis-

tressed areas on our roads. 

Approximately 1,500 tons of 

asphalt are expected to be 

used this season.  

 

Snow & Ice Control 
With the mild winter of 2016-

2017, the total cost for 

snow/ice removal was consid-
erably down compared to pre-

vious winters. Labor, equip-

ment and material costs to-

taled $393,000 compared to 

the previous winter season  

cost of $524,000.  
 

County crews will perform over 20 

culvert replacements this year as 

well as replace eight small bridges. 

Pictured above is a small bridge re-

cently completed on Dog Leg Road. 

Culvert work is completed in one 

to two days, while small bridges may 

take up to three weeks to finish.   

In 2016, county forces spent 2,162 

hours performing tree and brush 

removal along county and township 

roads to help improve sight distance 

and provide safer intersections.  

Our program will continue in 2017 

with over $75,000 budgeted for this 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above is Blaney Road 

before county forces removed 

brush and trees. 

  After Blaney Road Improvements 

Future Roadway Force Account Work 

On Our Radar  
 

Intersection Improvements 

Lowe  and Whitestone Roads 
Baldwin Road & St. Rt. 739 
  

 

   

                     Road Widenings 
  County Home Road 

  Sandusky Road 

  Homer Road 

  Scottslawn Road 

  Cotton Slash Road 

               Mulvane Road 



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Work Performed By Contract   
 

Unionville Road Bridge Improvement Begins 

 

Sam Reed Road Bridge To Be Replaced 

 

Work Begins Soon on Watkins Road Bridge  
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A concrete bridge renovation in Darby Township has 

begun.  This superstructure, on Unionville Road over 

Big Darby Creek, was built in 1970 and is an im-

portant link to the Village of Unionville Center.  
 

Shelly and Sands of Columbus, who was awarded 

the $662,000 contract, will rehabilitate the outdated 

superstructure with composite pre-stressed box 

beams and a reinforced concrete deck. Minor recon-

struction and patching of abutments and piers plus the 

addition of reinforced concrete approach slabs will be 

a part of the project.   
 

A Community Development Block 

Grant will cover 42% of the cost 

of construction while revenue 

from our share of the 1/4% sales 

tax will make up the rest. This 90-

day closure is expected to wrap 

up in early October.    

 

 

This summer another steel truss bridge will be retired 

and a new concrete structure erected on Sam Reed 

Road over Buck Run in Darby Township. A contract 

of  approximately $648,000 was awarded to Eagle 

Bridge Company from Sidney, Ohio. Funding for 

this new bridge includes 5% from our share of the 

sales tax revenue and 95% federal highway funds.  

This old steel truss bridge built in the 1930’s , has be-

come structurally deficient with a 20-ton load limit 

that provides only 

one lane of traffic. 

The new structure 

will be able to car-

ry all traffic loads 

and will support 

two lanes. The three-month project is expected to be 

completed by mid-October.  

 

Watkins Road Bridge in 

Millcreek Township will 

be under construction in 

the next few weeks.  

This design build project 

was awarded to J & J 

Schlaegel of Urbana, in the amount of $508,000. 

Ohio Public Works Commission has awarded the 

County a grant in the amount of $220,000 that covers 

43% of the construction cost.    
 

A new single span bridge on reinforced concrete abut-

ments will be erected. This 75-day closure is expected 

to be completed in the fall.  

Resurfacing Project  Awarded 
 

The Shelly Company recently was awarded this year’s paving program. More than seven miles of roadway will 

be resurfaced at a cost of a little over $1million funded in part by our portion of the 1/4% sales tax revenue and 

state grant funds.  The roads slated to be resurfaced include:  Middleburg PC , Maple Ridge and Unionville Roads.   

Northwest Parkway is expected to be improved by contract later this summer by a process called micro-surfacing.   



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Union County Engineer Employees’ Children Receive Diplomas 

Congratulations 2017 Graduates  
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D anielle Schrienk, 

daughter of 

Maintenance Worker 

Mike Schrienk, re-

cently graduated from 

Mary sv i l l e  H i gh 

School and plans to 

attend Columbus 

State Community 

College and  major in 

Special Education.  
  

N oah Wiseman, 

son of Mainte-

nance Worker Jason 

Wiseman, also gradu-

ated from Marysville 

High School and has 

enrolled at the Uni-

versity of Northwest-

ern Ohio in Lima to 

major in Agricultural 

Business. He plans to 

play college baseball 

as well.   
 

C ollin and Hannah 

Putney, children 

o f  Ma i n t e n a n c e 

Worker Dave Put-

ney, recently received 

their diplomas. Collin 

g r a du a te d  f r om 

Mary sv i l l e  H i gh 

School and will be at-

tending the University 

of Rio Grande  to 

study musical instru-

ment construction 

and woodworking. 

H a n n a h 

r e c e i v e d 

her Bache-

lor’s De-

gree in So-

cial Work 

and an As-
s o c i a t e ’ s 

Degree in 

Soc io logy 

from the 

same university.  
 

N icholas Story, 

son of Superin-

tendent Justin Story, 

g r a du a te d  f r om 

Mary sv i l l e  H i gh 

School in May and 

plans to attend Ohio 

University to pursue a 
degree in Business or 

Accounting.  
 

T iffany Grose, 

d a ugh t e r  o f 

Maintenance Worker 

Kevin Grose, re-

ceived her diploma 

from North Union 

High School. She will 

be attending Aveda 

Institute 

of Cos-

metology 

in Co-

lumbus.  
 

N oel 

and 

Nicholas      

U f f e r -

m a n , 

children of Mainte-

nance Worker Brent 

Ufferman, recently 

received their diplo-

mas from Fairbanks 

High School. Noel will 

be attending Edison 

State Community 

College to study 

Nursing. She will also 
be playing volleyball 

for the college team. 

Nicholas will be mov-

ing to New Hamp-

shire to receive train-

ing for obtaining his 

private pilot’s license.  
 

K yle Poling, son of 

Mechanic Kevin 

Poling, graduated 

from Ohio University 

in May with a Bache-

lor’s Degree in Sociol-

o g y /C r i m i n o l o g y .  

Kyle is applying to the 

Ohio State Patrol 

Academy this fall. 
 

Z ach Stauch, son 

of County Engi-

neer Jeff Stauch, 

graduated from The 

Ohio State University 

in May with a Bache-

lor’s Degree in Radia-

tion Therapy. He is 

pursuing his Master’s 

Certificate in Dosime-

try at Ohio State.   
 
Congratulations to all 

the 2017 graduates!!  
 
  

 

  Graduates Recognized 



 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

Union County Engineer 
Jeff Stauch, PE/PS 
233 West Sixth Street 
Marysville, Ohio   43040 

 

Administrative Offices 

  P: 937.645.3018 

  www.co.union.oh.us/engineer 

  engineer@co.union.oh.us 

 

Operations Facility 
  P: 937.645.3017 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

 

Bridges: 

Across Ohio 

-9,600 county owned bridges are over 50 years old 

-3,200 have posted/reduced load limits 

 

 

In Union County 
-29 bridges are over 50 years old 

-8 have posted/reduced load limits 

 Ranks 38th fewest out of 88 counties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roads: 

Across Ohio 

-28,971 county maintained road miles 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In Union County 
-466 county road miles 

 Ranks 6th most out of 88 counties 
-162 township road miles 

 Ranks 86th most out of 88 counties 

-197 state road miles 

 

Union County Road and Bridge Statistics 

mailto:engineer@co.union.oh.us?subject=Contacting%20Engineers%20Office

