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Would you like to receive Conservation News by email on a quarterly basis?   

Email brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net to be included on our list. 

71st Annual Meeting a Success 

The Union Soil and Water Conservation District held its 71st Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, August 10, at the Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City.   

 
 
 
An election of supervisors was held to start off 
the evening, and the candidates starting a new 
term on January 1, 2017, will be Andy  
Clarridge and Bill Conklin.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attendees enjoyed hearing USDA-NRCS State Soil  
Scientist Steve Baker give a talk on Soil Health and  
Nutrient Management. 

 
Suzi Clarridge of Bunsold 
Middle School was  
presented with the first  
annual Rockenbaugh  
Education Grant by Brent 
Nickel, chairman of the  
Rockenbaugh Committee. 
 

 

To wrap up the evening, volunteers Lizzie Nicol 

and Nora Scheiderer were recognized for their 

hours of service by Robin Sweeney of the 

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation  

Service.  
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Wild About Wildlife 

Brent Nickel, Union SWCD Wildlife Specialist. 
brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net 

Fall Wildlife, Habitat and Hunting  
Interests and Concerns 

Wildlife Conflict Management 
...Forget Control! 

Experiencing wildlife conflicts?  Try the solutions  
associated with this wildlife conflict resolution website! 

The Internet Center for Wildlife Damage Management: 
http://www.icwdm.org/  

Injured—or what appears to be Helpless Wildlife? 
Call or contact the Ohio Wildlife Center – 614-793-WILD (9453) – then follow their every instruction! 

http://ohiowildlifecenter.org/dnn/ 

New Deer Regulations Set  
for 2016-17 Season 

Union County is still a 3 deer county.   
3 either-sex permits may be used for the 2016-17 season, 
but Antlerless permits are NOT valid in Union County this 
year.  Archery season opened on Sept 264 The statewide 
total bag limit is six with no more than one antlered deer.   

 
For further information, please refer to the 

 Ohio Deer Hunting Regulations 2016-17 

Tallgrass Truths—Revealed! 
Management is your Friend… 

 
Landowners, there is nothing wrong or “illegal” with  

mowing random and curving “hunt trails”, or walkways, 
through the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP) grassland practices.  It is always best to mow to an 
eight-inch height.  Hunting trails that wind through the tall 
and thick vegetation will not place the landowner in “non-

compliance” with the voluntary conservation practices’ 
contracts.  Up to 20% of your acreage can be mowed per 

year under your contract without penalty.  If done in  
sections or strips, this will not only open up the field for 

wildlife to use but will also open it up more for you to use 
and be easier to hunt. 

Don’t Forget Your Best Friend 
State public hunting areas opened back up to training and  

exercising on Sept. 1.  Several hunting seasons are open also.  
Get out there with your best friend and enjoy the early season, 
either with the gun or just to get some exercise and do some 

scouting for other upcoming seasons.  The work you put in now 
can pay big dividends come Upland Hunting Season. 

Share Your Love for the Outdoors - 
Take A Kid Hunting 

Hunting season is here and now’s the time to get into that 
Hunter’s Education Class.  The Division of Wildlife offers 
three types of certification courses; instructor-led training, 
home study courses, and proficiency testing for those 18 

and older.  Best of all; It’s FREE! 
For more information about when and where these  

classes are available, see the web page below: 

Ohio DNR :  Hunting and Trapping Basics 

 

If your young one isn’t quite ready for Hunter’s Education, 
check out the Hunter’s Apprentice Program. Apprentice 
hunting licenses or fur taker permits allow new hunters 

and trappers, both adults and youth, to sample the  
experience of hunting under the mentorship of a licensed 
adult prior to taking a hunter or trapper education course.  

 
Opportunities are available through  

Pheasants Forever Chapter #535-Union County, Ohio 
for youth to come out for a free day of hunting. 

 
 

Oct. 22,23:  Youth Hunt @ Bokes Creek Hunting Preserve 
 Sandusky Rd. Just North of ST RT 347 

 RSVP Required by Oct 16 
 
Pheasants Forever Chapter #285-Logan County, Ohio 

is also hosting a youth hunt on Oct. 29. 
RSVP Required by Oct. 20 

 
For more information on either of the Pheasants Forever 
Chapter hunts contact me and I can send you the proper 

forms to get you signed up. 

What’s In-Season 
Always Refer to the Current Year’s Regulations.  

 

 

Fishing Regulations: 
2016-17 Fishing Regulations 

 
Hunting Regulations: 

2016-17 Hunting and Trapping Regulations 

 
Be sure to read up on the new changes  

associated with the Deer Hunting Seasons.   
A few changes have taken place again this year. 

 
“Hunting With Permission” forms, 

Hunting Regulations, Fishing Regulations,  
and Trapping Instruction Packets 

are available at our office. 

Wetland Dike Problems? 
For anyone experiencing chronic damage from muskrats, 
now is the time to recruit trappers to reduce the explosive 

muskrat population. In Union County, the regulated  
muskrat trapping season is from November 10, 2016 

through February 29, 2017. I have a list of willing  
trappers in my office if you need someone to assist you. 
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 Local milkweed seed collectors wanted! 
 

In the past year or two, there has been a lot of talk  

regarding the decline of monarch butterfly populations.  

Several factors have contributed to this decrease in  

butterfly numbers, from the loss of over-wintering  

habitat in Mexico to the eradication of milkweed plants  

which serve as the sole food source for monarch caterpillars. 

Here in Ohio, we can do our part to ensure that surviving  

migrants have available nectar sources and provide the  

necessary host plants the larval butterflies need to develop. 

 

While the common milkweeds is, as the name  

implies, the most widespread and populous, there  

are lots of other varieties of milkweed that grow  

naturally in Ohio and are utilized by monarch  

butterflies for both nectar and food for caterpillars. 

Some of these other species include small whorled 

milkweed, prairie-dwelling Sullivant’s milkweed, 

and butterfly weed with its brilliant orange blooms.   

 

For assistance in identifying these species check out the “Milkweeds and Monarchs” publication on the  

Ohio Department Of Natural Resources - Division of Wildlife Website at  
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/portals/wildlife/pdfs/publications/id%20guides/Milkweeds&Monarchs.pdf 

 

Local residents can provide assistance to monarch populations by encouraging milkweed growth on their  

property. Another option being proposed is a partnership of various groups, agencies, and universities to collect 

milkweed seed, germinate it, and plant it to maximize the opportunities for butterflies to find it. 

 

The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative is looking for help across the state to gather as much milkweed seed as 

possible. The Ohio State University has offered its facilities to store and germinate any milkweed seeds  

collected and will use the seed to create plugs for planting next spring.  Union Soil and Water Conservation  

District was recently contacted by the Ohio Division of Wildlife and asked to be a partner in this initiative, so 

now I am reaching out to county residents for assistance. We need your help in the 

collection of Common Milkweed and Swamp Milkweed seed pods.  I am asking for 

anyone who has access to milkweeds to collect the seed pods and drop them off to 

me at the Union Soil and Water Conservation District Office at 18000 ST RT 4, 

Marysville, OH. I will arrange to get the seed transferred to OSU. 

 

If you have any questions regarding milkweed identification, thoughts on the  

pollinator initiative, or need directions to our office, do not hesitate to contact  

me by email or phone  I can be reached at 937-642-5871 x 112 or email at 

brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net. 

 

If you have access to a large area of Milkweed, I can arrange for a group of people to 

come out and harvest also. 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/portals/wildlife/pdfs/publications/id%20guides/Milkweeds&Monarchs.pdf


 

 
Want a Presentation? 

Union Soil and Water Conservation District provides presentations to school classes, home school, and 

after school, scout and 4-H groups. With the 2016-2017 school year well underway, we thought this would 

be a good opportunity to show what we have available to offer the youth of Union County! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Enviroscape Models 

 

 

Hazardous Materials: Explore what happens 

when hazardous materials are improperly dis-

charged, disposed, or accidently spilled on the land. 

 

 

Watershed/Nonpoint Source: Covers concepts of 

watersheds, water pollution, and human impacts on 

the environment. 

 

 

Waste Management (Landfill & Recycling):  

Explore how modern landfills compare to old-style 

or illegal dumps, and how they affect groundwater. 

Groundwater Simulator 

 

 

Learn how water flows far beneath our feet and 

how work wells. See what happens when the 

groundwater becomes contaminated! 



 

 

 

 

Streamulator: 

 

 

This model stream demonstrates stream dynamics and 

erosion potential as the students experiment with 

stream bank stabilization, the forces of water, and 

stream velocities. 

 

 

Story Time: 

 

 

The Lorax: A popular  Ear th Day presentation,  

a reading of the Lorax and interactive display board, 

gets the kids involved and learning about taking care 

of the environment. 

Other presentations, Scouts, and 4-H groups: 

 
Don’t see a presentation you were looking for? Don’t worry! Give us a call and we would be more than 

happy to discuss other options and brainstorm together to come up with a presentation or activity to fit 

your needs! We are also open to suggestions if you see a great program somewhere else that you would 

like to see us provide. 

All programs are free of charge.  

Contact Aaron Smith at asmith.uswcd@gmail.com or (937)642-5871 ext. 110. 

mailto:asmith.uswcd@gmail.com


 

 

USDA Conservation Programs for 2017 

Now Available in Ohio  
 

— The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) has announced 2017 Federal conservation EQIP program for Ohio farmers 

and forestland owners. 

Farmers and forestland owners may apply for funding under the Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) at any time throughout the year, but application 

selections for funding are made at specific times.  The 2017 application deadline is 
October 28, 2016. 

EQIP provides financial assistance for conservation management and structures 
(practices) and technical assistance to develop a conservation plan.  The conserva-

tion plan and practices help agricultural producers and forestland owners improve 
the natural resources on their property.  These practices also benefit the public by 

improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and improving soil health, wildlife 
habitat, and conserving energy. Dedicated EQIP funds are available for conservation 

practices targeting Livestock, Cropland, and Forestry.  

Landowners should make an appointment with their local NRCS office as soon as 

possible to begin the conservation planning process.  USDA Service Center locations 
are listed online at http://offices.usda.gov  or in the phone book under Federal Gov-

ernment, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  General program information is available 
on the NRCS Ohio website at www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov. 

Eligible producers who sign up for EQIP may receive a payment based on the 

statewide average cost for installing planned conservation practices.  Socially disad-
vantaged, limited resource, and beginning farmers and ranchers are eligible for a 

higher payment rate.  Veteran farmers who are also new or beginning farmers re-
ceive the higher payment rate. 

Applications for EQIP submitted by entities, such as farmers applying as a corpora-
tion, must register with the Central Contractor Registration (CCR), a process that 

can take up to 3 weeks.  Information about CCR requirements, including obtaining a 
Data Universal Number System (DUNS) number, is posted on the NRCS website at 

www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill. 

http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill


 

 SWCD Equipment for Sale and Rent 
 

The following items are available for sale: 
 

  Marking flags     $10 per 100 flags, available year round 

  Soil Survey Narratives   $15 each or free online, available year round 

  Topographic Quadrangles   $6 each, available year round 

  Pond Warning Signs   $7 each, available year round 

  Soil Survey Aerial Maps   Free 

  Fish Fingerlings    Prices vary, sale held in Fall 

  Tree Seedlings    Prices vary, sale held in April 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The following equipment is available for rent: 
 (subject to schedule and availability) 

 

 John Deere 1590 No-Till Drill (15-foot)  $12/ acre w/ $125 minimum charge 
_______________________________________________________________  

 Tree Puller      $100 per day 
                                                                        $150 per weekend  

                                                                              $300 per week 
      _______________________________________________________________ 

 Straw Blower (tailgate mulcher)   $75 per day  
           - $150 deposit                                      $100 per weekend  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 Tree Planter      $40 per day 
 

All equipment must be scheduled through the Union SWCD office  
at 937-642-5871 during regular business hours. 

Please contact Brent Nickel at ext. 112 to schedule. 

Straw Blower For Rent 
 

The Union Soil and Water Conservation 

District has purchased a Model 20 Tailgate 

Mulcher on a 6’ x 12’ trailer to rent to the 

public.  The Tailgate Mulcher is electric start, 

will blow straw about 40 ft. and can spread an 

average of 120 straw bales per hour.  It will rent 

for $75/ day and $100 for a weekend.  This type 

of blower is typically used for new lawns, new 

seeding establishment and for waterway and 

pond bank grass establishment.  Please contact 

Union SWCD at 937-642-5871 ext. 106 to get 

more information or to schedule. 
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Ditch Maintenance Quarterly Report 
 

    The Drainage Maintenance program has recently completed inspections and a work list for this 

fall has been put together. We should begin performing Maintenance duties towards the end of Oc-

tober and work through the fall and winter months. There are several ditches that are scheduled for 

some type of maintenance and letters will be sent out if any work will be done on your property. 

 

 We recently put on a tour of Jerome Village with board members of the Union Soil and Water Con-

servation District and members of the Union County Engineers Office. The purpose was to see the 

subdivision in person and to discuss the future maintenance of the neighborhoods. 

 

   We are also in the early stages of working on our next petition project, the Clark and Yoder Ditch. 

Work and progress on this project will be worked on throughout the winter months. 

 

    The Mowing and Spraying of all Maintenance ditches and basins have completed this year again 

by BCI. The Northern half of the county was mowed this year while the Southern half was sprayed .  

2016 District FFA Land Judging 

takes place in Union County 
 

 

"Tuesday, September 27 saw teams of students from 

around the region come to Conklin Farms for the  

annual FFA Land Judging competition. The students 

had to evaluate soil pits to determine soil properties, 

limitations, recommended conservation practices, 

and appropriate land uses. Students also had to  

complete a written test. 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of the students and their advisers 

that participated, the Conklin family for hosting, 

Rob Riddle and the Fairbanks FFA leadership, 

Matt Lane of the Ohio Dept. of Agriculture, Steve 

Baker of the Natural Resources Conservation  

Service, Union Soil and Water Conservation  

District employees, and the local Rural King  

for donating buckets and lids." 
 



 

 

Would you like to receive Conservation News by email on a quarterly basis?   
Email brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net to be included on our list. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
October 10, 2016 - Columbus Day HOLIDAY - Office Closed 
 
October 13, 2016 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 7:00 PM 
   Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
November 13, 2016 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 6:00 PM 
   Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
November 11, 2016 - Veterans Day HOLIDAY - Office Closed 
 
November 24, 2016 - Thanksgiving Day HOLIDAY - Office Closed 
 
December 8, 2016 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 6:00 PM 
   Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
December 26, 2016 - Christmas HOLIDAY Observed - Office Closed 
 
January 2, 2017 - New Years Day HOLIDAY Observed - Office Closed 


