
Union County Law Library Resources Board Minutes 

March 25, 2015 

 
 

Attending: Stephen Badenhop, Law Library Chair; Perry Parsons, Law Library Board Trustee; 

Rick Rodger, Law Library Board Trustee; Samantha Kapp, Law Librarian; John Cannizzaro, 

Paris Township Private Legal Representative; Dave Cook, Paris Township Trustee; and Crista 

Miller, Paris Township Trustee. 

 

Chairman Badenhop called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. at the Union County Law Library in 

the basement of the Courthouse. 

 

Chairman Badenhop started with new business due to the fact that there were guests present in 

relation to a certain topic and also given the fact that Perry Parsons could only stay for a brief 

period of time due to a court hearing.  Chairman Badenhop informed the Board members that 

John Cannizzaro, who is the contracted legal representative for Paris Township, had been using a 

Law Library purchased LexisNexis account, until the account was terminated by LexisNexis.  He 

continued saying that upon examination of the Lexis contract Mr. Cannizzaro’s name did not 

appear as an authorized account user.  This probably resulted in the termination, and since Mr. 

Cannizzaro was not listed as a user in the contract, Chairman Badenhop did not feel he was 

authorized to alter the contract and add another person or political entity to the contract without 

Board approval, as the Board always approves the purchase of legal resources. 

 

John Cannizzaro spoke on behalf of himself and Paris Township.  He asked the Board to 

purchase a LexisNexis user account for himself for use at his private office even though there is 

twenty-four hour Lexis access at the Law Library.  He brought to the Board’s attention chapter 

307.51 of the Ohio Revised Code.  This code section states that the Law Library Resources 

Board “shall provide legal research [and] reference…to the…townships…within the county…”.  

In Mr. Cannizzaro’s interpretation of this statute he felt the Board had to provide him with the 

legal resources he requested regardless of the Board’s position on the matter.  He also stated that 

he had had this Lexis account for a number of years. 

 

Perry Parsons stated that he had reservations about this request due to the part-time nature of Mr. 

Cannizzaro in representing Paris Township and the concerns he had about other people in his law 

firm using the Lexis account as private attorneys.  Mr. Badenhop echoed these concerns with an 

e-mail he came into possession of from a partner in John Cannizzaro’s law firm asking John and 

the Lexis representative if the Law Library had gotten them a new Lexis account, shortly after 

the termination had occurred.  Both of them stated that this was an abuse of the Lexis account, as 

it was supposed to be for Paris Township legal research only.  Mr. Cannizzaro stated that 

originally others using the account in his law firm was allowed.  Rick Rodger stated that was no 

longer the case with the creation the Law Library Resources Board in 2009, as a governmental 

entity.  Mr. Badenhop stated that there was a legal opinion issued in 2009 from the Union 

County Prosecuting Attorney and a similar related opinion issued in 2011 from the Ohio 

Attorney General that such legal resource purchases could not be used to benefit a private law 

practice.  He also stated that he had concerns with the State Auditor possibly issuing a finding for 

recovery if such abuse was allowed and who a potential finding would be against. 

 

Mr. Cannizzaro, admitted that in the past the account had been used by others in his law firm 

prior to 2009, and after being pressed on the issue by Mr. Parsons, that it had probably 
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inadvertently continued afterwards.  He stated that this would not be the case moving forward 

and that it would only be used for Paris Township business.  Mr. Badenhop inquired as to 

whether Paris Township had that much legal business that it really warranted the purchase of a 

Lexis account for the township.  Mr. Cannizzaro stated that there was a significant amount of 

legal business that he conducted for the township, especially after the death of the township 

zoning inspector.  Dave Cook, Paris Township Trustee, stated that the Lexis account was 

absolutely necessary for Paris Township’s legal needs.  Mr. Rodger and Mr. Parsons relented on 

the issue and the Board reluctantly assented to the request, as long as the account was used for 

government related research only, which Mr. Cannizzaro agreed to, and stated any other 

LexisNexis related research would be worked out between his firm and LexisNexis directly.  Mr. 

Rodger stated that since the Township Trustees insisted on the need of the account that the 

account be placed in their name. 

 

Mr. Parsons at this time had to leave to return to his court hearing and the Board therefore lacked 

a quorum to continue.  Mr. Badenhop then adjourned the meeting due to the lack of a quorum 

and called another meeting to be held on April 8, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. in Law Library to finish the 

Board’s unresolved agenda items. 


