Wildlife Problems? ...A Plan!

Union Soil and Water Conservation District – 18000 SR 4 - Suite B, Marysville, Ohio 43040

Phone: 1-937-642-5871  Fax: 1-937-642-2825

Please Contact: Brent Nickel, Wildlife Specialist, Union Soil and Water Conservation District    

E-Mail Address: brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net
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Determine What the Wildlife Attractant is!


Just why is wildlife here…and at this time?


Brent Nickel, Wildlife Specialist


Union Soil and Water Conservation District


Wildlife responds to the attractants of Food, Water, Shelter, and Space - in a suitable arrangement. 


Sometimes it's simple. Once the wildlife attractant is determined, remove the attractant, or "build-out" the wildlife species causing the problems.


The opossum that raids the cat’s food dish at night is responding to an attractant-food.  Try feeding the cats during the day, or inside a secured building.


The raccoon that sleeps in the garage rafters during the day enters beneath the same partially opened garage door used by the pet dog.  The raccoon is responding to an attractant known as safe shelter.  Once the raccoon leaves, keep the garage door shut.  Build the dog a house of it’s own.


The rabbits, opossums, and other wildlife beneath the building find it an acceptable place to live.  The building is an attractant.  Make it less attractive by "building-out" the wildlife by fixing the foundation's openings and filling-in any abandoned excavations.


Sometimes it is not so simple!  When property damage is extensive, such as agricultural crops and orchards, other actions must be taken to remove the wildlife from the seemingly endless source of food – an obvious and irresistible attractant for wildlife.  “Fence It, or Share It!”  ?


Tech Sheets from my ODNR Division of Wildlife Damage Manual, offer practical solutions to assist with specific damage caused by unwelcome wildlife – species by species.  Questions? Give me a call!   
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Identify the Wildlife Species Causing the Problem.


The Best Place to Start is at the Beginning


Brent Nickel, Wildlife Specialist


Union Soil and Water Conservation District


As the Wildlife Specialist for the Union Soil and Water Conservation District, my responsibilities include working with the county’s wildlife interests and their appreciation for the presence, or absence, of wildlife…whatever the reasons!


Among landowners, wildlife values are subjective. Wildlife responds to instincts and past experiences - good, or bad – including habituation.


Habituation is the repeated response of wildlife to an action, which makes them less wary and/or more dependent upon the action.  Once wildlife has become “habituated” to a human action, conflict often arises. (E.g. feeding Canada Geese) 


While we have many choices to make, wildlife has essentially three…Adapt, Migrate, or Die! 


It would be useless to eradicate insect eating 


                                                        Continued on page 2.
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Incomplete List of Shooters & Trapping Specialists


If the number is not a working one, please notify me immediately!


Name:		           Phone:		Specialty:


James Barnette�
(937) 644-2261�
Groundhogs & Canada Geese�
�
Bob Baughman�
(937) 348-2214�
Groundhogs, Coyotes�
�
Ron Boggs�
(937) 349-2941            C: (937) 537-8238�
Raccoon, Muskrats, Coyote & Fox    (Serves Southern Union County)�
�
Rick Bright                    & Steve Bump�
(937) 243-4644     (937) 642-4560�
Muskrat Trappers�
�
Pete Browning�
(937)-644-3034�
Muskrats, Coyotes, Fox, & Raccoons�
�
Dan Brown               (Del. Co.)�
(614) 847 6351      (614) 794-0112�
Deer Gun Hunter�
�
Cory Rausch�
(614) 558-3908 �
Trapping in Season�
�
Gerald Hamm�
(740) 466-9525�
Nuisance Wild Animal Removal Serv�
�
John Kaffenbarger�
(937) 642-8226�
Groundhogs - Gun�
�
Donnie Knight  &      Ron Nieman�
(937) 570-1270 (937) 484-1507�
Canada Geese                                    �
�
Dan Lett�
(937) 246-0242�
Deer Bow Hunter�
�
Greg Lind�
(614) 499-4074�
Canada Geese�
�
Mike Mathewson�
(937) 642-5124�
Deer, C. Geese, Groundhogs�
�
John McClain�
(937) 246-3573�
Coyote & Muskrats�
�
Mark Mizikar�
(937) 642-9139�
Deer Bow & Gun�
�
Mike Renn�
(614) 873-4509�
Canada Geese�
�
Don  Rockenbaugh�
(614) 774-4159    (937) 642-0222�
Moles & Other Wildlife Species�
�
Andy Sabula�
(740) 666-2400�
Deer, Canada Geese, Muskrats, Fox, Raccoon�
�
Keith Scheiderer�
(937) 642-2093�
Muskrats – Marysville Area      Beavers – County-Wide�
�
USDA APHIS Wildlife Services (Extreme Situations Only)       Andy J. Montoney           (andrew.j.montoney@aphis.usda.gov)                                            State Director – Ohio , USDA/APHIS/WS @ (614) 861-6087                                                                               6929 Americana Parkway,     Reynoldsburg, Ohio      43068-4116














Try the Following Wildlife Damage Web Site                                                � HYPERLINK "http://wildlifedamage.unl.edu/" �http://wildlifedamage.unl.edu/�


The annual mortality rate within wildlife populations can range from 40%-80%. - don’t dismiss tolerance-for-a-while.


When working wildlife conflicts, “never say never!” 


In working with wildlife…”If it can't happen - it will happen!"                    








Continued from page 1.


Short-tail Shrews when the actual culprits eating vegetation in the garden are meadow voles.


It is just as futile to blame deer for the damages caused by rabbits and vice versa. (Hint: Fence It, or Share It!)  Evicting an opportunistic deer mouse from a cedar-sided home's attic will not solve the problem caused by the primary excavator of the siding's hole - the Woodpecker!


First, to be effective, it is crucial that the wildlife species causing the nuisance, or damage, be positively identified.


Next, determine the wildlife attractant(s).


Finally, once one has all of the Tech Sheets and information, remove the species and/or restrict further access to the attractant(s). 


Nuisance Wildlife Trappers             The following is the current incomplete list of registered nuisance wildlife trappers in Union Co.                             Josh Shields – State Wildlife Officer             ODNR Division of Wildlife-District 1.          (614) 644-3929 - Extension 1213               E-Mail Address:  joshus.shields@dnr.state.oh.us                                                                   


Name�
Telephone          Notfy me if not a working number�
Area�
�
Robert Blue�
(614) 477-9628�
Broadway�
�
Greg Buck�
(937) 644-9607.�
Marysville�
�
Eric Canter�
(614) 873-5135.�
Marysville & PC�
�
Richard Griggs�
(937) 642-0374�
Marysville�
�
John McClain�
(937) 246-3573.�
Union County�
�
Mill Creek Wildlife Control�
(614) 348-8970�
Union County�
�
Don Rockenbaugh�
(614) 774-4159   (937) 642-0222�
Marysville�
�
Tom Ross�
(740) 943-2129.�
Richwood�
�
Dana Roush�
(937) 642-8847. C: 937-594-2221 or 937-597-8845�
Marysville�
�
ALSO, look under “Pests” in the Yellow Pages        Mary Beth Andrascik - Union County Dog Warden:     (937) 645-3016 � HYPERLINK "mailto:mhall@union.oh.us" �mhall@union.oh.us�


























honeybees-only swarm Retrieval – NO Yellow Jackets:


Dennis Lamb – (937) 747-2383 – � HYPERLINK "mailto:dennislamb@centurylink.net" �dennislamb@centurylink.net�


175 Tallman Street, North Lewisburg, Ohio 43060 – No Sundays
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