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Which would you  

rather have  

at Christmas? 

 

It’s Time for the Union SWCD 2014 Annual Tree Sale  

Saturday April 12, 2014 from 9:00-11:00 AM at the Union County  

Agricultural Service Center at 18000 State Route 4 in Marysville. 

We have many beautiful Pine and Spruce seedlings to choose from.  In a few 

years, they will mature to be over 50’ tall!  Certainly a full, fragrant, evergreen 

would be a welcome addition to any home at Christmastime, much more so 

than a tiny spindle of a tree.   

Stop by our sale to see what great options we have in store! 

Our evergreens come in packs of 25 seedlings for $16.  Varieties include     

Norway Spruce, White Spruce, and White Pine.  Not interested in evergreens?  

No problem!  We have hardwoods to suite other tastes in trees.  Hardwood 

seedlings are available in packs of 5 trees for $7.  Our species of hardwoods 

this year include Bur Oak, Swamp White Oak, and River Birch.  These large 

growing trees are great for open areas.  Many can  grow to be at least 50’ tall at 

maturity and will have crown spreads of 30 or more feet!  If you are an urban 

dweller who prefers smaller species, we also have trees to suite your needs.  

Check out our species like Ohio Buckeye, Red Maple, White Flowering       

Dogwood, Allegheny Service Berry, native Pussy Willow and Butterfly Bush.  

For more information about each species as well as a copy of our order form, 

please check out our website at www.co.union.oh.us/SWCD.   

No orders may be placed prior to the sale.  All stock are seedlings only.  Please bring a 

completed form with you on the day of the sale.  Orders will be totaled at time of sale.  

No credit cards will be accepted as form of payment.  Unsold trees will be for sale in 

our office the week following the sale.  All stock is sold on a first come first serve basis. 



 

 Wild About WildlifeWild About Wildlife  
Brent Nickel, Union SWCD Wildlife Specialist. 

brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net 

Winter Wildlife, Habitat, Winter Wildlife, Habitat,   
Interests and ConcernsInterests and Concerns  

Injured—or what appears to be Helpless Wildlife? 
Call or contact the Ohio Wildlife Center – 614-793-WILD (9453) – then follow their every instruction! 

http://www.ohiowildlifecenter.org/index.cfm  

 

Recommendations to PONDer! 
 

Remember this most basic of all pond truths...every living 
thing and every dying thing in every pond is using up  

precious dissolved oxygen 24 hours a day throughout the 
entire year—even winter!  

Should extended snow cover blanket thick ice, safely  
attempt to create “alleys” to allow sunlight to penetrate the 
ice windows. Several swipes with a snow shovel or snow 

blower will help. Yes, plants still photosynthesize in winter. 
 

Winter Kill FactSheet  http://ohioline.osu.edu/a-fact/0008.html 

Follow the Forest! 
The Winter Woodlands… 

Each winter is another great opportunity to manage local 
woodlands.  The absence of leaves allow us to better 
“see” the woodlands’ trees.  The colder temperatures  
allow working in the woods to be more comfortable.   

Thinning trees, called timber stand improvement (TSI), will 
enable the trees that are released from competition to 
grow faster and stronger.  The felled trees can become 

building materials, welcomed fire wood… 
or Cottontail Condo brush piles.   

 
Wildlife Brush Piles…..Cottontail Condos 

Winter is a great time to construct 
heavy-duty brush piles.  No, not small 
piles of limbs.  Begin by placing large  
diameter pieces (Six inch +.), at the 
base. Arrange the base to have four 

compartments by placing logs across the middle of each 
side.  As each row goes up, move the logs “in” one width, 
so that a pyramid shape begins 
to form. At about four feet high, 
place leftover limbs and other 

cuttings on top as a roof.  Add to 
the top of the pile as necessary. 

Share Your Love for the Outdoors - 
Take A Kid Hunting 

 

Small Game Hunting:  
Passport to the next Generation 

 
Squirrel and Rabbit hunting are a staple of basic hunting 
tradition.  A trip to the winter woods with a bag of snacks 

and a thermos of hot cocoa can yield much more than just 
a game bag of fat squirrels or rabbits.  Instilling an interest 
in the outdoors and creating great childhood memories is 

well worth the time spent of maybe not being the most 
quiet or productive hunter.  What you may gain is a  
lifetime hunting partner and advocate of the outdoor  

lifestyle.  The next generation may very well be where the 
hunting tradition lives or dies.  Get out there and share 

your knowledge and passion for the great outdoors and it 
will return the favor with another generation of passionate 
outdoors men and women leading the way in wildlife and 

natural resource conservation.  Take a Kid Hunting 

What’s In-Season 
Always Refer to the Current Year’s Regulations.  

 

See what is currently “In-Season” at this website: 
http://www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife/dow/regulations/seasons.aspx 

 

Fishing Regulations:  
http://www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife/dow/regulations/fishing.aspx 

 

“Hunting With Permission” forms and  
Hunting Regulations and Fishing Regulations 

are available at our office. 

Healthy Wetlands Don’t Bite! 
...Re-Printed for Pond Owners, as well! 

A timely reminder for anyone experiencing chronic  
damage from muskrats.  Now is the time to recruit  

trappers to reduce the potentially explosive muskrat  
population. In Union County, the regulated muskrat  

trapping season is from  
November 10, 2013 through February 28, 2014.  

1 2 

4 3 

Duck, Duck, Goose! 
 

Waterfowl seasons will be ending soon and the nesting 
season is right around the corner.  Now is the time to think 
about next years ducklings by constructing nest structures 

and placing them before the ice melts.   

I have nest plans available in my office. 
 

On another note, if you have had nuisance geese  
problems in the past, you are likely to have them again. 
Efforts to legally discourage Canada geese from nesting 

on properties should begin early.  It takes uncommon  
persistence to keep them from instinctively nesting.   

If, despite one’s very best efforts, one still needs  
assistance, the Ohio Division of Wildlife has an on-line 

website to assist with human-geese conflicts.  
Go to: 

 www.wildohio.com 

 Click onto Wildlife Resources 

 Find Canada Goose Conflicts – then Click. 

http://www.ohiowildlifecenter.org/index.cfm
http://www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife/dow/regulations/seasons.aspx
http://www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife/dow/regulations/fishing.aspx


 

 Up the Crick... 
Using resources today, conserving for tomorrow. 

Kaylee Port, Water Resource Specialist    kaylee.port@oh.nacdnet.net 

Is Soil a Pollutant?  
 

In a word, yes.  Soil, in the form of sediment, is a major pollutant to our rivers, lakes, and streams.  Sediment is defined as   
particles derived from soil or rock that have been, or are being, transported by water or wind.  The erosion of land surfaces and 
stream banks produces sediment.  Sediment pollution is one of the biggest pollutants to surface water in the United States.  
And sediment threatens water supplies and recreation, and also causes harm to plant and fish communities.  In 2006, the 
USDA/NRCS found that almost 27 billion dollars per year were being lost in productivity on crop and pastureland.  An additional 
$17 billion is estimated annually for off-site environmental costs, such as increased water treatment costs due to erosion in the 
U.S. 
 
Reduced transport capacity 
Deposited sediment reduces the transport capacity of roadside ditches, streams, rivers, and navigation channels.  Decreased 
capacity leads to increased flooding as sediment takes up space in these channels that once was occupied by water.  Sediment 
can also reduce the storage capabilities of reservoirs and lakes. 
 
Turbidity affects aquatic life 
Sediment affects the use of water in many ways.  Suspended soils can reduce or limit the sunlight penetrating the water, which 
is required by aquatic plants and animals.  Turbidity (or how cloudy the water is) interferes with the feeding habits of fish; it can 
also lead to decreased populations of fish, macroinvertebrate and plants.  As a result, this sediment pollution leads to a        
decreased overall productivity of rivers, lakes, and streams. 
 
Chemical carrying ability 
Chemicals such as some pesticides, phosphorus, and ammonium are transported with sediment in an absorbed state, and 
chemical sediment forms as minerals crystallize and settle from water that contains a lot of dissolved particles.  In a particular 
situation, such as decreased dissolved oxygen in the water or the development of anaerobic conditions in the bottom sediment, 
these chemical particles can be released from the sediment.  Phosphorus is one of the strongly absorbed chemicals which 
have a high K value that tends to cling and absorb mostly into soil.  This absorbed phosphorus transported by the sediment 
may not be immediately available for aquatic plant growth but does serve as a long-term contributor to eutrophication (the    
process by which a body of water becomes enriched in dissolved nutrients (as phosphates) that stimulate the growth of aquatic 
plant life usually resulting in the depletion of dissolved oxygen). 
 
Sediment is added to watercourses in many ways 
There are various ways that sediment can enter rivers, lakes, streams, and oceans.  These factors include, but are not limited 
to rainfall amounts, soil erodibility, slope, cropping, and support of conservation practices.  One of the factors, rainfall, is hard to 
control as it is nature.  However, all other factors are controllable.  Improper agriculture practices are a main source of soil    
erosion.  Farming on steep slopes, heavy tillage, and lack of conservation practices are reasons why there is a great deal of soil 
erosion.  Soil erodibility and cropping are related in the fact that they both can be controlled by how the farmer manages his/her 
land.  Soil erodibility will decrease as organic matter increases and cropping is related to tillage and residue management.  
So if the farmer doesn’t increase organic content on his land then you can expect more soil loss.  Depending on which tillage 
practice is used can also affect crop residue and soil loss. 
 
Types of tillage and other best management practice to reduce soil erosion into rivers lakes and streams 
There are three main types of tillage:  conservation tillage, reduce tillage, and conventional tillage.  Conservation tillage is the 
best because it leaves more (at least 30%) plant residue in the soil, thus contributing to more organic content left behind.  The 
worst type of tillage to help control soil loss is conventional tillage, which leaves very little residue behind( less than 15%).  Re-
duce tillage falls in between leaving 15-30% residue on the ground.  This is usually achieved by using a chisel plow, field culti-
vator or other similar equipment.  The importance of organic material in the form of plant residue is that is reduces soils erosion 
by blanketing the field to help limit sheet and rill erosion. 
Other best management practices, or BMPs, include filter strips, grassed waterways, and riparian buffers.  Filter strips are 
simply an area of vegetation for removing sediment, organic matter, and other pollutants from runoff water.  Grassed waterways 
are vegetated strips placed in areas of high water flow and are used to convey runoff water without causing erosion to sur-
rounding soil.  Riparian buffers are areas of trees an/or shrubs and grasses located adjacent to and up gradient from streams or 
other water bodies to reduce excess amounts of sediment.  For more information on any of these practices, please contact our 
office at (937) 642-5871 Option 3. 



 

 

Straw Blower For Rent 
 

The Union Soil and Water Conservation 

District has purchased a Model 20 Tailgate 

Mulcher on a 6’ x 12’ trailer to rent to the 

public.  The Tailgate Mulcher is electric start, 

will blow straw about 40 ft. and can spread an 

average of 120 straw bales per hour.  It will rent 

for $75/ day and $100 for a weekend.  This type 

of blower is typically used for new lawns, new 

seeding establishment and for waterway and 

pond bank grass establishment.  Please contact 

Union SWCD at 937-642-5871 ext. 106 to get 

more information or to schedule. 

 

 

No-Till Drill For Rent 
 

 

Straw Blower for Rent 

The Union Soil and Water Conservation District  

has a Model 20 Tailgate Mulcher on a 6’x12’ trailer to rent to the public.  

The Tailgate Mulcher is electric start, will blow straw about 40 ft.  

and can spread up to 100 bales per hour.   

It will rent for $75 per day and $100 for a weekend.   

This type of blower is typically used for new seeding establishment,  

and for waterway and pond bank grass establishment.   

 
Please contact Union SWCD at 937-642-5871 x3 for more  

information or to schedule. 

The Union SWCD has a John Deere 1590 no-till drill  

for rent.  The drill is 15 foot with 7.5 inch row spacing  

and is equipped with markers and a grass seed box.   

A 100 horse-power tractor with 2 hydraulic outlets is  

needed to pull the drill.  The drill rents for $10.00 per acre 

and  there is a $75 minimum charge. 

 
If  you are interested in using the drill,  

call 937-642-5871 x3 or stop in our office to sign-up.     

Rental Equipment 

 
Tree Puller For Rent  

 
Union SWCD recently purchased a tree puller for use by    
Union County residents.  This tree puller can effectively      

remove tree, trunk, and root ball in one quick motion, leaving  
less damage to the ground. 

 
The tree puller mounts on a skidloader with a quick attach 

plate or, we have adapters to use a global loader mount or, a 
tractor’s three point hitch. 

 
 Manage your filter strips, CRP, ditch banks, or anywhere that 

unwanted trees or saplings are growing. 
 

The puller rents for $100.00 per day and $150 for a weekend 
rental.  Any adapters that you may need are included in this 

price. 
 

Please call 937-642-5871 ext. 3 for additional information. 

  

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYDdjOBPwyEAVLWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3DJohn%2BDeere%2B1590%2Bno-till%2Bdrill%26vm%3Dr%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701%26fr2%3Dp


 

 

Economics of Disease Control 
 

Featured Speaker will be: 

Dr. Pierce Paul, OSU Extension Specialist 

 

Tuesday, January 14, 2014 7:30 a.m. 

Weed Management 
 

Featured Speaker will be: 

Harold Watters CPAg/CCA, OSU Extension Field 
Specialist 

 

Tuesday, January 28, 2014 7:30 a.m. 

Conservation Tillage Breakfasts and Other Notes 

Grain Marketing 
 

Featured Speaker will be: 

Dr. Matt Roberts, OSU Extension Economist 

 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 7:30 a.m. 

 

All Breakfasts will be hosted at the Plaza Inn, Mt. Victory 

 

Breakfast sponsored by:  

Ag Credit Kenton, Liberty National Bank, Quest Federal Credit Union, Farm Credit Service LandTech Co., Hardin and Logan County Farm 
Bureau, Indian Lake Watershed Project, Heritage Cooperative, Powell Seeds Buckeye Hybrids, Community First Bank, Wingfield Crop   
Insurance, Silver Creek Supply ,Crop Production Services, Trupointe, Kale Marketing, Parrott Implement,  Home Savings and Loan,     

Central Ohio Farmers Cooperative, The Richwood Banking Company, Ohigro and Seed Consultants 

For more information, contact:    Union SWCD at (937) 642-5871 Option 3  

 

Ag Law and CDL Requirements for Ag 
 

Featured Speaker will be: 

Robert Moore, Wright Law Firm and Sheriff Keith 
Everhart 

 

Tuesday, February 25, 2014 7:30 a.m. 
 

Union SWCD Seeks 2014 Affiliate Members 

Union SWCD would like to thank our 2013 Affiliate Members:  Cook Real Estate (gold), MJS Oil (gold), 
Parrott Implement (gold), Dean Cook Nationwide Insurance (silver) and Ohigro, Inc. (silver). 

 

The Union SWCD is presently seeking Affiliate Members for 2014.   
Affiliate members are businesses or individuals that assist and support the SWCD by making  
contributions which go towards soil and water conservation/natural resource education efforts.   
Such efforts include displays, pond clinics, tours, camp scholarships, and school presentations.   

All affiliate members will be listed in the Union SWCD Annual Report,  
Annual Meeting Program, Quarterly Newsletters and on the SWCD website. 

  
This year the following affiliate memberships are available:  

Diamond Membership -$500 or more;  
Platinum Membership – $250-$499;  

Gold Membership - $100-$249; 
 Silver Membership – $50-$99. 

 For more information, please contact the Union SWCD at 937/642-5871 x113,  
or by visiting the office located at 18000 SR 4, Suite B, Marysville, Ohio. 



 

 

The Union Soil and Water Conservation District and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibit 
discrimination in their programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political 

beliefs and marital or familial status. 

Upcoming Events 
 

January 9, 2014 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 6:00 PM 
   Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
January 20, 2014 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Holiday - Office Closed 
 
February 1, 2014 - Envirothon commitments due to Union SWCD 
   Interested schools, please call our office with team information 
 
February 13, 4013 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 6:00 PM 
   Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
February 17, 2014 - Presidents’ Day Holiday - Office Closed 
 
March 13, 2014 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 7:00 PM 
   Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 

Would you like to receive Conservation News by email on a quarterly basis?   
Email kaylee.port@oh.nacdnet.net to be included on our list. 

Union Soil & Water Conservation District 
18000 State Route 4 North, Suite B 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 
(937) 642-5871 option 3 
(937) 642 2825 fax 
Www.co.union.oh.us/SWCD 
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