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FACTS PARENTS “NEED TO KNOW” 
 

How much do you really know about cell phones and what your teens are doing?  As an adult how 

much do you really know about cell phones and the technology used today?  74% of parents say 

they are over-whelmed by technology.  If you do not understand the technology, are you truly 

watching what your teens are doing?  80% of teens say they have no rules from their parents about 

appropriate use of the internet.  Teens spend an average of 6 hours online per day, and 71% of the 

teens feel they can hide their online activity from their parents.  “This is the conntected generation”  

says Sheriff Patton. Where ever you go you can look around and see teens and even younger kids 

on their cell phones. Teens feel they have to be connected to social media.  95% of teens have at 

least one social media account and some have several accounts.  

 

 The problem with social media is children can talk to and meet people outside their parent’s sphere 

of influence and direction.  Children and adults can communicate anonymously without any 

accountabilty, removing the natural inhibition or fear of getting caught. “You need to check your 

child’s phone, and look at the apps they are using” say Sheriff Patton.  If you do not know what 

an app or icon is used for, look it up, research it. 

 

54% of teens report sending nude or sexually suggestive images and 61% of teens were not aware 

sending nude pictures could be considered child pornography. 71% know other teens who 

experienced negative consequences, but most alarming is the fact that only 2% of teens told a 

parent or teacher about a text they received. “We started a sexting program at North Union Middle 

School and Fairbanks Middle School this past school year” say Sheriff Patton. The program 

teaches the kids not just the fact it is a crime to send nude photos but also the dangers of social 

media.   

 

As parents you have the power and right to know what your kids are doing on their phones and 

with their social media accounts.  You can also take additional steps to help keep your children 

safe by using Parental Controls.  Turn on filters to block inapproprate internet content, block app 

purchases and downloads. There are many other ways to keep your children safe and know what 

they are doing.  If you don’t think parental controls are important here is a fact you should know, 

92% of boys  and 62% of girls viewed online pornography before the age of 18.  

 

Know all of your child’s usernames and passwords, log into your their account, physically check 

contents of the device in front of your child.  Install parental controls and notification apps.  Studies 

show teens who charge their phones in their room sleep less, because of games and alerts always 

making the phone go off or the screen light up.  Have your children shut the phone off and charge 

it in a different room so they don’t even have to worry about it.  
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If you have any question on how to make your kids safer when it comes to cell phones and social 

media or you have parent groups or social groups you would like our staff to speak with, please 

contact Deputy Rich Crabtree at 937-645-4100, extension 4310 or by email 

rcrabtree@co.union.oh.us. 
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