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                         Prom Season Fast Approaching  
 
Longer days and flowers blooming  indicates Spring is in the air. This is the time of year  high 
school students get excited, that’s right, it’s prom time. Although it is a time for celebration, it’s 
also the most dangerous time for teens when it comes to traffic fatalities. The days between Prom 
and Graduation are the most dangerous  for teen drivers. According to the Insurance for Highway 
Safety (IIHS), the months from April thru July see some of the highest teenage traffic fatalities of 
the entire year. According to Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), car crashes are the leading 
cause of death for teens, and about a quarter involve an underage drunk driver. “ This is the time 
to talk to your kids, about  drinking and driving as well as distracted driving,” says Sheriff Patton.  
 
Here are some tips to help keep your kids stay safe. 
 

1. Don’t drive 
Get a group together and rent a limo, according to AAA, researchers have found that fatal 
crash rates for 16 to 19 year olds increase fivefold when two or more teen passengers are 
present versus when teens drive alone. 
 

2. Buckle your Seatbelt 
According to the National Occpant Protection Use Survey, the use of seatbelts saved an 
estimated 12,546 lives.  
 

3. Don’t speed 
When it comes to teen driver’s more then half of motor vehicle accidents were due to 
speeding, as well as other distractions. 

 
4. Don’t drink and drive 

Over 10,000 people are killed and 400,000 injured in crashes due to drunk driving.  
 

5. Don’t text and drive 
Texting and driving is becoming the number one (1) killer among teens, put your phone 
down while in the car. Send a text before you pull out of the parking lot; not when you get 
on the road to where you are going.  
 
“During the next few months, the Sheriff’s Office will be taking their driving simulator to 
local high schools,” says Sheriff Patton. The driving simulator has softwear that allows 
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students to operate the smiulator while trying to text. The simulator also has impaired 
driving. The students will get to see just how hard it is to drive impaired  and the trouble 
they will face when they’re caught. “There is more than just driving to the prom that creates 
dangerous situations for our kids,” says Sheriff Patton.  
 
Involved parenting is the best prevention.  The following are some tips for parents to talk 
to their kids about. 
 
Discussion Tips to have with your child: 
 
1. Discuss the consequences of underage drinking and driving. 
2. Discuss guidelines and curfew. 
3. Know who is driving to the prom and who else will be in the vehicle, limit the number 

of passengers to increase safety and reduce driver distractions. 
4. Know the location of post prom parties and who is hosting the party. 
5. Make sure if plans change that your child calls and discusses the change in plans. 
6. Remind your child that you are there for them, if they need a ride home or to an after 

party or if they get in a bad situation.  
 
If you have any question about safety tips for your child during the prom and graduation 
season please call the Union County Sheriff’s Office.  


