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Would you like to receive Conservation News by email on a quarterly basis?   

Email aaron.smith@oh.nacdnet.net to be included on our list. 

Union SWCD to hold  

73rd Annual Meeting  

The Union Soil and Water Conservation District will hold its 73rd Annual 
Meeting on Wednesday, August 8th, at the Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 
South Jefferson Avenue in Plain City.  
 
There are a variety of things planned for the evening. The term for USWCD 
Supervisor Matt Staley ends on December 31, 2018 and an election will be 
held prior to the meal from  5:30-6:45pm. Matt Staley is the lone candidate on 
the ballot.  
 
A buffet meal will begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by the annual meeting at 7:30 
p.m. to feature Supervisor Bill Conklin speaking about his experiences in the 
Peruvian Amazon. Tickets will be $20.00 per adult, and $10.00 for children 
between the ages of 4-12. For more information or to purchase tickets, please 
contact the Union SWCD office at 937/642-5871 x2221.  

Sunset over the Peruvian Amazon - Bill Conklin 
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 Gravatt Retires From Union SWCD 
 

Terri Gravatt officially retired from the Union Soil and 
Water Conservation District on June 1, 2018 after 
completing 37.5 years with Union SWCD.  She joined 
the Union SWCD staff in March of 1981, after serving 
2.5 years at the Union County Title Department.  
Gravatt served as SWCD office secretary until 1998 
when she was named district administrator by the 
Union SWCD Board of Supervisors. 

 
Some of the biggest changes that have occurred 
during her career have been the expansion of 
programs offered by the Union SWCD.  While 
agriculture was the primary area in which program 
assistance was offered in 1981, assistance is now 
provided not only with agriculture, but also with urban, 
wildlife and drainage maintenance needs. 

 
Terri counts herself fortunate to have worked with so many dedicated and conservation minded 

board members, staff, individuals and partners throughout the years.  Her retirement plans include 

taking advantage of more volunteer opportunities, spending more time with family and friends, 

traveling, going to tractor pulls and being outdoors on the family farm and away from a desk! 

Terri, receiving an award for her service, early in her career. 



 

 
 

 
The Union Soil and Water Conservation District is now taking orders for fish fingerlings.   

This is an opportunity for Union County pond owners to stock their ponds  
at a reasonable price without traveling out of the county. 

 
The fingerlings will be delivered on Thursday, October 4, 2018, and may be picked  

up at 9:30 a.m. in the Union SWCD parking lot located at 18000 State Route 4, Marysville.  
The last day which orders will be accepted will be October 2.   

Payment must accompany orders. 
 

Persons placing fish orders will be sent a reminder on the time and place of delivery.   
When the fish are delivered, they will need to be placed in a clean container filled with fresh pond water.  A 5-10 gallon trash 

can with a plastic liner would be adequate for 100 fingerlings.  The white amur must be placed in something with a plastic liner.  
Stocking rates vary according to pond size.   

Guidelines for a one-acre pond are:  
100 largemouth bass, 500 bluegill, 100 channel catfish, and 5-10 white amur.   

We would recommend that the crappie and perch be stocked in two-acre or larger ponds only. 
 

Please fill out the order blank listed below and send with payment to: 
Union SWCD, 18000 State Route 4, Suite B, Marysville, Ohio, 43040.   

If you have questions, call our office at 937/642-5871, Option 3 on the automated menu. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Item          Size Range Benefit   Price Quantity       Subtotal 
             (inches)                (per fish) 
 

Largemouth Bass 2 to 4  Recreational/ Predator  $0.85   _______ __________ 

Bluegill  2 to 4  Recreational Fishing  $0.80   _______ __________ 

Channel Catfish 4 to 5  Recreation/Bottom Feeder $0.75   _______ __________ 

Hybrid Bluegill  2 to 4  Recreational Fishing  $0.80   _______ __________ 

Shell Cracker  2 to 4  Eats snails from pond  $0.80   _______ __________ 

Black Crappie  2 to 4  Recreational/ Predator  $0.80   _______ __________ 

Yellow Perch  2 to 3  Recreational Fishing  $0.80   _______ __________ 

Fat Head Minnows 1 to 3  Recreational Fishing      $6.00/ 100   _______ __________ 

White Amur  8 to 10  Aquatic Weed Control            $13.00   _______ __________ 

Totals   $_____________ 
 
 
Note: Fish are guaranteed to be delivered in good condition; however, we cannot guarantee survival after being 
         placed in your pond.  A reasonable mortality rate can be expected and may well result. (>20% Mortality – 
         ODNR Division of Wildlife). 
 
Name: ____________________________________Phone:____________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone: ______________________________________E-Mail: ______________________________________ 

37TH ANNUAL FISH FINGERLING SALE 



 

 
Wild About Wildlife 

Brent Nickel, Union SWCD Wildlife Specialist. 
brent.nickel@oh.nacdnet.net 

Summer Wildlife and Habitat Interests 

Injured—or what appears to be Helpless Wildlife? 
Call or contact the Ohio Wildlife Center – 614-793-WILD (9453) – then follow their every instruction! 

http://www.ohiowildlifecenter.org 
“Humans are often wildlife’s last hope for survival – not necessarily their best hope.” 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO PONDER! 

Except for fishless ponds and those pond owners  
capable of executing precision applications, the window of  

opportunity to treat aquatic vegetation with prescribed herbicides 
has closed for another year!   

It becomes just too risky to treat warm pond water which is  
supporting robust plant growth.   

Summer applications may result in fish kills. 
 

If you are still looking to control algae and floating weeds, it’s 
time to get your rake out and manually remove the offending 

aquatic culprits. 

TALLGRASS TRUTHS - REVEALED! 
 

Native Warm Season Grasses in Summer... 
 

Right now, Native Warm Season Grasses are thriving and  
maximizing their growth.  One can almost hear them growing.  
For USDA grassland practice contracts, the annual Ground 

Nesting & Brood-rearing Season began on March 1st and runs 
through July 15th.  All mowing is prohibited during this period of 

nesting, egg-laying, brooding, nestling development, and  
fledging of grassland birds. August is a great time to mow any 

Cool Season Grass Fire Breaks that may be associated with 
the Tallgrass contracts.  These borders need to be mowed  
annually-even if a prescribed burn is not planned. It is the  

unintentional wild fire that annual border mowing will help deter. 
Check with the Farm Service Agency and/ or the Natural  

Resource Conservation Service office before mowing to be sure 
that your contract allows annual maintenance mowing. 

DON’T FORGET YOUR BEST FRIEND 

Designated dog training areas are located on portions of 
the Berlin, Caesar Creek, Delaware, Fallsville,  

Indian Creek, Killdeer Plains, Lake La Su An, Oxbow, 
Resthaven, Rush Run, Spencer, Tri-Valley  

and East Fork wildlife areas.  

Dogs may not be trained or exercised on state public 
hunting areas from May 1 through August 31, except on 

these designated dog training areas.  

TICKS IN OHIO 

Tick season is here and you should  
take the time to learn about Ohio’s tick species and how 
to protect yourself.  American Dog Ticks, Blacklegged 

ticks and Lone star Ticks can all pose a threat to  
outdoorsmen and women. 

 
Read More About Ohio’s Ticks Here: 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/ticks-in-ohio 

SHARE YOUR LOVE FOR THE OUTDOORS - 
TAKE A KID HUNTING 

Hunting season is just around the corner and there’s no 
time like the present to get a kid involved in the outdoor 

sports.  Now’s the time to start thinking about getting into 
that Hunter’s Education Class.   

The Division of Wildlife offers three types of certification 
courses; instructor-led training, home study courses, and 

proficiency testing for those 18 and older.   
Best of all; It’s FREE! 

For more information about when and where these  
classes are available, see the web page below: 

 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/education-and-outdoor-

discovery/hunter-and-trapper-education 

What’s In-Season 
 

See what is currently “In-Season” at this website: 
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/huntingandtrappingregulations 

Fishing Regulations:  
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/fishingregulations 

 
“Hunting With Permission” forms and  

Hunting Regulations and Fishing Regulations 
are available at our office. 

 
Hunting and Fishing Licenses are now available for  

2017-2018 Seasons 

NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY 
 

Come join us for FREE Kids outdoor activities on  
Saturday Sept. 22 from 9 - Noon  

at the Heart of Ohio Fishing Club. 
Usual activities include an archery range, trap shooting,  
“Passport to Fishing” Instruction, BB Gun Range, Sling 
Shot Range, Trapping Displays, and Leather Working. 

REFRESHMENTS will be provided. 
Share the Great Outdoors with a young person  

and reap the benefits for years to come. 

YOUTH HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES 

Union County Pheasants Forever Chapter #535 will hold 
an outdoor skills day on Oct. 6, 2018 at 1 Ross Lane  

Richwood, OH and follow up with it’s annual youth hunt on 
Oct. 20-21, 2018.   

For more information, please see their Facebook page  
“Pheasants Forever Chapter #535 - Union County, Ohio 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/huntingandtrappingregulations
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/fishingregulations
https://www.facebook.com/Pheasants-Forever-Chapter-535-Union-County-Ohio-170989299656108/


 

 

Refreshments  

Will Be Provided! 

Pond Clinic 2018 
 
 
 

Union County Agricultural Center 
Conservation Meeting Room 

18000 State Route 4, Marysville 

Wednesday Eve, Sept. 26th. 6:30 - 9:00 PM 

Questions? 
 

Please contact: 
 

Union SWCD 
1-937-642-5871 

Ext. 2220  
 
 

WELCOME TO THE EVENING’S PROGRAM—BRENT NICKEL, MODERATOR 
 

REGISTRATION     6:15—6:30 PM 
 

FISH FARMING/ AQUACULTURE— 
OPEN DISCUSSION/ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  6:30—7:15 PM 
 BARRY MOFFETT  - OWNER 
  SPRINGDALE FARM SUPPLY AND BARRY’S PERCH N MORE 
  
DRY HYDRANTS AND YOUR POND   7:15—7:45 PM 

 JEREMY KELLER -  
 Rural Operations Coordinator 

 Bellefontaine Fire & EMS 

 

 
BREAK      7:45—8:00 PM 

 
POND CONSTRUCTION BASICS    8:00—8:30 PM 
 BRENT NICKEL, UNION SWCD 

 DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR/ WILDLIFE SPECIALIST 
   

       Q & A DISCUSSION ...SUMMARY & CLOSING  8:30—9:00PM   
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE UNION SWCD ANNUAL FISH SALE  
WILL BE HELD OCTOBER 4, 2018 AT THE UNION SWCD PARKING LOT. 

ORDER DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 28, 2018 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
Understanding Watersheds 

 
I have been doing some updating to the website, and with that, there will be new information about 
watershed management, and how Union SWCD plays a role in that. This article is Part 1 of a series 
that will introduce you to what a watershed is. Future articles will explore other topics, including what 
specific watersheds YOU live in. 

What is a watershed? 

A watershed is the land that the water flows across or under on its way to a stream, river, or lake. 

How do watersheds work? 

The landscape is made up of many interconnected basins, or watersheds. Within each watershed, 
all water runs to the lowest point - a stream, river, or lake. On its way, water travels over the surface 
and across the farm fields, forest land, suburban lawns, and city streets, or it seeps into the soil and 
travels as ground water. Large watersheds like the ones for the Mississippi River, Columbia River, 
and Chesapeake Bay are made up of many smaller watersheds across several states. 

Are all watersheds the same? 

Not at all. Watersheds come in many different shapes and sizes and have many different features. 
Watersheds can have hills and mountains or be nearly flat. They can have farmland, rangeland, 
small towns, and big cities. Parts of your watershed may be so rough, rocky, or marshy that they're 
suited only for certain trees, plants, and wildlife. 

Do I live in a watershed? 

Everyone lives in a watershed. You and everyone in your watershed are part of a watershed 
community. The animals, birds, and fish are, too. You influence what happens in your watershed, 
good or bad, by how you treat the natural resources - the soil, water, air, plants, and animals. What 
happens in your small watershed also affects the larger watershed downstream. 

 

Up the Crick... 
Using resources today, conserving for tomorrow. 

Aaron Smith, Urban Technician  -  aaron.smith@oh.nacdnet.net 



 

 SWCD Equipment for Sale and Rent 
 

The following items are available for sale: 
 

  Marking flags     $10 per 100 flags, available year round 

  Soil Survey Narratives   $15 each or free online, available year round 

  Topographic Quadrangles   $6 each, available year round 

  Soil Survey Aerial Maps   Free 

  Fish Fingerlings    Prices vary, sale held in Fall 

  Tree Seedlings    Prices vary, sale held in April 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The following equipment is available for rent: 
 (subject to schedule and availability) 

 

 John Deere 1590 No-Till Drill (15-foot)  $12/ acre w/ $125 minimum charge 
_______________________________________________________________  

 Tree Puller      $100 per day 
                                                                        $150 per weekend  

                                                                              $300 per week 
      _______________________________________________________________ 

 Straw Blower (tailgate mulcher)   $75 per day  
           - $150 deposit                                      $100 per weekend  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 Tree Planter      $40 per day 
 

All equipment must be scheduled through the Union SWCD office  
at 937-642-5871 during regular business hours. 

Please contact Brent Nickel at ext. 2220 to schedule. 

Straw Blower For Rent 
 

The Union Soil and Water Conservation 

District has purchased a Model 20 Tailgate 

Mulcher on a 6’ x 12’ trailer to rent to the 

public.  The Tailgate Mulcher is electric start, 

will blow straw about 40 ft. and can spread an 

average of 120 straw bales per hour.  It will rent 

for $75/ day and $100 for a weekend.  This type 

of blower is typically used for new lawns, new 

seeding establishment and for waterway and 

pond bank grass establishment.  Please contact 

Union SWCD at 937-642-5871 ext. 106 to get 

more information or to schedule. 
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 DRAINAGE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 

QUARTERLY REPORT 

 
 

 
 

Brent Nickel is adding District Administrator to his  

Wildlife Specialist title for the Union County Soil and  

Water Conservation District.  He has been with the district 

in several different positions since 2000.  He is a 1992 

Graduate of North Union High School and a 1997 graduate 

of Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania where he 

studied Recreational Resource Management.  Brent is a 

lifetime enthusiast of the outdoors, where he enjoys  

hunting, fishing, trapping, and sharing his enthusiasm for 

nature.  He is a certified instructor for Hunter Education 

and Passport to Fishing and is actively involved with the 

Union County Chapter of Pheasants Forever.  Brent is  

married to wife Tomica, and they have a daughter Carlie.  

They reside in Huntsville, OH in Logan County.  Please 

congratulate Brent on his new role with Union SWCD. 

Nickel steps up to Administrator 

Duties with Union SWCD 

Jeremy Burrey, Drainage Maintenance Supervisor 

jeremy.burrey@oh.nacdnet.net 

  

 Drainage Maintenance Projects will continue through this Summer and in to the Fall 

season. Crews have been performing various maintenance activities on the county maintained 

ditches. Drainage maintenance crews have been working on leveling spoils from channel dip outs 

and all those ditches have been leveled and seeded.  

    

 The County Ditches and Subdivisions will continue to be mowed and sprayed on 

alternating years. This year the northern ditches will be getting mowed to help maintain the 15 ft. 

buffer strip and for weed and Brush control.  The southern ditches will be sprayed by a Contractor 

to help maintain the 15 ft. buffer strip and control weeds and brush. 

 

 Some of you may have received another tax bill, with an attached letter from the Union 

County Auditor, Andrea Weaver.  If you received this letter and have any questions please contact 

our office with any questions you may have. 

 

 The Clark and Yoder Petition project was approved by the Union County Commissioners 

and we will be collecting bids from contractors in the coming months. Final details are still being 

discussed on when construction will begin. 



 

 Welcome to Charlie Allen, 

Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist! 

 
 

 
 

 

 Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologists are specialized consultants in 

conservation programs and habitat planning. The purpose of Farm bill Biologists is 

to assist landowners in designing, developing, and funding habitat improvements on 

private lands.  Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologists possess the knowledge of 

federal, state, and local programs to assist landowners in finding the right program to 

meet their personal habitat and land use goals. Through a unique partnership, Farm 

Bill Biologists are located in local USDA service centers in priority habitat areas 

throughout the pheasant range. 

 Charlie Allen recently joined the Pheasants Forever team as a Farm Bill 

Wildlife Biologist. He will be working out of the USDA service centers in 

Champaign, Clark, Logan, Madison, and Union Counties. He graduated from 

Denison University in 2014 with a B.A. in Environmental Science and has gained 

experience for the past four years working with two of Pheasants Forever’s many 

partners, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service. He is looking forward to becoming a teammate with all of Pheasant 

Forever’s partners and creating strong 

relationships with landowners and 

conservationists.  

 In his free time, he enjoys floating 

down a river in a canoe with a fishing pole, 

going on bike rides, and hikes through the 

woods. If he isn’t off exploring nature, you 

can probably find him on the soccer pitch, 

either on the sideline coaching or in the mess 

running around in circles. 

 

You can reach Charlie by phone at: 

(614)707-3791  

Or by email at: 

callen@pheasantsforever.org  



 

 

Would you like to receive Conservation News by email on a quarterly basis?   
Email aaron.smith@oh.nacdnet.net to be included on our list. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
August 8, 2018 - Union SWCD Annual Mtg. - 5:30pm voting opens, 6:30pm dinner & meeting begin 
   Der Dutchman Restaurant, Plain City, OH 
 
August 9, 2018 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 7:00 PM - Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
September 3, 2018 - Labor Day HOLIDAY—Office Closed 
 
September 13, 2018 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 7:00 PM - Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
September 22, 2018 -  National Hunting and Fishing Day 9am-Noon 
   Heart of Ohio Fishing Club on NW Pkwy 
 
September 26, 2018 - Pond Clinic - 6:30 PM - Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
October 4, 2018 - Union SWCD Annual Fish Sale Pickup 9:30 AM - Ag Center Parking Lot 
 
October 6, 2018 - Union County Pheasants Forever Outdoor Skills Day - 9am-Afternoon 
   1 Ross Lane, Richwood, OH 
 
October 11, 2018 - Union SWCD Board Meeting - 7:00 PM - Ag Center - Conservation Mtg. Room 
 
October 20-21, 2018 - Pheasants Forever Chapter #535 Union County, OH - Youth Hunt  


