
RESOLUTION NO. 2004- 20 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE EXISTENCE OF AN EMERGENCY AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE STATUTORY COMPETITIVE BIDDING REQUIREMENTS 

Recitals: 

1. The City of Othello is a code city operating under the authority of RCW 35A. 

2. The City, under RCW 35A.11.020 has: 

Li . 
 . . Any authority ever given to any class of municipality or to all 

municipalities of this state. . . " 

3. The City has the authority to commence a public work without complying with the 
statutory bid requirements in an emergency situation under the authority given by 
RCW 35.22.620(6) and other Washington law. 

4. Currently, developer required improvements are being made to the portion of 
Columbia Street between South lst Avenue and the East side of Sylvan Drive 
(herein Columbia Street). Underlying this portion of Columbia Street is a City 
water main, which provides potable water to citizen so of the city. The preliminary 
street improvement work done so far on Columbia Street has exposed a serious 
defect in that water main. The water main consists of asbestos concrete pipe. Such 
pipe has not been used for years as drinking water pipe because of the health 
concerns related to the asbestos. The asbestos becomes a health concern if the pipe 
becomes fractured or the asbestos portion becomes exposed to the drinking water. 
The water main in question was not properly installed at some time in the past, and 
as a result, the current surface work is causing the water main to fracture, move, 
separate and fail. This creates two emergencies for the city. 

First, there is a potential health emergency if prolonged drinking water exposure to 
the exposed asbestos was to occur in a crack or break in the water line which did 
not result in a leak. While that potential may be small, it is a health concern related 
to the potable drinking water of the city. Second, the water main will continue to 
crack, break, and separate by the street improvements to Columbia Street. If the 
street improvements continue, the value of those street improvements will be lost 
to the City because the water line will need to be replaced as soon as possible, to 
avoid the potential health risk and to avoid ongoing damage to the street bed, 
requiring damaging the newly installed street improvements. The developer is 
currently installing his required street improvements to Columbia Street. Any 
delay in replacing the asbestos concrete water line will cause the developer street 
improvements to be completed before the City can replace that line. To avoid 

Resolution No. 2004- 20 



nnie L. Sanders, Mayor J 

• 
By: 

losing the value of the developer installed street improvements and to remove any 
possible health concerns to the City's drinking water supply, it is necessary to 
replace the asbestos concrete water line under Columbia Street as soon as possible. 

5. There are sufficient unexpended monies available for the replacement of this water 
line from the unencumbered fund balances. 

Resolved: 

1. Any emergency exists regarding the asbestos concrete water line underlying 
Columbia Street between South 1" Avenue and the East side of Sylvan Drive 
(herein Columbia Street). Developer installed street improvements will be lost and 
a potential health risk created so long as the current water line under Columbia 
Street remains in place. Time does not permit the City the opportunity to bid the 
replacement of this water line and retain the benefits of the developer installed 
street improvements. 

2. Because an emergency exists, under the laws of the State of Washington, the 
statutory bid requirements are waived for replacement of the asbestos concrete pipe 
underlying Columbia Street between South lst Avenue and the East side of Sylvan 
Drive (herein Columbia Street) and so much additional length as is necessary to 
avoid interfering with the developer installed street improvements to Columbia 
Street at that location. 

3. The Mayor is authorized to approve a contract immediately after a quote has been 
received from a qualified contractor and inform the City Council of the execution 
of the contract, and any change orders are not to exceed 10% of the quote that is 
provided by the contractor. 

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Othello, Washington on this 17th  day of June 2004.  

ATTEST: 

By: 
Debbie L. Kudrna, City Clerk 
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