
RESOLUTION NO. 2000-14 

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT BALANCED AND EFFECTIVE APPROACHES 
FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT RECOVERY, AND ASSOCIATED LAND 

AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

RECITALS: 

1. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFW), under authority of the Endangered Species have listed 
numerous species of salmonids native to Washington State and utilizing aquatic 
habitat throughout Eastern Washington; and 

2. Compliance with the ESA and recovery of salmonid species involves Eastern 
Washington water resources and riparian lands; and 

3, Following salmonid listings under ESA, NMFS has emphasized regulatory measures 
affecting land and water use and threatened ESA enforcement actions, but has not 
demonstrated a willingness or capacity to work cooperatively with some state and 
local governments and stakeholders in achieving ESA compliance and recovery 
objectives; and 

4. Federal emphasis on implementation of the ESA through regulatory and enforcement 
action has led to specific instances of legally unnecessary, biologically unfounded, 
and unduly harsh limitations on the use of land and water; and 

5,  Federal regulatory actions in response to ESA listings have potential for severe 
impact on the use of Eastern Washington land, water and on resource and other 
industries promoted through state rural development policy; and 

6. Some federal officials responsible for implementation of the ESA have promoted the 
notion that federal law requires state agencies and local government to also use their 
regulatory authority to impose ESA compliance and salmon recovery measures on the 
constituents of state and local government, and their property; and 

`I 7. Any interpretation of the ESA that imposes regulatory duties on state and local 
government and pressures state and local officials to surrender their authority and 
discretion under state and federal law to non-elected federal officials without regard 
for the views of constituents to whom the state and local officials are accountable; 
and 

8. An aggressive, top-down imposition of ESA compliance requirements and federal 
recovery goals without cooperation and support from state and local elected officials 
and stakeholders will likely lead to uninformed and unnecessary blunt or restrictive 
regulatory actions that are inefficient and ineffective in achieving ESA compliance 
and salmon recovery; and 

9. The laws of the State of Washington have granted local governments the authority 
and primary responsibility for regulation of riparian lands under the Shorelines 
Management Act, the Growth Management Act, and the general land use regulation 
authority of local governments; and 

10. The laws of Washington State, through HB 2514 adopted in 1998 and codified in 
RCW 90.82, have granted local government responsibility to initiate and carry out 
water resource planning in cooperation with local stakeholders; and 
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