
RESOLUTION NO. 2000-13 

A RESOLUTION BY THE OTHELLO CITY COUNCIL 
TO UPDATE OUR COMPREHENSIVE WATER PLAN 

RECITALS: 

Water is a critical requirement for current and future citizens of the City of Othello and is 
becoming a limited resource that must be protected; and 

Obtaining new or maintaining our existing water rights for surface and ground water are 
uncertain and water quality and cost varies considerably depending on its source and water right. 

Quality of life for our citizens is directly related to the availability and cost of water; and 

More than half of the residential water use is used for irrigation; and 

The State Department of Health requires an updated Comprehensive Water Plan. 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows: 

The City of Othello will create a 20 Year Comprehensive Potable Water and Irrigation 
Plan, to include consideration for ground water, surface water, reuse and conservation; and 

The City will evaluate all our water sources and uses and will pursue the possibility of a 
community irrigation system using non-potable water; and 

The City will promote conservation of both potable and irrigation water; and 

The City will apply to the USBR for municipal and industrial water (M&I water) to 
conserve Ag water and/or ground water; and 

The City will consider all non-Ag water discharges around Othello as a potential water 
resource; and 

The City will develop residential zoning regulations that allow for less open space and 
provide irrigation water systems for larger lots; and 

The City will continue to request, with greater urgency, that the Washington State 
Department of Ecology protect the Wanapum Aquifer as our sole source of potable water; and 

The City will support balanced and effective approaches for Endangered Species Act 
recovery, and associated land and water resource management.  
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11. Municipal governments are responsible to assure that there is adequate potable water 
for its citizens; and 

12. Recent Washington State department decisions and the Family Farm Act have 
negatively impacted the ability of municipal governments to meet that obligation and 
to address concurrency issues mandated by the growth management process; and 

13. RCW 90.82 directs state agencies to provide technical assistance to local planning 
units as they inventory and develop recommendations for the management of water 
resources, during which state agencies are to support and defer local water resource 
planning efforts. 

RESOLVED: 

The Othello City Council demands that federal agencies implement the ESA in a 
manner consistent with state and local regulations, policies and laws for water and 
land uses; and 
The City of Othello representatives pledge to meet in October of the year 2000 and 
through interlocal agreement join together to advocate and implement balanced 
approaches for endangered species recovery, protecting our common interests and the 
constitutional rights of our citizens. 

ADOPTED by the Othello City Council the 10th  day of July, 2000. 

ATTEST: 

Debbie Kudrna, C t Clerk 
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