
PARKS COMMISSION MEETING  
September 14, 2010                 

7:00pm 
 
 

 
1)      Call to Order 

Members Present:  Chairman Mike Karch, Gary Pettis, Margaret Davis.  
Members Absent:  Cindy Roers and Patti Dykoski 
Others Present:   City Planner Breanne Rothstein, Assistant City Planner David Abel, 
Council Liaison George Zenanko. 
 

a)      Approval of Agenda 
 Motion by Davis and second by Pettis to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion 

carried 3-0-0.  
  
b)      Approval of Minutes – July 13, 2010 
 Motion by Pettis and second by Davis to approve the minutes from the July 13, 2010 

Park Commission meeting as presented.  Motion carried 3-0-0.  
 
2)      Business Items:  

a)      Consider request for park improvement for Merz Marsh Park from the Turtle Creek 
Homeowners Association for the 2011 Capital Improvements Program (CIP) 

 
 Abel stated the Turtle Creek neighborhood requested improvements to Merz March Park 

to better serve their neighborhood.  The residents are looking for a new park shelter with 
two picnic tables, a grill, and receptacles to be added as well as a new swing set area for 
the kids with total estimated costs of $14,225.00.  Abel referred to the letter in the packet 
dated 9/14/10 from the president of the Turtle Creek Homeowners Association and 
photos of the park.  Also included in the packet were items identified in the Parks, Trails, 
and Open Space plan improvements for future consideration.   

 
 Abel recommended allotting a dollar amount for some of the improvements at this time.   
 
 Pettis questioned if there are trash containers in all the parks.  Abel stated there are 

containers in almost all the parks.   
 
 Mr. Meyer (4001 Turtle Road) noted there is one trash receptacle in the park.  He stated 

the park is heavily used by the residents.  Mr. Meyer stated he did an assessment of the 
parks in Minnetrista and St. Bonifacius and every park in the area has a nice pavilion 
area and swing sets and he feels Merz Marsh Park has more traffic and it would be 
beneficial to have a pavilion for the people visiting the to get out of the sun. Mr. Meyer 
stated they are requesting a 24 x 22 foot pavilion to house two oversized picnic tables.  
He stated he would prefer to cut the grills off of the list if the list needed to be narrowed 
down.  He stated there are a number of functions in this park every year and they rent 
tents for these events.   

 
 Davis stated the Turtle Creek Homeowners Association has been solicited for the Adopt-

A-Park.  Mr. Meyer did not feel there would be any problems getting the neighborhood to 
help clean up the park.   
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 Pettis asked Mr. Meyer to rank the importance of the items they are asking for.  Mr. 
Meyer stated from a neighborhood perspective it would be the addition of the shelter 
area.  He stated the second item would be the swing set because it is an activity for the 
children.   

 
 Abel stated public works did comment that this park has more usage than the other 

parks in the city.  
 
 Davis stated there is not a lot of shade in this park and she is for the shelter and/or the 

swing set.   
 
 Rothstein stated the CIP allocates funding to different items and the long term financial 

management plan has the park, trails, and open space plan and she stated there is 
approximately $700,000.00 in the park dedication fund.  She stated there is not any 
money allocated for 2010 and 2011.  She stated the primary debit against this is Lisle 
Park.  In past years the city has given $4,000.00 for improvements to the city parks.   

 
 Mr. Meyer stated he looked at the vendor on the existing equipment and received an 

estimate from them.  Abel stated public works could also help with the installation of 
these items.   

 
 The Commission concurs on a recommendation for the shelter, swing set, and one more 

trash container.  Chair Karch and Pettis are in favor of the entire project.  Commission 
concurs on staff checking into funds.   

 
 Motion by Pettis and second by Davis to recommend to City Council to have staff price 

the items listed in the letter and staff report and have City Council move forward on 
those items.  Motion carried 3-0-0.     

 
b)      Consider Projects for 2011 Parks Capital Improvements Program (CIP) 
 
 Abel presented the 2011 proposed improvements with the addition of the amount for 

Merz Marsh Park.  Abel stated staff will also be seeking grant money.  Abel stated this 
would be continued on to City Council.   

 
 Pettis questioned if the city considers the usage of the park before any improvements 

are put into a particular park.  Abel stated each park is evaluated and public works is 
able to determine usage on the parks by the amount of trash and usage is also 
determined by talking with the residents of those neighborhoods.   

 
 Motion by Davis and second by Pettis to recommend to City Council the 2011 Proposed 

Improvements including the additional amount for Merz Marsh Park (Turtle Creek).  
Motion carried 3-0-0.  

 
c)      Six Mile Marsh Canoe Route Discussion (verbal) 
 Rothstein stated Dykoski had asked for a canoe route through Six Mile Marsh.  She 

stated if only vegetation needed to be moved out a permit would not be needed but if it is 
any more than that a permit from the DNR would be required.  Rothstein stated this is 
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also on property which is owned by someone other than by the city and if this is to go 
forward it would need to be coordinated with that property owner.  Rothstein stated the 
city could start by clearing the emergent vegetation.  Rothstein stated a dredging permit 
would not be easy to get so the Park Commission needed to decide how much of a 
priority this is.   

 
 Davis stated she canoed the Six Mile Marsh six years ago and they were able to get 

through, however, it was not all the way to Hwy. 7.  Rothstein stated she could email 
information to Dykoski and bring this item back next month.  Rothstein stated a 
maintenance plan would be needed. Pettis would like further information regarding how 
many people would use this for canoeing and what the maintenance would be.    

 
3)      Informational Items: 

a)      Staff Reports 
i)        Trail update over Six Mile Marsh to Dakota Rail Trail  
 Rothstein stated staff has been working with Three Rivers Park District and 

Woodland Cove for a regional trail.  She stated the Three Rivers Park District board 
made an amendment to include this in their regional trail plan.  

  
ii)       Rules for Storm Water ponds in City Parks  
 Rothstein stated there was an ordinance amendment for the public/semi public which 

included a rule on storm water ponds.   
 

b)      Council Reports  
  None  
 
  Miscellaneous reports 
 
  Davis stated she was going to get some daffodils because deer tend to not eat these.  
 

Pettis stated he would like to see information/discussion on having an open house 
regarding the adopt-a-park on the next agenda.  Rothstein stated there is a spring and 
fall clean up and it could be done on one of these days.  This year the fall clean up is on 
October 9th.  The Commission concurred on handing out information on the adopt-a-park 
program at the spring clean up.   

 
4)      Adjournment 
 Motion by Pettis and second by Davis to adjourn.  Motion carried 3-0-0.  The meeting 

adjourned at 7:54 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Terri Haarstad 
City Clerk 


