
 
 

 
CITY OF MINNETRISTA 
 
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION/DISCUSSION 
 
 
Subject: Gillespie Park Master Plan   
 
Prepared By:  Nick Olson, Associate Planner 
Through:  David Abel, Community Development Director 
 
Meeting Date: February 17, 2015 
 
 
Issue: 
The City Council accepted the donation of the property at 1420 Westwood Drive in 
December of 2013. The City accepted the donation with the condition that it will 
establish the property as a public park within one year of the date of the donation.  A 
Master Plan for Gillespie Park has been drafted approval is being sought. 
 
Background: 
Over the summer, the City of Minnetrista had the existing structures removed from the 
site and any hazardous materials disposed of in the proper manner.  A full land survey 
was then preformed in the fall to show all existing conditions and provide a base map for 
the Master Plan process. 
 
At the September 9, 2014 meeting, Parks Commission recommended that a neighborhood 
meeting between the Parks Commission, Staff, and Residents within 500 feet of the 
Gillespie Property be arranged to discuss the Master Plan for Gillespie Park.  The 
meeting was scheduled for January 13, 2015. 
 
Staff brought a Draft Master Plan for Gillespie Park to the January 13, 2015 meeting to 
receive public comment from the invited neighbors, as well as the Parks Commission.  At 
this meeting, from the amount of comments made by both the neighbors and the Parks 
Commission, the Parks Commission called a meeting on February 10, 2015 to review the 
changes that will be made to the Draft Master Plan for Gillespie Park by Staff. 
 
On February 10, 2015 the Parks Commission made a recommendation to City Council 
that they approve the revised Draft Master Plan for Gillespie Park. 
 
Discussion: 
Based on the meeting held on January 13, 2015, Staff has developed a revised Draft 
Master Plan for Gillespie Park.  This plan takes into account the discussion and 
comments received at that meeting. 
 

Mission Statement: 
The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative 
manner and provide opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural 
resources and maintaining a rural character. 



 
 

The main components of the Draft Master Plan include: 
• Omission of dock due to safety concerns and overall poor fishing conditions 

in Jennings Bay 
• Removing all existing asphalt and bring site to final grade 
• Extend neighboring landscape on both the north and south sides of the park 
• Include future play structures based on use of park 
• Remedy parking concerns along the park 

City Attorney Ron Batty has submitted a memo that addresses the City’s legal obligations 
as it pertains to Gillespie Park and addresses the options for the neighbor’s landscaping 
that is on park property. 
 
At the February 10, 2015 Parks Commission meeting, it was recommended that the City 
Council approve the Draft Master Plan for Gillespie Park as presented by Staff with the 
following inclusions: 

• Add a seating area for users (one or two benches) 
• Address the Lilacs along Westwood Drive 
• Enter into License Agreement with Tony Leonard regarding landscaping 
• Review Gillespie Park at first Parks Commission meeting in 2016 

 
Recommended City Council Action:  Staff recommends the City Council adopt a 
Resolution approving the Draft Master Plan for Gillespie Park as presented. 
 
Attachments: 

• Location Map 
• Survey of Gillespie Park 
• Memo from Ron Batty, City Attorney 
• Minutes from January 13, 2015 
• Draft Minutes from February 10, 2015 
• Resolution approving the Draft Master Plan for Gillespie Park 

Mission Statement: 
The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative 
manner and provide opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural 
resources and maintaining a rural character. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
To: Minnetrista Park Commission 
 
From: Ron Batty, city attorney 
 
Date:  February 10, 2015 
 
Re: Use of Gillespie Park 
 
 
The property at 1420 Westwood Drive is the former homestead of William B. Gillespie.  Mr. 
Gillespie died several years ago and his will provided that the property be donated to Minnetrista 
for use as a public park.  The city accepted the donation in December, 2013. 
 
Under the terms of the deed transferring the property to the city, the land must be used for “park 
purposes”.  That term is defined as meaning it must be put to use for the “general public for 
recreational activities, which may include but are not limited to uses such as jogging, hiking, 
picnicking, fishing, swimming and other passive, low impact, non-motorized activities that are 
consistent with the protection of the land around Lake Minnetonka.”  This is a non-exclusive list 
of potential uses; none of them is required.  It is intended to illustrate the types of uses which are 
envisioned for the park and those which are viewed as inconsistent with the donor’s intent.  The 
only specific requirement is that the property be named “Gillespie Park”. 
 
There is no requirement that the city install a fishing pier at Gillespie Park.  While fishing is one 
of the uses allowed and Mr. Gillespie’s private dock was left on the property to facilitate that 
activity, the donor is aware that the city may not be able to accommodate this use.  I discussed this 
specific activity with the donor’s attorney in 2013 and pointed out that the donated dock would 
not be suitable for use in a public park.  We also briefly discussed the liability issues regarding 
that type of use and the challenges that might present to the city.  The donor’s attorney understood 
those matters and confirmed there was no requirement that there be a fishing pier on the property. 
 
While there is considerable flexibility as to the specific uses to which the Gillespie property may 
be put, one thing is very clear:  it must be used as a park.  If the property ceases to be used as a 
park or is used for any other purpose, the land will revert to the donor’s estate and the city’s 
interest will be terminated.  In other words, the city will lose title to the property and it will go 
back to the estate of Mr. Gillespie.  This reverter is in effect for 40 years. 
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A survey shows that the owner of the property to the south has installed landscaping on the 
Gillespie property.  There are several options to address this matter, including the following: 
 
1. Require the removal of the landscaping and restoration of the property. 
2. Execute a license agreement to allow retention of the landscaping until/unless the city 

requires its removal. 
3. Subdivide the Gillespie property and convey the landscaped area to the neighbor. 
4. Do nothing. 
 
Option no. 3 would violate the terms of the conveyance to the city and likely result in a reverter of 
the entire Gillespie property to the donor.  Option no. 4 seems ill-advised.  Unless or until the 
landscaping interferes with the city’s intended use of the property, option no. 1 seems unnecessary. 
 
I recommend the city consider option no. 2.  A license agreement would allow the landscaping to 
remain in place so long as it suits the city.  The city could at any time in the future and for any 
reason determine that the landscaping is no longer consistent with the city’s intended use of the 
property and demand that it be removed or modified.  The city would not be responsible for any 
damages resulting in removal of the landscaping.  The city would record the license agreement so 
that any future owner of the property to the south understood the terms and conditions under which 
the landscaping remained on the property. 
 
 
 
RHB:peb 
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PARKS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
January 13, 2015 at 7:00pm 

 
1) Call to Order 

Davis opened the meeting at 7:00pm. 
 
In attendance: Chair Margaret Davis, Park Commissioners: Gary Pettis, Patti 
Dykoski, Alyce Vogel, and Gary Vars, Council Liaison Patricia Thoele, Staff: 
Community Development Director David Abel and Associate Planner Nick Olson  
 
Absent: None 
 
a) Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Dykoski and second by Pettis to approve the agenda as presented. 
Motion passed 5 – 0. 
 

b) Oath of Office and Swear in Park Commission Member: 
i) Gary Vars  

 
c) Elect Chair and Vice Chair for 2015 

Pettis nominated Vogel for Chair and Dykoski for Vice Chair.  Dykoski declined 
and Pettis nominated Davis for Vice Chair.  Vote passed 3-0 (Vogel and Davis 
abstained). 
 

d) Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Pettis and second by Vogel to approve the minutes from September 9, 
2014 as presented. Motion passed 5 – 0. 

 
2) Business Items:  

a) Greeting from Mayor Lisa Whalen 
Mayor Whalen introduced herself and thanked Parks Commission for their time 
and the work they do.   

 
b) Three Rivers Parks Regional Trail Master Plan 

Abel presented the staff report as found in the Parks Commission packet dated 
January 13, 2015.  Olson gave a short presentation on the timeline for the 
Regional Trail Master Plan. 
 
Discussion included: 

• Possible access to property owned by Three Rivers Park District along 
Kings Point Road 

• Preferred route for Farmhill Dr segment of Regional Trail 
• Horse use along Luce Line segment of Regional Trail 

 
 
The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative 
manner and provide opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural 
resources and maintaining a rural character. 
 



 
Motion by Pettis and second by Vars to recommend the City Council approve the 
proposed Regional Trail Master Plan.  Motion passed 5 – 0. 
 

c) Gillespie Property Master Plan 
Abel presented the staff report as found in the Parks Commission packet dated 
January 13, 2015.  Olson gave a short presentation on the purpose of the 
meeting and summarized comments received from neighbors. 
 
The following neighbors spoke: 

i. Jim O’Connor 9715 Summit Place Chaska, MN 
ii. John Kaiser 1445 Westwood Drive 
iii. Gary Eastburn 1520 Westwood Drive 
iv. Tony Leonard 1440 Westwood Drive 
v. Theresa Maslowski 1395 Westwood Drive 
vi. Deb Ewing 1400 Westwood Drive 
vii. Candace Carlson 1460 Westwood Drive 
viii. Susan Johnson 5515 Westwood Avenue 
ix. Taylor Kaiser 1445 Westwood Drive 

 
Discussion included: 

• Jim O’Connor spoke on his relationship will Bill Gillespie and thanked the 
City for honoring Bill’s Will by taking on the property for use as a City Park 

• Many neighbors spoke and generally shared the same comments.  They 
included: 

o Concerns over parking both at the park and on the street along 
Westwood Drive. 

o Removal of existing asphalt at the park. 
o Fishing in Jennings Bay is not the best, thus a fishing dock/pier 

not the best idea. 
o Worried about safety with the potential increase in traffic and visits 

to the neighborhood. 
o Maintenance and upkeep of any included structures. 
o Increase in vegetation and preservation of existing vegetation. 
o Desire for a quite open/green space plan for the park. 

 
Parks Commission recommended Staff create a draft Master Plan based on 
comments received and bring it back to the next meeting. 
 

d) Tree Replacement & Environmental Enhancement Fund 
Abel presented the staff report as found in the Parks Commission packet dated 
January 13, 2015. 

 
Given the late hour, Parks Commission agreed to bring item back at the next 
meeting to have a more lengthy discussion. 
 

e) 2015 Parks Commission Meeting Schedule  

 
 
The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative 
manner and provide opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural 
resources and maintaining a rural character. 
 



Abel presented the staff report as found in the Parks Commission packet dated 
January 13, 2015. 
 
Discussion included: 

• Quarterly meeting schedule with the ability to call meetings as needed. 
• Vars indicated he will not be able to attend October 10, 2015 meeting. 

 
Motion by Vogel and second by Pettis to call meeting on February 10, 2015 @ 
7:00pm.  Motion passed 5 – 0. 

 
3) Informational Items: 

a) Staff Reports  
Abel provided an update regarding Lisle Park: 

• 1 high bid received in 2014 was rejected 
• City received Hennepin County Youth Sports Grant for $100,000.00 
• Authorized by Council to advertise for bid on February 10, 2015 and 

hopeful to provide bid update at next meeting 
 

b) Council Reports 
Thoele had no updates to provide. 
 

c) Commission Reports 
Davis asked City to order trees for Trista Day as she will be unable to this year. 

 
4) Adjournment 

Motion by Dykoski and second by Vogel to adjourn the meeting at 9:06pm. Motion 
passed 5 – 0. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
 
Nick Olson 
Associate Planner 

 
 
The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative 
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PARKS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
February 10, 2015 at 7:00pm 

 
1) Call to Order 

Vogel opened the meeting at 7:04pm. 
 
In attendance: Chair Alyce Vogel, Park Commissioners: Gary Pettis, Patti Dykoski, 
Margaret Davis, and Gary Vars, Council Liaison Patricia Thoele, Staff: Associate 
Planner Nick Olson  
 
Absent: None 
 
a) Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Davis and second by Dykoski to approve the agenda as presented. 
Motion passed 5 – 0. 

 
b) Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Vars and second by Pettis to approve the minutes from January 13, 
2015 as presented. Motion passed 5 – 0. 

 
2) Business Items:  

 
a) Gillespie Property Master Plan 

Olson presented the staff report as found in the Parks Commission packet dated 
February 10, 2015 and gave a short presentation on the purpose of the meeting 
and summarized the January 13, 2015 meeting. 
 
The following neighbors spoke: 

i. Steve Wagner 5440 Morningview Court 
ii. Barry Schneider 1425 Westwood Drive 

 
Discussion included: 

• Inclusion of kid oriented items is logical 
• Copy what is done in other City parks 
• Parking should be included at the Park in some way 
• Lilacs along Westwood Drive present a security issue and should be 

trimmed or removed 
• A pavilion or seating area should be included for visitors 

 
Following receiving neighbor’s comments, Parks Commission decided the best 
solution for parking was to follow the proposal from Staff and evaluate the issue 
at the first meeting in 2016 to determine the success and/or failure of the 
proposed solution.  They also agreed that the inclusion of one or two benches 
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initially would be beneficial to the park and future additions would be reviewed at 
a meeting in 2016. 

 
Motion by Pettis and second by Vars to recommend that the City Council approve 
the Draft Master Plan for Gillespie Park as presented by Staff with the following 
inclusions: 

• Add a seating area for users (one or two benches) 
• Address the Lilacs along Westwood Drive 
• Enter into License Agreement with Tony Leonard regarding landscaping 
• Review Gillespie Park at first Parks Commission meeting in 2016. 

Motion passed 4 – 1 (Dykoski). 

b) Tree Replacement & Environmental Enhancement Fund 
Olson presented the staff report as found in the Parks Commission packet dated 
February 10, 2015. 

 
Discussion included: 

• Who is responsible to replace trees along County Road 110W? 
• Tree giveaway and tree education at Trista Day 
• Other items presented in the Staff report 

 
3) Informational Items: 

a) Staff Reports  
Olson stated that the trees for Trista Day have been ordered.  They are 
scheduled to be delivered the week of Trista Day. 

 
b) Council Reports 

Thoele stated that the bidding for the Lisle Park Tennis Courts closed today and 
there were bids below the engineers estimate.  City Council will award the bid at 
the February 17, 2015 meeting. 

 
4) Adjournment 

Motion by Dykoski and second by Pettis to adjourn the meeting at 8:53pm. Motion 
passed 5 – 0. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
 
Nick Olson 
Associate Planner 

 
 
The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative 
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RESOLUTION NO. _____ 

 
 RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE MASTER PLAN FOR GILLESPIE 

PARK AT 1420 WESTWOOD DRIVE  
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Minnetrista is a municipal corporation, organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of Minnesota; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Minnetrista has accepted the donation 
of the property at 1420 Westwood Drive in December of 2013. The City accepted the 
donation with the condition that it will establish the property as a public park; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Minnetrista had the existing structures removed from the 

site and a land survey of the property conducted in 2014; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Park Commission solicited input from residents and held open 
houses on January 13, 2015 and February 10, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Park Commission recommended acceptance of the Master Plan 
at their February 10, 2015 meeting; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the proposed Master Plan on February 
17, 2015 which is described in Exhibit A attached hereto.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of 
Minnetrista, Minnesota that the City makes the following findings of fact regarding the 
Master Plan of Gillespie Park: 
 

1. That the property is named Gillespie Park. 
 

2. That Gillespie Park is a passive, low impact park. 
 
3. That the City executes a license agreement to allow retention of the 

landscaping from the property at 1440 Westwood Drive until/unless the City 
requires its removal. 

 
4. Omission of a dock due to safety concerns and overall poor fishing 

conditions in Jennings Bay 
 
5. Removing all existing asphalt and bring site to final grade. 
 
6. Extending neighboring landscape on both the north and south sides of the 

park. 
 
7. Include future play structures base on use of the park. 



 
8. Remedy parking concerns along the park with no parking signs. 
 
9. Add a seating are for users (one or two benches) 
 
10. Remove Lilacs along Westwood Drive. 

 
 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of 
Minnetrista hereby accepts the Master Plan for Gillespie Park. Improvements to the 
park maybe phased as funding becomes available. 
 
 
This resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of Minnetrista on this 17th 
day of February, 2015 by a vote of       Ayes and       Nays.   
 
 
 
  _______________________________  
ATTEST:  Mayor, Lisa Whalen 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Joanie Sandquist, Deputy City Clerk 
(SEAL) 
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