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ORDINANCE NO. ____ 
 

CITY OF MINNETRISTA 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF MOTORIZED GOLF CARTS WITHIN 

THE CITY OF MINNETRISTA 
 
THE CITY OF MINNETRISTA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  The City Council of the City of Minnetrista hereby amends chapter 9, 
Section 920 of the Minnetrista City Code by adding the double-underlined and deleting 
the stricken material as follows: 
 

Section 920 – Recreational vehicles 
 
920.01. Definitions. 

 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

 
All-Terrain Vehicle or ATV means any vehicle licensed by the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources as a Class I or Class II ATV. 
 

Holiday means New Year’s Day, January 1; Martin Luther King’s Birthday, the 
third Monday in January; Washington’s and Lincoln’s Birthday, the third Monday in 
February; Memorial Day, the last Monday in May; Independence Day, July 4; Labor 
Day, the first Monday in September; Veterans Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day, 
the fourth Thursday in November; and Christmas Day, December 25. 

 
Mini Truck is defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 169.011, subd. 40(a), as a 

motor vehicle that has four wheels; is propelled by an electric motor with a rated power 
of 7,500 watts or less or an internal combustion engine with a piston displacement 
capacity of 660 cubic centimeters or less; has a total dry weight of 900 to 2,200 
pounds; contains an enclosed cabin and a seat for the vehicle operator; commonly 
resembles a pickup truck or van, including a cargo area or bed located at the rear of 
the vehicle; and was not originally manufactured to meet federal motor vehicle safety 
standards required of motor vehicles in the Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, 
sections 571.101 to 571.404, and successor requirements. A mini-truck does not 
include an electric vehicle as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 169.011, subd. 
26a.  : a neighborhood electric vehicle or a medium-speed electric vehicle as defined 
by § 73.11 Minn. Stat. § 169.011; or a motor vehicle that meets or exceeds the 
regulations in the Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 571.500, as it may be 
amended from time to time. 
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Motorized Golf Cart means a vehicle with four wheels, powered by either an 

internal combustion engine or battery power, which is commonly used as a means of 
transportation on standard golf courses. 

 
Off-Highway Motorcycles means motorized off-highway vehicles traveling on 

two wheels. 
 

Operate means to ride in or on and control the operation of a recreational 
vehicle, motorized golf cart, or mini truck. 

 
Operator means every person who operates or is in actual physical control of a 

recreational vehicle, motorized golf cart, or mini-truck. 
 

Owner means a person, other than a lien holder, having the property in or title to 
a recreational vehicle, motorized golf cart, or mini-truck and entitled to its use or 
possession. 

 
Recreational vehicle means a self-propelled vehicle, including ATVs, off-road 

motorcycles, snowmobiles and any other vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice or 
natural terrain steered by wheels, skis or runners, or designed for operation on paved 
surface but not licensed by the Minnesota Department of Motor Vehicles or equivalent 
agency in another state for operation on public roads.  Recreational vehicle shall not 
include motorized golf carts or mini trucks. 

 
Right-of-way means the entire strip of land traversed by a highway or street in 

which the public owns the fee or an easement for roadway purposes. 
 

Roadway means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily 
used for vehicular travel, including the shoulder. 

 
Safety or deadman throttle means a device which, when pressure is removed 

from the engine accelerator or throttle, causes the motor to be disengaged from the 
driving track. 

 
Snowmobile means a self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice 

steered by skis or runners. 
 

Street or highway means the entire width between boundary lines of any way or 
place open to the use of the public, as a matter of right, for the purposes of vehicular 
traffic. 

 
920.03. State statutes adopted. 

 
Minnesota Statutes, sections 84.81 to 84.88 and Minnesota Statutes, chapter 169, 

except for those provisions of chapter 169 relating to required equipment or which by 
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their nature have no application, are adopted by reference and is as much a part of this 
code as if fully set forth herein. 

 
920.05. Application of traffic ordinances. 

 
All city traffic ordinances apply to the operation of recreational vehicles and 

motorized golf carts upon streets and highways, where such use is permitted. 
 
920.07. Operation generally. 

 
Except as otherwise specifically permitted and authorized, it is unlawful for any 

person to operate a recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart within the city: 
 

(a) On a public sidewalk or walkway provided or used for pedestrian travel; 
 

(b) On private property of another without lawful authority or consent of the 
owner or occupant; 

 

(c) On any publicly-owned lands or frozen waters, including but not limited to 
school grounds, park property, playgrounds, recreation areas and golf courses, 
except areas previously listed or authorized for such use by the proper public 
authority, in which case such use should be lawful and recreational vehicles and 
motorized golf carts may be driven in and out of such areas by the shortest 
route. Authorized areas in the city which are owned by the city will be 
designated by council resolution; 

 
(d) At any place, while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotics or 
habit forming drugs; 

 
(e) At a rate of speed greater than reasonable or proper under all of the 
surrounding circumstances; 

 
(f) At any place in a careless, reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger 
the person or property of another or to cause injury or damage thereto; 

 
(g) So as to tow any person or thing on a public street or highway except 
through the use of a rigid tow bar attached to the rear of the recreational 
vehicle; 

 
(h) At a speed greater than ten miles an hour when within 100 feet of any 
lakeshore, fishermen angler, ice houses or skating rinks, and nor will operation 
shall be permitted prohibited within 100 feet of any sliding area, nor or where 
the operation would conflict with the lawful use of property or would endanger 
other persons or property; or 
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(i) In a manner so as to create a loud, unnecessary or unusual noise which 
disturbs, annoys or interferes with the peace and quiet of other persons. 

 
920.09. Operation on streets and highways. 

 
(a) No person may operate a recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart upon 
the roadway, shoulder or inside bank or slope of any street or highway within 
the city. Operation in the ditch or on the outside bank within the right-of-way of 
any street or highway except interstate highways or freeways is permitted in 
conformance with state law and city ordinances, unless the roadway directly 
abuts a public sidewalk or walkway or property used for private purposes. 
Between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, 
any operation may only be on the right hand side of such street or highway and 
in the same direction as the highway traffic on the nearest lane of the roadway 
adjacent to it, and only if the vehicle is equipped with both front and rear lights 
and they are on. 

 

(b) A recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart may make a direct crossing of a 
street or Highway, except an interstate highway or freeway, provided: 

 
(1) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately ninety degrees to 
the direction of the street or highway and at a place where no obstruction 
prevents a quick and safe crossing; 

 
(2) The recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart is brought to a complete 
stop before crossing the shoulder or main traveled way of the highway; 

 
(3) The driver yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic which 
constitutes an immediate hazard; 

 
(4) In crossing a divided street or highway, the crossing is made only at an 
intersection of such street or highway with another public street or 
highway; and 

 
(5) If the crossing is made between the hours of one-half hour after sunset 
to one-half hour before sunrise or in conditions of reduced visibility, only if 
both the front and rear lights are must be on. 

 
(c) No recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart shall enter any uncontrolled 
intersection without making a complete stop and the operator shall yield the 
right-of-way to any vehicles or pedestrians which constitute an immediate 
hazard. 

 
(d) Notwithstanding any prohibition in this section, a snowmobile may be 
operated on a public thoroughfare in an emergency during the period of time 
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when and at locations where snow upon the roadway renders travel by 
automobile impractical. 

 
(e) Notwithstanding anything in this section to the contrary, all-terrain vehicles 
may be operated within the road right-of-way as permitted through Agricultural 
Use Registration by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 

 
920.11. Equipment. 

 
It is unlawful for any person to operate a recreational vehicle anywhere within the 

limits of the city unless it is equipped with the following: 
 

(a) Standard mufflers which are properly attached and in constant operation, 
and which reduce the noise of operation of the motor to the minimum necessary 
for operation. No person will use a muffler cutout, by-pass, straight pipe or 
similar device on a recreational vehicle motor, and the exhaust system must not 
emit or produce a sharp popping or crackling sound; 
 
(b) Brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the 
recreational vehicle under any conditions of operation; 
 
(c) A safety throttle in operating condition; 

 
(d) At least one clear lamp attached to the front, with sufficient intensity to 
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead during the 
hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. Such head lamp will be 
so aimed that glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of an oncoming 
vehicle operator. It must also be equipped with at least one red tail lamp having 
a minimum candle power of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly 
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during the hours of darkness 
under normal atmospheric conditions. The equipment to be in operating 
condition when the vehicle is required lights shall be on operated between the 
hours of one-half hour after before sunset to one-half hour before after sunrise 
or at times or reduced visibility; and 

 
(e) Reflective material at least 16 square inches on each side, forward of any 
handlebars, so as to reflect or beam light at a ninety-degree angle. 

 
920.13. Operation by minors. 

 
(a) It is unlawful for any person under 14 years of age to operate on streets or 
highways or make a direct crossing of a street or highway as the operator of a 
recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart. A person 14 years of age or older, 
but less than 18 years of age, may operate a snowmobile or an all terrain 
vehicle on streets or highways as permitted under this section and may make a 
direct crossing thereof only if the person has in his or her immediate possession 
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a valid snowmobile safety certificate issued by the commissioner of 
conservation as provided in section 84.86 of Minnesota Statutes or a valid all 
terrain safety certificate as provided for in Minnesota Rules, section 6102.0070. 

 
(b) It is unlawful for the owner of a recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart to 
permit the recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart to be operated contrary to 
the provisions of this section. 

 
920.15. Leaving unattended. 

 
Every person leaving a recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart in a public place 

must lock the ignition, remove the key and take it with them. 
 
920.17. Chasing animals. 

 
It is unlawful to intentionally chase, run over or kill any animal, wild or domestic, 

with a recreational vehicle or motorized golf cart. 
 

920.19. Off-highway motorcycles. 

 
It is unlawful for any person to operate an off-road highway motorcycle on public or 

private property or for the owner of any property to allow the operation of an off-road 
highway motorcycle on his or her property, except under the following conditions: 

 
(a) No person shall operate an off-road highway motorcycle between one hour 

before sunset and 9:30a.m. the following day; 
 

(b) They may be operated for no more than two continuous hours per day per 
parcel. Riding time under this section may not be accumulated; 

 
(c) They may only be operated on a parcel of 1 acre or larger; 

 
(d) They may only be operated by residents of the parcel on which they are being 

operated; 
 

(e) No more than three may be operated on any parcel at one time; 
 

(f) They may not be operated within 500 feet of the property line of any other parcel 
without the permission of the residents of the other parcel; and 

 
(g) They must be equipped with a muffling system which reduces the noise of 

operation of the motor to the minimum necessary for operation which must 
include a spark arrestor and a properly operating muffler with the following 
information imprinted by the manufacturer: Meets U.S. EPA noise emission 
requirements of 80db(a). Approved U.S. Forest Service. 
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Violation of this section regarding the use of off-highway motorcycles shall be a 
petty misdemeanor. Second and subsequent violations of this section within a 12-
month period shall be a misdemeanor. 

 
920.21. Permitting mini-trucks. 

 
Subdivision 1. Permitting requirements 

 
(1) Permitting of mini-trucks is authorized by the City in accordance with Minnesota 
Statutes, section 169.045. 

 
(2) No person shall operate a mini-truck on City streets without a valid driver’s 
license; and without a permit having been obtained for the vehicle as provided 
herein. 

 
(3) Every application for a permit shall be made by the owner of the mini-truck on a 
form supplied by the city and shall contain all of the following information: 

 

(a) The name and address of the applicant. 

 
(b) Model name, make, and year and serial number of the mini-truck. 

 
(4) A permit fee shall be charged in accordance with the City fee schedule. 

 
(5) Permits shall be granted for a period of one year. 

 
(6) No permit shall be granted or renewed unless the following conditions are met: 

 
(a) The applicant must demonstrate that he or she currently holds a valid 
Minnesota driver’s license to operate a mini-truck. 

 
(b) Applicants will verify must certify on the application that they will only allow 
the mini-truck to be operated by licensed drivers. 

 
(c) The mini-truck has been inspected by the Public Safety Staff and meets the 
equipment requirements herein. 

 
(d) The applicant must provide evidence of insurance in compliance with the 
provisions of Minnesota Statutes concerning insurance coverage for the mini-
truck. 

 
(7) Mini-trucks are permitted to operate only on city streets, not state or federal 
highways, except to cross at designated intersections. 

 
(8) Operation on County Roads can only be authorized by Hennepin County. 
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(9) Mini-trucks must be equipped with a rear-view mirror to provide the driver with 
adequate vision from behind as required by Minn. Stat. § Minnesota Statutes, 
section 169.70. 

 
(10) Every person operating a mini-truck under permit on designated roadways has 
all the rights and duties applicable to the driver of any other vehicle under the 
provisions of Minn. Stat., ch. Minnesota Statutes, chapter 169, as it may be 
amended from time to time, except when these provisions cannot reasonably be 
applied to mini-trucks and except as otherwise specifically provided in Minn. Stat. 
Sec.  Minnesota Statutes, section 169.045(7), as it may be amended from time to 
time. 

 
(11) The City Council may suspend or revoke a permit granted hereunder upon a 
finding that the holder thereof has violated, or has allowed another driver to violate, 
any of the provisions of this section or Minn. Stat., ch. Minnesota Statutes, chapter 
169, as it may be amended from time to time, or if there is evidence that the permit 
holder cannot safely operate the mini-truck on the designated roadways. 
 

(12) The number of occupants on the mini-truck may not exceed the design 
occupant load. 

 
Subd. 2. Mini-truck equipment requirements 

 
(1) A mini-truck may be operated under permit on designated roadways if it is 
equipped with all of the following: 

 
(a) At least two headlamps. 

 
(b) At least two tail lamps. 

 
(c) Front and rear turn-signal lamps. 

 
(d) An exterior mirror mounted on the driver’s side of the vehicle and either an 
exterior mirror mounted on the passenger’s side of the vehicle or an interior 
rear-view mirror. 

 
(e) A windshield. 

 
(f) A seat belt for the driver and front passenger. 

 
(g) Working operating brakes and a parking brake. 

 
(h) Tires designed for use on paved roadways. 

 
920.23. Motorized golf carts permitted. 
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Subdivision 1.  Golf cart use.  No person shall drive or operate a motorized golf cart 
upon or across a public street, avenue, or roadway within the city except pursuant to a 
duly issued permit as hereinafter provided. 
 
Subd. 2. Application for permit.  Applications for a permit to operate a motorized golf 
cart within the city shall be made in writing upon forms furnished by the city clerk.  Such 
forms shall include, at a minimum, the following information: 
 

(a) Name and address of the owner/operator; 
(b) A description and serial number of the motorized golf cart; 
(c) A valid driver’s license number and the date of expiration thereof; and 
(d) [optional] a certificate signed by a physician indicating that the applicant is 
able to safely operate a motorized golf cart on the roadways. 

 
Subd. 3.  Permit length. Each permit issued under this section shall be valid for three 
years from the date of issuance.  Such permits may be revoked at any time upon 
receipt of evidence that the permittee can no longer safely operate a motorized golf 
cart on the designated roadways.  At any time during the permit period and upon 
request by the city, a permittee shall submit to the city a new or updated signed 
certification from a physician indicating that the permittee remains able to safely 
operate a motorized golf cart upon the designated roadways. 
 
Subd. 4.  Designated roadways. The roadways upon which a motorized golf cart shall 
be those which are designated by the City Council by resolution, which may from time 
to time be amended. 
 
Subd. 5.  Hours of operation; required equipment. 
 

(a) Motorized golf carts shall only be operated between one-half hour following 
sunrise until one-half hour before sunset.  No motorized golf carts shall be 
operated when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, or other conditions 
impeding visibility, or at any time when there is insufficient light to clearly see 
persons and vehicles at a distance of 500 feet on the designated roadways.   
 
(b) Each motorized golf cart shall at all times display a reflective “slow moving 
vehicle” emblem when operating on designated roadways. 
 

Subd. 6.  Application of traffic laws.  Every person operating a motorized golf cart 
pursuant to a permit issued under this section on a designated roadway shall have all 
of the rights and duties applicable to a driver of any other vehicle pursuant to the state 
highway traffic laws and regulations except when those provisions cannot reasonably 
be applied to motorized golf carts. 
 
920.25. Penalties. 
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Except for the penalty applicable to violation of section 920.19 regarding the use of 
off-highway motorcycles, violation of section 920 shall be a misdemeanor. 
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Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect following its adoption and publication. 
 
 
Adopted Date:   _____________, 2018.  
 
             
       Lisa Whalen 
       Mayor 
Attest: 
       ______________________________ 
       Kris Linquist 
       City Clerk 
(seal) 


