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October 21, 2015 City Council Meeting  
Prepared By: Steve Youel, Director of Community Services 

 

Item#:  6.1 

 
Subject:  Provide Direction to Staff on the Future Development of a Dog Park in Placerville  
         

 

Background:  With leash laws becoming more restrictive, many concerned dog owners are 

looking to the creation of Dog Parks as a solution to their need for a place to spend quality time 

with their pets. 

A Dog Park is a public park, typically fenced, where people and their dogs can play together.  

Similarly, a Dog Run is a smaller fenced area, created for the same use that is often located 

within an existing park.  As the names imply, these places offer dogs off-leash play areas where 

their owners can enjoy a park-like setting and the opportunity to socialize with other canines and 

their owners.  Dog Parks which are sometimes managed by park users in conjunction with City 

staff are being established all over the country and offer a wealth of benefits to dogs, dog owners 

and the community as a whole. 

Over the past six months, the City of Placerville Recreation and Parks Commission and City staff 

have been looking into the possibility of developing a Dog Park or Dog Run in Placerville.  This 

effort is consistent with the City’s 2009 Parks and Recreation Master Plan that indicated the need 

for a Dog Park in Placerville.    

Discussion: City staff and the Commission first looked at existing Dog Parks to determine what 

type of land is needed for development of a Dog Park or Dog Run.  A review of Dog Parks 

suggests that some are quite simple and others can be elaborate.  A minimum of one flat acre of 

park land is needed.  The site must provide for a fenced area for dog owners and their pets that 

can separate large dogs from small dogs.  Other amenities such as water, benches, picnic tables, 

shade, trash receptacles, signage, lighting, parking and restrooms are preferable.  Many parks are 

located in an area that is adjacent to a trail or sidewalk that provides for easy pedestrian access.   

If the park is intended to be used after dark, consideration must be given to the surrounding land 

use and the impact that lighting may have.  Design consideration must also be made to address 

compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act requirements.          

Analysis:  A site survey was conducted to identify: 1) Existing Dog Parks in the area, 2) 

Developed Parks within the City system, and 3) Undeveloped City property. 

Existing Dog Parks in the Area:  The closest Dog Park to Placerville is located in Cameron Park. 

Hacienda Dog Park consists of active and passive areas for large and small dogs, shaded picnic 



 
 

 
 

tables, drinking fountains, parking, trash receptacles and access to walking trails.   The County of 

El Dorado is taking into consideration the development of a Dog Park or Dog Run at both the 

Rail Park in Shingle Springs and Forebay Park in Pollock Pines. 

Developed Parks within the City Park System: The City’s park system is comprised of seven 

parks.  Three parks were considered for expanded development: Lumsden, Lions and Gold Bug.  

Lumsden Park was given consideration due to the fact that the park is currently underutilized and 

has some amenities that could complement a Dog Park.  Landscape Architect and President of 

Foothill Associates Kate Kirsh was asked to provide an overview of the potential constraints 

associated with Lumsden Park and to suggest a reasonable alternative site if possible (see 

attached).   

Lions and Gold Bug are the only other two City park properties with enough space to 

accommodate a Dog Park.  Consideration has been given to potentially changing the use of 

certain amenities in each park.  Lions Park currently has a disc golf course that is inadequate.   

Most courses are eighteen holes while the existing course is only twelve.  The current condition 

leads to conflicting use within the park.  Discs often fly into the softball fields, tot lots, tennis 

courts and adjacent private property.  The thought is to move the disc golf course to Gold Bug 

Park freeing up space for a Dog Park at Lions Park.  This alternative is not without compromise.  

Further analysis is necessary to address the potential impacts at both sites.  Given the anticipated 

popularity of a Dog Park, parking will need to be addressed at both locations as well.  Lions Park 

is home to many Special Events such as softball tournaments that consume the entire parking lot.  

Gold Bug Park possesses adequate space and the topography is conducive to disc golf but the 

development of a disc golf course may result in a conflict with Gold Bug Park visitors.  Gold 

Bug Park has become a major tourist attraction that attracts park visitors from all over the world 

and acts as a financial stimulus to our local economy.  

Undeveloped City Property:  There are limited options for new park development within the City 

limits.  One site that has been of considerable interest is located across the street from the east 

end of Forni Road referred to as the “Old Caltrans” site near Kentucky Fried Chicken.  The three 

acre site was recently relinquished to the City from Caltrans.  In May of 2015, Foothill 

Associates provided City staff with a Scope of Work that identified the necessary planning and 

design for the site with an estimate of the associated costs (see attached).   Unfortunately, the 

“Old Caltrans” site shares many of the same constraints as Lumsden Park.    

Staff has not conducted a private land search primarily due to the additional costs associated with 

land purchase.  Void of a viable option on City property, it may be in the City’s best interest to 

explore private properties within the Placerville area or consider a partnership with El Dorado 

County. 

Cost:  As indicated in the site overviews provided by Foothill Associates, design and 

construction costs can vary dramatically relative to the site.  City staff is not aware of any 

funding source to support this park development effort.  There may be available funds for land 



 
 

 
 

acquisition and construction through the State of California Administered Land and Water 

Conservation Fund.  Applicants are encouraged to have a shovel ready project and a local match 

is required.    

Budget Impact:  Assuming a Dog Park is developed, consideration will need to be given to on-

going routine maintenance and repairs.  Additional personnel, supplies and equipment will be 

needed to ensure that the site remains safe and clean.  Most dog parks are open and free to the 

public therefore there is little opportunity for cost recovery of on-going maintenance and capital 

improvements.  Consideration also could be given for entering into a contract with local 

veterinarian and dog grooming businesses or Canine Associations to provide maintenance at the 

park.     

Options:   

1) Identify potential private property for the development of a Dog Park near    

Placerville. 

 

2) Explore potential for joint effort with El Dorado County to develop a park on 

County property. 

3) Further explore the possibility of moving the disc golf course at Lions Park to Gold        

Bug Park and constructing a Dog Park within Lions Park.   Begin conceptual 

design.    

4) Begin conceptual design of a Dog Park at Lumsden Park. 

5) Begin conceptual design of a Dog Park at Old Caltrans site. 

6) Discontinue effort to develop a Dog Park in Placerville. 

7) Hire Landscape Architect to produce a Dog Park Master Plan. 

Recommendation:  Provide direction to staff on the future development of a Dog Park in 

Placerville. 

Attachments:  1) Analysis of Potential Dog Park Facilities in the City of Placerville 

            2) Old Caltrans Property Scope of Work 

 

 

                        

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager  Steve Youel, Director of Community Services 

 
 

 


