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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 
City Manager’s Report 

November 14, 2017 City Council Meeting  

Prepared By: Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

Item#:  12.2 

 

Subject:  Adopt a Resolution: 

1. Ratifying agreements with Telstar Instruments, Inc. for replacement of the existing 

stream flow and temperature gauge (RSW-001) and temperature gauge (RSW-002) for a 

total amount of $19,382 (CIP #41807); and 

2. Ratifying an agreement with Domenichelli and Associates, Inc. for stream measurements 

for use in calibration of the replacement gauges in the amount of $6,770 (CIP #41807); 

and 

3. Authorize the Director of Development Services or designee to execute the same; and 

4. Approving a budget appropriation in the amount of $2,641 from the Sewer Enterprise 

Fund Contingency for Unforeseen Expenditures for the said project. 

         

 

Background: 

The City’s wastewater treatment plant, known as the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility 

(HCWRF), is regulated by a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit issued by 

the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) that governs discharge requirements 

from this plant.  The current NPDES Permit No. CA0078956 (Waste Discharge Requirements Order R5-

2014-0015-01) covers a five-year period and became effective on April 27, 2014.  

The winter storms that occurred in January and February 2017 brought high volume and velocity water 

flows down Hangtown Creek which is the receiving water for the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation 

Facility’s effluent. The existing stream flow gauges and temperature gauge known as RSW-001 and 

RSW-002 and containment systems were damaged during the high stream flow which brought heavy 

rock, gravel, and debris into contact with the instruments. 

Accurate measurements of stream flow and temperature are required for monitoring purposes for 

compliance with the NPDES Permit for the HCWRF.  RSW-001 is located above the point of effluent 

discharge into the creek and contains a temperature gauge and a pressure switch for measuring stream 

flow.  RSW-002 is located below the point of effluent discharge into the creek and contains only a 

temperature gauge. 

In addition, the profile of the creek was substantially altered requiring that accurate measurements be 

taken to allow for gauge calibration.  This effort would include both flow velocities and cross-section 

measurements.  This data would be used to develop a rating curve for the stream to be used to calibrate 

the flow sensors. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

Telstar Instruments submitted proposals that meet City requirements to replace the damaged stream flow 

gauge and temperature gauge (RSW-001 and RSW-002) at an original estimate of $8,926 which is 
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included in the CIP approved in the Fiscal Year 2017-18 Budget.  Following budget approval, staff 

requested Telstar to design a means of removing the instruments (RSW-001) from the creek during any 

future high water flows to prevent damage.  The work will include a hinge in the conduit to allow for 

manual withdraw of the instrumentation from the creek when necessary.  This modification to original 

request added $2,641to the original cost estimate for a new total not-to-exceed lump sum amount of 

$11,567.  

Domenichelli and Associates, Inc. has submitted a proposal that meets City requirements to provide 

stream measurements and profiling of Hangtown Creek to allow for the calibration of the in-stream 

gauges for a not-to-exceed amount of $6,770. 

The “Hangtown Creek Stream Flow & Temperature Gauge Replacement and Calibrations” Capital 

Improvement Project (CIP #41807) was approved under the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Budget in the amount 

of $25,862.  City staff requested that the original proposal submitted by Telstar Instruments also include a 

hinged conduit to allow for the manual withdraw of the instrumentation from Hangtown Creek during 

high water flows to prevent damage which increased the proposed budget amount by $2,641 for a total 

amount of $28,503. 

Options:  

1. Approve Telstar Instruments and Domenichelli and Associates’’ proposal as recommended by 

staff. 

2. Do not approve Telstar Instruments’ and Domenichelli and Associates’ proposals. 

3. Amend the scope of work and request a new proposal. 

Cost: The total cost associated with completing the Hangtown Creek Stream Flow & Temperature 

Gauge Replacement and Calibrations” Capital Improvement Project (CIP #41807) to the Sewer Enterprise 

Fund is $26,152.  

Budget Impact:  The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2017/2018 Capital Improvement Program 

Budget which appropriated $25,862 for the Hangtown Creek Stream Flow & Temperature Gauge 

Replacements & Calibrations project (CIP #41807).  Based on the known project costs at this time, staff 

is recommending the following revised project budget: 

Description

Adopted 

Budget

Proposed 

Budget

Increase/(

Decrease)

Construction/Installation 23,511$      26,152$      2,641$   

Contingency 2,351         2,351         -        

    Total 25,862$      28,503$      2,641$   

 

To date, the project has encumbered the following costs: 
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Telestar Instruments, Inc. (Proposed) 11,567$   

Telestar Instruments, Inc. (Proposed) 2,576      

Telestar Instruments, Inc. (Proposed) 5,239      

Domenichelli and Associates, Inc. (Proposed) 6,770      

    Total 26,152$   

 

As you can see, the $26,152 in total encumbrances is well within the proposed project budget. 

 

As mentioned above, Staff is recommending an additional budget appropriation of $2,641 from the Sewer 

Enterprise Fund Contingency for Unforeseen Expenditures, which currently has an unencumbered fund 

balance of $36,993.  These improvements are eligible for reimbursement through FEMA (Federal 

Emergency Management Agency) leaving the City with a 6.25% obligation, or a City share of $1,616.  

The Federal reimbursement may take up to approximately one year to process.  

Recommendation:  

Adopt a Resolution: 

 

1. Ratifying agreements with Telstar Instruments, Inc. for replacement of the existing stream flow 

and temperature gauge (RSW-001) and temperature gauge (RSW-002) for a total amount of 

$19,382 (CIP #41807); and 

2. Ratifying an  agreement with Domenichelli and Associates, Inc. for stream measurements for 

use in calibration of the replacement gauges in the amount of $6,770 (CIP #41807); and 

3. Authorize the Director of Development Services or designee to execute the same; and 

4. Approving a budget appropriation in the amount of $2,641 from the Sewer Enterprise Fund 

Contingency for unforeseen Expenditures for the said project. 

 

 

 

 

              

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager    Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution 

2. Telstar proposals to replace instrumentation 

3. Domenichelli and Associates proposal to provide stream profile data 


