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Placerville, CA – Police Partner with Mental Health and Community Resource Center to Address 
Illegal Camps 
   
The Placerville Police Department initiated a Joint Outreach Operation this morning focusing on illegal 
camping.  Several teams consisting of Placerville Police Officers, City Crews, Mental Health, and 
representatives from the Community Resource Center partnered together to focus on known areas of 
illegal camping throughout the city. 
 
After weeks of extra patrols and advising illegal campers of the need to comply with state and local 
laws, the police partnered with Mental Health and members of the Community Resource Center 
(CRC) and headed back into the hillsides throughout the city, to take action.  Teams were made up of 
Placerville Police Officers along with representatives from Mental Health and the Community 
Resource Center.  The purpose of the operation was to remove illegal camps and to connect those 
individuals in crisis and wanting help with available resources. 
 
In a Restorative Policing effort, teams utilized maximum discretion when evaluating options in dealing 
with the illegal camps as it is understood this is not a "one size fits all" issue.  Evaluations were made 
in the field to determine the best options (i.e. mental health, crisis management resources, 
enforcement, etc.) to fit each situation presented.  Police Chief Scott Heller stated, “Our aim is to 
balance outreach and enforcement efforts when dealing with habitual transient offenders often afflicted 
with mental health and drug and alcohol dependencies.  I believe we struck that balance during 
today’s operation working with our community partners and were able to make an overall impact for 
the better.” 
 



 

Officers encountered and removed 14 illegal camps along Broadway, Placerville Drive and Ray 
Lawyer Drive, and along the El Dorado Trail from Mosquito Road to past Schnell School.  10 
individuals were contacted in the vicinity of the illegal camps and were offered outreach services.  
Several subjects fled camps as teams approached including a subject that fled from an illegal camp 
above Ray Lawyer / Placerville Drive leaving behind a loaded shortened shotgun and scoped rifle in 
the camp on a city resident’s private property.  The subject was apprehended a short distance away 
and found to be a registered sex offender with a no bail warrant identified as Daniel Carpenter, 36 
years old.  An additional subject was arrested after leaving an illegal camp along Broadway upon 
officers’ arrival and being contacted a short time later along the El Dorado Trail in the vicinity of 
another illegal camp.  Caleb Stroud, 20 years old was found to have an arrest warrant and was in 
possession of burglary tools. 
 
While many camps were removed, a lot of trash remained along the targeted areas, simply due to a 
temporary overload of available cleanup resources.  The Police Department is planning a follow up 
operation with City Crews and interested volunteers to assist with the trash cleanup effort.  A date and 
time for the cleanup will be forthcoming.  All the property gathered during this operation was booked 
into evidence for safe keeping.  Property kept as safe keeping at the Police Department can be 
returned by appointment. 
 
Anyone with questions regarding this operation or wanting to report the location of illegal camps is 
urged to contact Sergeant Brody Jordan of the Placerville Police Department at (530) 642-5210. 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

       


