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Item#: 15.1 

 

Subject: Provide an update on the Trail Enforcement Detail, outlining progress to date and any 

recommendations if needed. 

              

 

Discussion: This is a summary of the 6 week directed trail enforcement detail.  The purpose of 

this operation was to educate and enforce codified statutes along the El Dorado Trail in order to 

address an increase in nuisance crimes and other related quality of life issues.  This was not an 

operation targeting a person’s legal or residential status but an education and enforcement 

operation toward those who willfully choose to break the law and endanger our community.   

The operational period for this status report began on July 18, 2017 and concluded on August 15, 

2017.  During this operational period, Officers Tadlock and McInerney conducted foot patrols on 

the El Dorado Trail in the City of Placerville.  These foot patrols lasted a minimum of 6 hours 

each and these officers walked 10 to 15 miles per patrol shift.   

Many of the offenders contacted on the El Dorado Trail during this operation have been warned 

previously and have chosen to not comply with the law, specifically PMC Section 6-19-3(a) – 

Unlawful Camping.  Many of the campsites that have been discovered during this operation 

contained an open fire pit. 

Placerville Police Officers continue to provide assistance and resource to those who need them 

and are willing to accept them.   

Total Staff Hours:  82 hours  

Illegal Campsites:  21 

Persons Contacted:  13 (Warning and Resource list given) 

Citations/Arrests:  4 (Illegal Camping) 

 

Officers also worked with the following organizations to improve communication and 

coordination to address issues around the Trail:   

 Friends of the El Dorado Trail 

 California Department of Transportation 

 Shingle Springs Sovereign Nation Fire Department 

 City of Placerville Community Services Department  
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As we transition from the weekly enforcement patrols to monthly patrols (1 six-hour shift per 

month), we will continue to conduct maintenance patrols and build upon the progress made to 

date.  Our police officers will continue to work with community stakeholders and evaluate our 

response efforts as needed.   

 

The uniform patrol division will now conduct maintenance patrols during the week, 

supplementing the Trail Improvement Program.   

 

Recommendation: We have noticed a tangible improvement along the Trail.  The number of 

active illegal camps has been reduced and Trail usage by the community has increased.  Trail 

Enforcement Officers have reported positive feedback from Trail users.   

 

It is recommended we stay with the current Trail Enforcement Program guidelines.  Should 

adjustments or modifications be need, we will report to Council. 

 

         
              

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager    Joseph Wren, Commander  

          

 

 


