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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future” 

 

 

City Manager’s Report 

August 8, 2017, City Council Meeting 

Prepared by:  M. Cleve Morris, City Manager 

Item #:  10.1 

 

Subject:  Waive the First Reading, make necessary findings and adopt an Urgency Ordinance 

prohibiting smoking on the El Dorado Trail through the City of Placerville.  

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background: 

 

The extreme wet winter of 2017 has produced an abundance of vegetation creating dangerous 

amounts of fuel for wild fires, and substantial amounts of such fuel are adjacent to the El Dorado 

Trail in the City of Placerville.  This large amount of fire fuel coupled with the extreme hot and dry 

conditions that the City is experiencing in the Summer 2017, have increased the fire danger in the 

City, and specifically along the El Dorado Trail, significantly and to a potentially explosive level. 

 

A considerable number of people use the El Dorado Trail in the City daily, some of whom smoke 

while using the trail, thereby creating a substantial risk of fire along the  

Trail.  Recently, a fire broke out adjacent to the Trail which presented a potential danger to property 

and persons.  Fortunately the response was very good and avoided what could have been a serious 

situation. 

 

Discussion: 

 

In reviewing the recent fire and other recent efforts to improve the trail, staff feels that smoking 

along the trail presents an unreasonable and increased fire risk to the properties adjacent to the trail 

in the City of Placerville which in turn affects the City as a whole. 

 

Recent fires throughout California are evidence of the extreme fire danger.  For this reason, staff has 

prepared the attached urgency ordinance for consideration by the City Council.  By making the 

findings identified in the attached urgency ordinance, the prohibition will go into effect 

immediately.  The ordinance will be enforced by patrols on the trail, and through complaints from 

trail users. 

 

Options:   

 

1. Adopt the Urgency Ordinance as proposed. 

2. Do not adopt the Urgency ordinance but begin the normal ordinance adoption 

process.  

3. Do not adopt the ordinance at this time. 

 

Cost:   Minimal staff time to prepare the ordinance and codify it as written. 
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Budget Impact:  None 

 

 

Recommendation:   
 

Waive the First Reading, make necessary findings and adopt an Urgency Ordinance 

prohibiting smoking on the El Dorado Trail through the City of Placerville. 

 

 

_________________________________  ________________________________ 

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager   John Driscoll, City Attorney 

 

 

 

Attachment 1:  Proposed Ordinance 


