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This document provides a brief discussion of the Variance process within the City of Placerville. Individuals needing 
additional information or clarification should contact the Planning Division at (530) 642-5252.  

The Zoning Ordinance helps to regulate development in the City. Regulations include, in part, minimum lot sizes, 
building setback lines, lot coverage, building height and parking requirements. Each development must meet the 
regulations for its zoning district.  

What is a variance? 

When strict enforcement of the provisions of the Placerville Zoning Ordinance place unreasonable and unnecessary 
hardships to the land, and/or building referred to in the variance application, the Planning Commission has the 
authority to grant variances that may be consistent with the purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance (Placerville 
Zoning Ordinance, Section 10-3-6). 

 
STEP 1:   APPLICATION 
Before a variance is granted the applicant must show the following on an application provided by the Planning 
Division, or the City website (www.cityofplacerville.org) and accompanied fee set by resolution of the City Council: 

• There are exceptional and extraordinary circumstances or conditions applying to the land, and/or building that do 
not generally apply to other land, and/or building in the same district. 

• Granting a variance will not adversely affect the Placerville General Plan. 

• A variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right possessed by other 
property in the same vicinity and zone but denied to this property. 

• The granting of such variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the property or 
improvements in the vicinity. 

 
STEP 2:  APPLICATION REVIEW 
Typically, a variance request will require the submittal of ten (10) copies of a plot plan and/or structural elevations 
that illustrate the variance request. Contact the Planning Division before submittal of a variance application. 

The City’s Planning and Engineering Divisions review the application for completeness. If all application 
requirements have not been satisfied, the applicant will be notified by the Planning Division within thirty (30) 
days from when the application was submitted. 

 
STEP 3:  PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING 
The Planning Division reviews the application, the prepared environmental document if applicable, and then prepares 
a report for the Planning Commission. The report includes the application’s relationship to the Placerville’s Zoning 
Code, General Plan and relevant specific plans. It also includes comments from other City departments and 
government agencies. The report may also include recommendations of conditions of approval.  



 

A copy of the report will be provided to the Planning Commission at least five (5) days prior to any hearing or action 
on the request. Upon the report’s availability to the Commission, it will become available to the public.  

A public hearing is held by the Planning Commission to review the Variance request. The Planning Commission may 
approve, disapprove or approve the request with conditions. 

Within five (5) days after the Planning Commission action, the Planning Division will notify the applicant of the 
Commission action. Notice will include any conditions of approval. 

APPEAL 
If the applicant, or any person, is dissatisfied with the action of the Planning Commission they may appeal to the City 
Council. 

To appeal the applicant must complete the following within 10 days of Planning Commission action: 

• Complete an appeal application form, and 

• Pay the appeal application fee to the City Clerk. 

The City Council will set a date for a public hearing. The City Council may affirm or reverse the decision of the 
Planning Commission. They may also substitute its decision for that of the Commission based on the record of 
appeal and the evidence received at the hearing on appeal. 
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