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Placerville, CA – John Retzlaff was arrested for evading the police and damaging two police vehicles. 
 
Just after midnight on April 4th, 2017, two Placerville Police Officers were checking on an occupied 
vehicle in the parking lot of the Regal Cinema located at 337 Placerville Drive.  Inside the vehicle they 
observed one male subject, later identified as Retzlaff, who was sleeping in the passenger area of the 
vehicle.  Retzlaff awoke and angrily banged on the window towards the officers.  Retzlaff then jumped 
into the driver’s seat of the vehicle ignoring officers’ attempts to contact him.  
 
Retzlaff started the vehicle, put it in gear and continued to ignore the officers’ demands.  Retzlaff then 
accelerated in reverse approximately 40 feet away from the officers.  Without hesitation, Retzlaff 
accelerated quickly forward and rammed a police vehicle that was approximately 50 feet in front of 
him. Retzlaff continued to try and evade, but the force of the impact caused his vehicle to be 
immobilized enough for officers to attempt contact with him again. When Retzlaff struck the first 
vehicle it caused a secondary collision into another patrol vehicle parked next to it.   After continued 
efforts by the officers, Retzlaff was finally taking into custody without further incident.  



 
 
“We are very fortunate that our officers were not injured in this incident” said Placerville Police Chief 
Dan Drummond.  “This incident has a negative effect on our already aging fleet.  Two vehicles have 
sustained several thousand dollars worth of damage.”    
 
Retzlaff was booked into the El Dorado County Jail for Felony Vandalism, PC 594 (b)(1), and 
Resisting an Officer, PC 148 (a)(1). 
 

         
 


